










Oregon Coast Range in relation to State of 
Oregon, USA	





They were armed with bows and arrows they had allso spears but
would part with none of them they had both Iron and stone knives
which they allways kept in there hands uplifted in readiness to
strike we admitted one of them onboard but he would not come
without this weepen two or three of our visitors were much pitted
with the small pox

--Robert Haswell, Oregon Coast, 1788

back of this house I observe the wreck of 5 house remaining of a
very large village, the houses of which had been built in the form of
those we first saw at the long narrows of the E-lute Nation with
whome those people are connected.  I endeavored to obtain from
those people of the situation of their nation, if scattered or what had
become of the nativs who must have peopled this great town.  an old
man who appeared of some note among them and father to my guide
brought forward a woman who was badly marked with the Small Pox
and made signs that they all died with the disorder which marked
her face, and which she was verry near dieing with when a girl.
from the age of this woman this Disruptive disorder I judge must
have been about 28 or 30 years past, and about the time the
Clatsops inform us that this disorder raged in their towns and
distroyed their nation

--Meriwether Lewis, Columbia River, 1806



The Kalawatsets and Coos indians . . . subsist chiefly on fish, berries,
roots, and seeds, but are fond of whales and seals . . . the Indians of
these Tribes have at one time been very numerous, the number of
[people] and varieties of habitations showing that every stream and
nook was once populated.

--Dr. John Milhau, Coos Bay, 1856

















The leading features of the Willamette Valley and Tualatin plains
were peculiar and strange to me as compared with any other country
I had seen.  Among the striking peculiarities was the entire absence
of anything like brush or undergrowth in the forests of fir timber
that had sprung up in the midst of the large plains, looking at a
distance like green islands here and there dotting the vast expanse
of vision.  The plains covered with rich grasses & wild flowers
looking like our vast cultivated fields, and where the rolling foothills
approached the level valley these spurs would be sprinkled with low
spreading oak trees, frequently with a seeming regularity that would
seem unlike nature's doing, and at a distance like orchards of old
apple trees.

--James Neall, Willamette Valley, 1845







All the oak timber was owned by well-to-do families and was divided
off by lines and boundaries as carefully as the whites have got it
surveyed today.  It can be easily seen by this that the Indians have
carefully preserved the oak timber and have never at any time
destroyed it.
 
The Douglas fir timber they say has always encroached on the open
prairies and crowded out the other timber; therefore they have
continuously burned it and have done all they could to keep it from
covering the open lands.  Our legends tell when they arrived in the
Klamath River country that there were thousands of acres of prairie
lands, and with all the burning that they could do the country has
been growing up to timber more and more.

--Che-na-wah Weitch-ah-wah, Klamath River, 1915



The country in the southern part of the Willamette Valley, stretches
out into wild prairie-ground, gradually rising in the distance into
low undulating hills, which are destitute of trees, except scattered
oaks; these look more like orchards of fruit trees, planted by the
hand of man, than groves of natural growth, and serve to relieve the
eye from the yellow and scorched hue of the plain.  The meanderings
of the streams may be readily followed by the growth of trees on
their banks as far as the eye can see.

--Charles Wilkes, Willamette Valley, 1841
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OREGON COAST RANGE���
Seasonal Burning Patterns, ca. 1600-1848	



Mo. Season Weather Temperature Plant Fuels Burning
Jan. Winter Wet Freezing Dormant Firewood
Feb. Winter Wet Freezing Dormant Patches
Mar. Spring Wet Freezing Budburst Patches
Apr. Spring Mixed Cool New Growth Patches
May Transition Mixed Warming Growing Projects
Jun. Summer Dry Warm Growing Firewood
Jul. Summer Dry Warmest Growing Firewood
Aug. Late Summer Dry Warmest Dormant Broadcast
Sep. Late Summer Dry Warm Dormant Broadcast
Oct. Transition Mixed Cooling Fall Growth Patches
Nov. Fall Wet Freezing Dormant Firewood
Dec. Fall Wet Freezing Dormant Firewood



Oregon Coast Range ���
Named Rivers 	
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Oregon Coast	


Range Fuels	



*Spruce/hemlock	



*Douglas-fir	



*Oak grasslands	













Living Memory and Oral Traditions	





Types of Indian Burning Practices	





this Countrey must be thickly inhabited by the many fiers we saw in
the night and culloms of smoak we would see in the day time but I
think they can derive but little of there subsistance from the sea but
to compenciate for this the land was beautyfully diversified with
forists and green veredent launs which must give shelter and forage
to vast numbers of wild beasts most probable most of the natives on
this part of the Coast live on hunting for they most of them live in
land this is not the case to the Northward for the face of the
Countrey is widly different  

--Robert Haswell, Oregon Coast, 1788

I was envited into the house of the 2nd Chief where concluded to
sleep.  This man was pore nothing to eat but dried fish, and no wood
to burn.  Altho' the night was cold they could not rase as much wood
as would make a fire

William Clark, Columbia River, 1806



Persistent Vegetation Patterns	





“Alsea Valley (ts !iphaha), back in the coast ranges, was a 
place to which many people went in summer to harvest 

camas and other wild crops.” (Drucker 1933) 	









NF Alsea River Crossing Rock ���
Following Winter, 2003 Rainstorm 	





NF Alsea River Crossing Rock ���
Late Summer, ca. 1800	





Alsea Valley North Fork Prairie Trail Network, ���
1775-2003	







The traveler can but imagine the numbers of these dead tribes by
the mounds of clam and oyster shells, many feet in thickness and
many yards in extent, which mark the site of their former camping
places.  The gatherers of these sea-dainties have long since passed
away, and even our first records tell of a time when wars, pestilence,
and the gradual pressure on these sea coast dwellers by other tribes
displaced from their hunting grounds in the east and south, had
already done their work.  

--David D. Fagan, Oregon Coast, 1885





Digging bracken fern roots, ca. 1800	













Lobster Valley homestead, ca. 1900	





Alsea Valley, 2003	





At that time [early 1850s], there was not a bush or tree to be seen on
all those hills, for the Indians kept it burned over every spring, but
when the whites came, they stopped the fires for it destroyed the
grass, and then the young spruces sprang up and grew as we now see
them.

--Warren Vaughn, Tillamook Bay, 1890







--F. L. Moravets, US Forest Service, 1932
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ca. 1650 to 1826���



At the time of Lewis and Clark:

1.  Many Indian nations in the Pacific Northwest had been
decimated by small pox epidemics a generation ago, and were a
fraction of their former population.

2.  International trade routinely took place throughout the
Pacific Northwest via seafaring routes along the coast, canoe
traffic along the Columbia River, and a well-established network
of inland foot-trails.

3.  Indian people in the Oregon Coast Range lived in towns
comprised of well-designed plank homes and could easily walk
or canoe to (and return from) established croplands,
campgrounds, and hunting, fishing, and trading locations
within a short time.

4.  Forestlands in the Oregon Coast Range were managed with
fire in three distinct landscape-scale patterns: riverine prairies;
fields and trails; and oak savannah.  

5.  Oregon Coast Range nations were centered at the mouths of
rivers and most forest management actions-- including
harvesting, burning, tillage, and pruning-- took place at a
subbasin scale in well-known areas connected by a network of
canoe routes and foot-trails.
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