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photo by Bob'Zybach
The remaining standing portion of the broken bigleaf
maple at 601 2nd Street. Homeowner Mike Arnold be-
lieves the tree was planted in 1902, when his home was
built, making it more than 110 years old. Note the well-
established rot that extends through nearly 90 percent
of its trunk; also the previous unsuccessful attempts to
treat the diseased tree with sealer or tar.
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TREES

Continued from page 4A

the neighbors where the livewire had landed,
and they confirmed Arnold’s story, saying they
had been so frightened by the flames they had di-
aled 911 but got no response. Mike said he was
going to have the rest of the tree cut down, but it
would cost him about $1800, which he had been
told was *“a good price.”

The sidewalk around the fallen tree is serious-
ly cracked and damaged by its roots, a common
problem with most of the trees in Cottage Grove
that have “outgrown their function.” That is how
professionals say a tree has become too large and
too old to further serve the purpose for which it
was planted. Typically, it is recommended that
such trees be removed and replaced with smaller
trees or other vegetation.

When I discussed the needed sidewalk repair
with Arnold and how the City code had been re-
cently rewritten to make adjacent landowners re-
sponsible for both sidewalk repair and liable for
any claims for injury or other damages the broken
walks might cause, he said he already knew that
because “someone had already tried to sue” him
several years ago.

Old trees are both a risk and an opportunity.
This one tree, for example, has resulted in work
for power company repairmen, woodcutters, in-
surance adjustors, tree surgeons and lawyers
— and should probably also involve a sidewalk
repairman and a nursery for replacement stock.
There are hundreds of such trees and sidewalks
all over Cottage Grove, and there are thousands
of younger trees, too, needing pruning, irrigation,
treatment for bugs and disease and regular sea-
sonal maintenance.

We need a plan

Last December I presented a Powerpoint ver-
sion of my Columbus Day article to the Cottage
Grove Urban Forestry Committee, which had
been formed in 1994 to produce a tree inventory
and management plan for the City. Both are still
needed. Here is my presentation, including a spe-
cific list of recommendations:

http://www.nwmapsco.com/ZybachB/Presen-
tations/2010-2013/20121210 UFC/index.html

My recommendations focused heavily on the
educational, business and employment opportuni-
ties the trees of Cottage Grove provide our older
students, young families and other residents of
this City — beginning with the need to inventory

photo by Bob Zybach
Broken top of the maple that narrowly
missed this house on 205 Quincy Street.
Note the rot extending into a large branch
of the tree that had been cut away to re-
move the fallen trunk from the street.

our trees and produce a viable management plan
for them.

Technical equipment has improved greatly
since 1994, and the use of digital cameras, GPS
receivers and GIS mapping provide marketable
job skills that do not require advanced degrees —
the types of transferable skills that can be readily
taught to most high school and community col-
lege students and instructors.

The same holds true for Internet communica-
tions since 1994. A viable community plan can
now be shaped and records distributed via email
and dedicated websites capable of sharing docu-
ments, photographs, videos and other aids to dis-
cussion and decision-making. These capabilities,
t0o, can be taught and used as employment skills.

In sum, we have a serious injury and property
damage risk and financial problem facing Cottage
Grove — and many other western Oregon Cities
and towns — and something needs to be done about
it. That “something” provides all kinds of educa-
tional, business and employment opportunities for
our City’s young adults and existing businesses.
We need to take advantage of those opportunities
in order to make out community a safer, more pro-
ductive and more beautiful place to live.

Dr. Zybach has a PhD in Environmental Sci-
ences from Oregon State University and has
been Program Manager for the 501 ¢(3) non-
profit educational website, www.ORWW.org,
since 1996.




