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'Breaking' news:

It could have been worse, but
opportunities to move forward and address
tree issues abound

BY BOB ZYBACH
For the Sentinel

shared an experience with

many of my Cottage Grove
neighbors a week ago Friday,
when my power abruptly went
out during the beginning hours
of the worst local ice storm in
more than 30 years. About an
hour or so later, the transformer
across the street from my home
burst into flames and lit up the
sky to the point where 1 had first
thought the neighbor’s house
had caught on fire.

Sometime around midnight I
began to hear trees falling and
limbs breaking all around the
neighborhood from the weight
of the ice, sounding at times like
gunfire or firecrackers. I also
began putting on extra clothes
and adding blankets to my bed
because [ have electric heat and
the temperature in my house was

plummeting to the same freez-
ing level as the falling rain.

At 3 a.m., just as 1 was be-
ginning to finally doze off, a
loud crash and a shaking house
caused my black cat to shriek in
fright, jump into the air, and im-
mediately dive beneath my bed.

When [ went outside to see
what had happened, I discovered
that the neighbor’s silver maple
had split in two, falling against
my home and totaling my prized
2002 Mitsubishi Lancer O-Z
Rally Sport in the process. I had
owned the car since it was new
and had maintained it in perfect
condition for more than 12 years
and 200,000 miles, and now it
was suddenly ruined and unable
to be replaced.

Everything was frozen and
covered with a sheet of ice and
rain was still falling. Every few
minutes there would be the
cracking sound of giant limbs
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STORM

Continued from page 4A

pruned or treated during most
of its existence.

Silver maples grow fast. look
fine to many people, and pro-
vide a very nice shade during
the handful of days Cottage
Grove goes above 80 degrees in
July and August. The problem is
that they grow fairly large very
quickly and are extremely brit-
tle as one result. The bigger they
get, the more damage they can
cause by breaking apart during
heavy winds and heavy snow-
storms. And during ice storms.

The tree that hit my car, for
example, had split into two
trunks many years ago, and
that had never been corrected.
The problem was compounded

Steve took a few moments to
answer some questions, and

here is what he said:

What improvements and results
have you seen since you started
with CrossFit Cottage Grove?

Since starting CrossFit back
in December I've noticed
huge improvements in both
my overall endurance and
my upper body strength
What are your goals?

I want to continue to push
myself to become Dbetter
than I was the day before...
Continual progress.

STEVE SMITH

541-505-1532

www.crossfitcottagegrove.com

by the growth of intruded bark
at the juncture of its split top
and at a number of its largest
branches.

I had talked with my neigh-
boring renters and the seasonal
fence repairmen on several oc-
casions during the past few years
regarding my concerns with the
tree, but on the surface (and to
an untrained eye, including my
own), it had appeared to be rela-
tively healthy and vigorous, de-
spite being poorly formed and
maintained.

The February 2014 Cottage
Grove Ice Storm was relatively
benign and inexpensive com-
pared with other storms of simi-
lar magnitude, and it provided a
common educational experience

for those of us who shared its ef-
fects and aftermath.

The storm revealed the struc-
tural weaknesses and related
risks and costs of thousands of
the City’s trees and their branch-
ing parts and performed some
much-needed pruning of many
of those trees. And, fortunately,
no one was seriously hurt or in-
jured during the process.

Current
opportunities

Having my parked car ruined
by a falling maple in Cottage
Grove during a storm is some-
what ironic because it is the very
topic I had written (and warned)
about in an editorial that was
published in this paper last Oct.
9 — only that time my example
was a native bigleaf maple that
had fallen during a heavy rain-
storm a few blocks away from
my house.

The focus of the October edi-
torial was on warning other res-
idents about the hazards posed
by the City’s aging and poorly
maintained trees, as well as the
opportunities they presented
to local students, workers, and
businesses through strategic
planning and management.

With the ice storm those op-
portunities have become more
immediate: cleaning and repair
services are needed to remove
the remaining broken limbs and
trees from streets, parks, and
lawns; many damaged vehicles,
homes, and other buildings are
still in need of significant re-
pairs; power has been restored
throughout town and adjacent
residents, but many structures
still need to have electrical,
phone, and cable lines replaced
or restrung, etc.

There are immediate and con-
tinued needs for expert consul-



A closer look at the intruded bark that had replaced
more than 90 percent of the tree joint’s holding wood,
causing the tree to split apart under the weight of ac-

cumulating ice.

tations with licensed arborists,
accountants, lawyers and insur-
ance adjustors.

The sudden accumulation of
large, woody materials and litter
creates opportunities for market-
ing local wood products, such as
firewood, chips and mulch.

There is a lot of work need-
ing to be done identifying and
re-shaping the City’s trees and
shrubs following the widespread
“natural pruning” that took place
during the ice storm. Diseased,
weak, and neglected trees have
been clearly identified by their
failures, and now they need to
be cared for or replaced.

When I talked to the PP&L
workers on Saturday morn-
ing that were restoring power
to my neighborhood, they said
they had been sent from Rose-
burg. That seemed reasonable,
because Roseburg had not had
a storm at all, and these were
emergency needs requiring im-
mediate attention and special-
ized personnel.

On Monday, the crew that ar-
rived to remove the tree from my
car was also from Roseburg. I'm
not sure why a Cottage Grove
business or local employees
weren’'t used in that instance,
but I allowed access for remov-
ing the tree via my property un-
der the agreement that the fire-
wood would be donated. Their
work, equipment and attention
to detail were excellent.

Future plans

How can future risks and
damages be mitigated by what
we've learned from this ice
storm? How can such lessons
also be put to the best advantage
of local students, business own-
ers and employees?

The Cottage Grove Urban
Forestry Committee (UFC) was
formed 20 years ago to address
those very types of questions,
and not coincidentally, this will
be the 20th year that Cottage
Grove is being nationally recog-
nized by the Arbor Day Founda-
tion as a Tree City, USA.

In addition to its advisory
position, the UFC is charged
with conducting an inventory
and making a management plan
for the City’s trees. The advent
of Internet communications,
digital photos and videos, GIS,
GPS, Lidar, Excel, etc., since
that time have entirely changed
the inventory process today.

On Feb. 10, just as the ice
storm had finally ended, the
UFC held its regularly sched-
uled meeting at the City Library
to discuss the meetings and con-
sultations of the previous two
months, and to begin focusing
on mitigating the current storm
damage.

What does the -
future hold? =

At this time UFC, the City,
local schools, local businesses.
and concerned residents are dis-
cussing what needs to be-done,
now, with the damage from the
recent ice storm. There will also
be a lot of work needed in the
coming year to fully fix this
damage, and steps need to. be
taken to reduce such damages
when the next big storm hits
town.

In an ideal situation, :these
steps could be taken within-ex-
isting budgets, by using discre-
tionary grants, and through di-
rect service contracts with local
businesses. Students could ob-
tain on-the-job training, mentor-

..ing, school credits and part-time

jobs if those components. were
also integrated into the mitiga-
tion and planning processes. -

Cottage Grove was very lucky
with the limited amount of dam-
age and inconvenience caused
by the 2014 Ice Storm. We
shouldn’t become complacent.
though, but rather recognize
this as a learning opportunity to
make things better for the com-
munity, our environment and
our fellow residents.

Bob Zybach has a PhD from
Oregon State University in For-
est Sciences. He spent the ear-
lier part of his career as a refor-
estation contractor.

photo by Bob Zybach
Smaller trees suffered little damage in the storm.




