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FRCC	
  (Fire	
  Regime	
  Condi.on	
  Class)	
  

A	
  measure	
  of	
  departure	
  from	
  reference	
  (pre-­‐	
  se:lement	
  or	
  natural	
  or	
  historical)	
  	
  
ecological	
  condi.ons	
  that	
  typically	
  result	
  in	
  altera.ons	
  of	
  na.ve	
  ecosystem	
  components.	
  	
  
These	
  ecosystem	
  components	
  include	
  a:ributes	
  such	
  as	
  species	
  composi.on,	
  	
  
structural	
  stage,	
  stand	
  age,	
  canopy	
  closure,	
  and	
  fuel	
  loadings.	
  

FRCC	
  3	
  is	
  defined	
  as: 	
  	
  

Greater	
  than	
  66	
  percent	
  departure:	
  Fire	
  regimes	
  have	
  been	
  substan.ally	
  altered.	
  	
  
Risk	
  of	
  losing	
  key	
  ecosystem	
  components	
  is	
  high.	
  	
  
Fire	
  frequencies	
  may	
  have	
  departed	
  by	
  mul.ple	
  return	
  intervals.	
  	
  
This	
  may	
  result	
  in	
  drama.c	
  changes	
  in	
  fire	
  size,	
  fire	
  intensity	
  and	
  severity,	
  	
  
and	
  landscape	
  pa:erns.	
  	
  
Vegeta.on	
  a:ributes	
  have	
  been	
  substan.ally	
  altered.	
  	
  

Na.onal	
  Interagency	
  Fuels,	
  Fire,	
  &	
  Vegeta.on	
  Technology	
  Transfer	
  2010:	
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Conclusions 

1.  Catastrophic-scale wildfires are deadly, costly, and destructive. 

2.  Regular landscape-scale prescribed fires, as exemplified by historical  
 Indian burning practices, can greatly reduce the likelihood and severity  
 of modern wildfire risks. 

3.  A diet of traditional foods and participation in historical land management  
 practices can have beneficial effects toward treating modern health  
 problems, including Indian health problems, such as obesity and diabetes.  

4.  Traditional forms of teaching and learning including showing, touching,  
 tasting, story-telling, listening, discussing, smelling, and watching.  In these  
 ways we can learn from our ancestors and from their teachers of long ago. 

5.  “Landscape restoration” means restoring people to the landscape,  
 including (maybe especially) children. 
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