THE ELLIOTT: AN ANTHOLOGY



This collection of writings is dedicated to the children and grandchildren of Wayne Giesy, Jerry
Phillips, and David Gould; and to my own children, favorite grandson Aaron, favorite great-
grandkids Tyler and Kendal, and to their mother Amy. And to all Oregon schoolkids, their teachers,
and their local school boards. That's who these stories are about.
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This anthology is primarily a chronological collection of 22 article/editorials I wrote for
Oregon Fish & Wildlife Journal from 2012 to 2024 that focused on the history, management,
wildlife, and politics of Oregon's First State Forest: The Elliott. A 23rd article by McKenzie
Peters, originally written for Jim Petersen and published in Evergreen Magazine, is also
included by permission.

These articles could not have been written without the assistance, leadership, and
encouragement of Wayne Giesy, Jerry Phillips, and David Gould, for reasons that will
quickly become apparent to any readers of this book.

Special thanks are due Cristy Rein for allowing me to retain the original content and
formatting for these articles. April 2024 will mark the 45th year that she has successfully
published and edited Oregon Fish & Wildlife Journal, which has a circulation of 10,000
mostly rural Oregon residents and businesses, and also including all elected officials in
Oregon and 8 other western states, the Executive Cabinet and Congress in Washington, DC.

Other important contributors to this work include Tasha Livingstone Davison, Dr. Dave
Sullivan, Margaret Bird, Russ Sapp, Mike Newton, Southwest Oregon Community College,
Oregon Websites and Watersheds Project, Inc., Coos Bay Timber Operators, NW Maps Co.,
and Oregon Advocates for School Trust Lands.
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TO THE READER:

This anthology contains a series of article/editorials I wrote for Oregon Fish &
Wildlife Journal from 2012 to 2024 regarding the history, management, wildlife, and
politics of the Elliott State Forest, in western Douglas County, Oregon. They are written
from the perspective of a forest scientist and historian with strong opinions, based on
research and experience.

These articles contain significant scientific data in the forms of maps, tables,
historical and documentary photographs, and the writings and spoken words of recognized
experts -- but they have not been "peer reviewed" in the academic sense as that term is
currently used; rather, the intended audience for these writings are my actual peers and
reviewers: loggers, foresters, tree planters, roadbuilders, hunters, hikers, and fishermen.
Rural businesses, residents, schoolkids, and grandparents. The people who have always
lived, and worked, and played in the Elliott and in other western forests. True indigenous
knowledge.

When I was a child my family moved into the home built and lived in by my
stepfather's grandfather. Richard Adams had been a successful businessman, past President
of Parrot Steamship lines out of San Francisco, owned a sailboat on the Columbia and a
beach home in Long Beach, Washington, was an excellent fly fisherman, and published
poetry in Field and Stream Magazine. He also had a fine library that we inherited,
including many years’ worth of National Geographic and Saturday Evening Post
magazines, with which I spent many hours while growing up and attending school.

A couple of "coffee table" books I really enjoyed were collections of Saturday
Evening Post articles published in full-sized hardcovers but retaining their original
magazine formatting -- including advertisements. That is what I have tried to do here. With
editor Cristy Rein's permission, I have retained her original formatting of these articles --
including occasional typos and misspellings -- as they originally appeared in her magazine.

Careful readers may notice the missing two words at the bottom of page 8 (fixed on
page 55), the misspelling of "Giesy" on the page 30 title, or Bill Hagenstein missing from
the caption on page 25 (fixed on page 79), but as with the ads, I decided to leave as
originally published for reasons of context and ambiance. Too, Cristy and I had occasional
differences of opinion in the placement of photos or formatting of tables and captions but
have become increasingly coordinated in our collaborations through the years.

I was not paid to write these articles, but when a 2nd printing of my 2003 PhD
dissertation became available through Amazon, Cristy began running free ad as
compensation. That repetition might become a little tiresome in this format, but maybe
effective for book sales! Some of the text is also repeated in spots, as are key graphics,
maps, and photos. My thought in these instances is that they appear in different contexts, at
different times in the story, and usually with different captions, so that their appearance and
re-appearances might add more emphasis to a point: like a chorus or a recurring theme.
Some things do bear repeating, but that will be for you, the reader, to decide.

Bob Zybach
Creswell, Oregon
January 10, 2024



Forest Restoration:

Problems and Opportunities

By Bob Zybach, PhD.

ictively managing our western foresilands on a landscape-scale can immediately
create thousands of rﬂnrhufn greatly reduce carastropfiie w r.‘r..f,||'rr.c risks and
damages, return miflions of r..l'ﬂ.l'h:n fo onr siafe and federal freasuries, increase
nafive wildlife populations, fund our rural schools, reads, and libraries, and
make our forests and grasslands safer and more beautiful than ever before. Seriously.

South Umpqua Headwaters
Precontact Reference Conditions Study

Vicinity Map

In Relation to Douglas County, Oregon

Wiestern forestlands have never oen in wiorse shape
millions of acres of dead and roning trees; thousands of miles
of abandoned and barely maintvined roads; record wibdfines
bevoming kanger, deadlier, and more destructive by the year;
himdreds of artihicially. impovenshed rural communities; amd
endbess litigation preventing the use of resoernces wie nood to
stistnin our lives and our economy

There are a number of reasonable wavs o resolve these
problems; a long-lerm commitment 1o active fonest nestoration
and management seems to offer the most immediate benefins
i both people and waikihic, and s the likely route o
economic sustanability as well,

Whet is forest restoration, why is it needed, and how
is it done are the questions sddressed in this article. Two



Map: Forest Type and Trail Patterns, 1800-1825
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examples of current forest restoration projects are profiled wo
help mswer ihese questions, and illustrale how these types
of programs can be immediately implemented across the
landscape to the benefit of neglected forests and depressed
timber-dependent communities throughout the West

—

What is Forest Restoration?

The prociss of fonest restoration i focused on reluming
an anca b one reflectmg desaned past conditions, it 1s crtical
i understand a) what conditions were actually like in the
past. and by which of those characterstics (i any ) should be




restored or preserved for the future,

For the past 10,000 years and longer, Native Oregonians
have used plants and ansmals for their own purpaosss
principally for food: sheber; fuel; and hiber products, such
as clothing, hasketry, miusical msiraments, Canoes, mpes.
and weapons, Fire was ased for a wide range of purposes
fior cooking, Iseating, and lighting arcas amand hosmes and

LAy '-..:* T- R L] & S
1 ' ¥ ol il

L%

{'u.lnm:mmlih: fisf rejun |,1'Is.l11'l'||:: berry patches and harvesting
fields of gram; for hunting game by sysiematically sctting vast
tracts of land on fine

Man is the only ammal that can use fire, bul be & nol the
only animal that benefits from it The expent and jihicious use
of fire across the ancient landscapes of Oregon resulted in the
stable patterns of forests, woodlands, vast prames. wetland
micagdows, breaks, balds and berry paiches encoumiered by
Ovggon Trail immigrants in the 18405 and 185, Elk, deer,
mml:'hln.h. fish, u..||.1|r|'-|.:|\. MEETALY foow |, amd oither animals
fhat Fh1|1-u|;|l..'..|.1|14.-|: CHY iEneTils W ahe |J|.I-|.'I|J|1'u..‘ﬂl|."r.] h_'| VRV
of the new residents,

Forea restoration, means resborng people 1o ahe Land,
whether m the woods, plong a nver, or walking through a
town, Restoring people to the land also supposes restoring fire

io the land; fires st by people, not lighinmg

Upper Sauth Unitpaiva Profect:

Considering Pase Canditians ks Step 1.

Thie mEp shivani i this anicle represents 3 ontical
step in the Forest restorlion process — a determination and
documentatbon of likely past conditions for ancas being
constderad for restoration. Whenever we plan ko restione
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somcthing. it s important we understand the conditions that
enisted i the past.

The Upper South Limipgua Hesdwators Preconiac
Reference Conditions Study focused on chamctermg a
sgnificant portion of the Umpgua Sational Forest in Douglas
County, as it likely existed in 1523, The study anca is slightly
morg than 230,00-acres in sire and extends from the crest
of the Cascade Range westward 1o the confluence of Jackson
Creek with the South Umpagua Biver. The map shows the
location and composition of lonest Type patterms as they
likely existed in the study anea 200 years ago, Each of the
subsequent four photographs documents o typecal example
ol each of the four forest types. and illustrdes potenbial Tones
management actions necded 10 restore and maintann desred
future conditions.
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e of the basic purposes of fonest ressoraion is o
reduce wildfire risk and damages. The method for achieving
this in overstocked stands of conifers i o significantly
reduce their biomass [ fuel load™) and open up te iree
canopies [“thinming ™) as they existed in carlier thines, when
catastrophic-scale crown fifs Wene uncommon ccoumences.
On fedieral lands this 5 refemed 1o as an “FROC 17 condition.

The Upper South Umpgua Projoct was mitiated by
Douglas County Commissioner, Joe Laurance, 1o consider
the possability of restonng degraded local Forestlands 1o
presettlement condition. O July 15, 2000, he testified wa
Congressional subcommitiee of The House Naturil Resources
Committes in Washington, [H:

Fire Regime Conditeon Class (FRCC) 1 is similar bo the
forgst which Evropean ¢xplorers first found here, That forest
had been muodified by fire For more than six thousand years
tor proiche the native ishabitants sith what were then Fife®s
necessitics. These included abundant wild gane from the
meosi productive and diverse waldlife habital ever knonwn on
this contiment. Similarly. the regulsr buming of competing
vegetation permitied propagatson of nul beanng irecs ancd
other Tood producing planis. Additionally, the historic
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“Healthy Forest™ promobed pristine rivers, stireams, aind kes
that provided an abundan harvest of fish and waterfon
Withan FROC | the nsk of losing key ecosystem components
b fire is bow, while vegetation species composition, structure,
unel pattiern are intsct and fmctioning within the natural
hstone mnge

Rescarch mcthids used 1o detenmime and documeni
1825-cra forest conditions in the study arca meludsd
extensive use of General Land Office survey maps and notes,
histonc maps amd photographs, fcld plots, ol history
indervigws, literatune reviews, anchival research, amd over
S0 GiPS-referenced digial photographs. This latter methosd
documented the ecaton and extent of remamang old-growth
ipre- 1825 orees in the siudy arca, i addition 1o documenting
persistent patterns and patches of such raditonal culiural
foond aned fiber plands as camas, fewn lilics, col's cars,
huckbebermies, hivselnuts, chinguapan, tarweed, servicebery,
wokas, bracken Ferm, thimblebermes, and sallal,

Hestoncal rescarch has given us the map shown: a
generalized depiction of likely Forest conditions in the soudy
arca during the | 8M-1525 fime peniod. The folkow ing four
photographs represent current tvpical comditions within



cach ol the four fonest IWpes or “2ongs | shown om "'|.|;|p
4. The larpe siae and wiide spacuiig of the alder inecs m the
photographs can be gauged by the “human scale™ used 10
mcasne them: Mana Lapham. bong-time Forest science
resesnch oesistan of N "t1.l|'|-{ i, digl mach of (ke fedd
wink o Ehis project

Photograph | shows relicl mees firom an oak ond pine
savanna that was developed and used by native residents. for
hundreds or thousands of years. These ancas wene tended by
cofstnd gathermg of fuel, scoms, and pise nuts from the
trecs and regularly tilling andor bumang the surface anea o
manaze undersiory crops, such as camas., larweed, harel,
and beargrass, Notice how Douglas-fir have invadod the anca
in the past 100+ years, threatening the survival of te few
rermaning odd-growth oak and panc.

RI.':‘-h'fI'III'__' this savanna would entail remos imng Ehwe
|}-.'l'||:_'i:|=|-lil. e lhl;g. amother the (gt [ HALRITL T uld-Frll'-l.th.
removing the surface fuels that have built up around the bases
o the duikis sl punes, and rerntroducing the undersiory plants
il reguilar burmng practices thai crcaled and maieiained
sgvimna conditions i the firsi |'||.h.'|.' Thiere are thousands ol
meres sipmilar to this throughont the fudy aren. wath invasnve
|:|'lll.|'__‘|.h-llr' h|l.l'-'|l:- l'n.|||||'||.' ihe establishisd q'-||,|-1__'n-1.-.1|1 arwd
crealing '|\H:|.1II!|..1| crovwTi=lre condions h:. i .;I:,I-Fu e

conbinuous campy af fime, |1|1|,'1|} fuels, A crown fire undes
these circumstances would likely kil all of the trees in this
prictiine, includmg the obd-growth

Photograph 2 ss a typical condition founsd throughout the
lormmeer Pamse f”"-." i thee shisdy angn. Agsan, thess angss wene
maintaimed by regular prescribed fines in precontact me, and
g yERTE"

e movw e theeatened by thousamds of invasive Douglas-
furs and masdnone

Fhotograph 3 shows the 1825 Douglas-fir Type, which
still contams scattered old-growth sugar and ponderosa pane
spocics which may have dominatied this type in the Indian ora
Restoration provides the best option for prolonging the lives
of these luisborie trees, boo,

Photograph 4 15 a prectune of Huckbcberry Lake. i the
high elevation True Fir Type, The “lake™ i mow a wetland
peraaree. This arca wsed to be a porion of a major hocklebern
gathering comples, equally scoessible b Indian femilies
living in the Rogue River and South Umpgua basins before
these plants were shaded out by the invading conifers. The
inlber trees in the background represent larger diameier, older
n&es ll]n.l.'l'!. l]'..'llll‘l':' 1o the |60k mndd | TN the viist Fra Iy
ol Ihecs, |||in|:.!|‘|_ |'|.|1|||!_l estabhshed thesse lves afber the mid-
| Bills amel throaghouwt the 1900

The comimon theme throaighout this map and phobographs




15 thadt 1 of thousamds of acnes of I.IJIJ-EI'IIH.“I ik, e,
Diameglas-fir, red cedar, and other conifers exist throughout
the sty anea ane i need of immedinie atbentiom, i§ they ane
o survive, The same problem exists Tor the scatiered palches
of huckleberry, camas, 1araeed. and mative grasses. that sl
persist. A forest is, ideally, composed of many facets, housing

Forest Service Torester/progect manager, Tim Baikey, who then
spent the better portion of the next ten years shepherding his
vision theougrh the myniad public meetings, scientific reviews,
commities preseniations, promotional tours, and other hurdles
nooded 1o get things wnderway on the groand.

Pictune 5 shows Bailey in fromt of o portion of the Jims

R e -ﬁm ﬁgﬂ"h "‘h--u-m-.a.ﬁ....‘_. -
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miany different types and species of plants and anmals. Those
are the types of attributes that used w define these lands, and
the same tvpes that can be restored and maintained for Fatune
generations of people and willdlife,

Jimes Creek Project:

Make a Choice and Then Do It is Siep 2,

The second <tep bo forest retortion, is 1o debemine wihal
future conditions ane desired and 1o begin actively restoring
andlor maintaining those desired conditions across the land.
An excellent example of this step is the Jims Creck fores
restoration progect on the Middle Fork Willametie Ranger
Drstnict, which is in the process of completing an mitial $i0-
acre “demonstration project” portion of a 25, (00-scne plan.

The Jims Creck project has demonstrated the feasibility,
profitababiny, and general benefits of conducting laindscape-
scale forest restoration projects on federal fonestlands, bui
it 15 also a pood example of how much time can be spent
in putting these projects tegether, a8 well as the case and
quickness with which they can be stopped by adversanial legal
actions. This project was initially conceived by a local US

i-'d"l'-l--—-ﬂ—
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Creck Projoct i 2000, This area had already been treated by
removing most of the invasive conifers established during
the past century. and by broadcast burming the ground so as
o remove excess litter and logging debnis, Note the scatierod
trees that have been left behind: widely spaced pine of several
different age groups., from seedlings (o saplings and second-
growth to old-growth. Also nole the small herd of ¢k prazing
directly above Tim, near the crest of the hill

Picture & is the same herd of elk as the previous piciure,
seen through a zoom lens. The small charmed stumps and
large woody debris in the foreground will soon rol away o
be consumed in the next few surface fines, The reddish-brown
patiern is bracken fem. a plant harvested in lange quantitics by
many Oregon tribes for its starchy roots and asparagus-like
Tiddlcheads™ that grow m the spring. Ina few mone years,
with a few mone broadeast bums, this area will appear very
simalar 10 what it must have looked like hundreds of vears
ago.

Additional restoration has been hahied at thes tme due 1o
an infestation of red tree voles {“tree mice™) that accompanied
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the migration of Douglas-fir trees o the propoct anca dunng
the past century. Thiese rodents are protecied agairst logging
umader a federal “survey and manage™ regulation. despine the
fict they ane not a theeatemed or endangened specics

This l_xp-,'ut'“-.ui SlpOaEe, based on new federal
regulations and litigaion imitiated by environmenial
organizations, has become the mun difficully in begmning
and completing forest restoration projects in Ovegon and
throughout the West. OF the 25,000 wotal acres of this
propect within the Middle Fork Ranger Destnct, 7,880 acnes
are privately owned and managed for maximum timber
production; more than 7,000 acres have been classificd as
spoticd owl habitat; approximately 7O acres ane 1n reree
arcas that winild likely inclsde the “takimg™ of spotted owls;
and the remaining <K scres ane populated with regulated
tree voles, A mver flows through the project anca thal conlams

e .

twiin listed fish species and “there is a perception on e par of
the regulatory agencies that this type of restoration work can
have a negative effect on fish.™

Diespite these hurdles, there 1= a lot of work needing bo be
done and a bt of people wanting 1o do it

Conclusinons

Forest restoration projects should be conducied on o
landscape-scale basis inorder 1o be effective biologically,
pesthetically, and economically. Project boursdanes shoulbd
include sufficicnt commicrcial matenials to ireal the prajpect
area and show a profic Profitable and beneficial sctions are
'ﬁl,.l\l.lilllﬂ"ln." i i |-:I||1:-1|:||'|I. h.'mh. i e have leamed From
mmore than 10NN years of Tones Hisbory (0 1his region

The actions neadad o restone our Tonests (o carlwer,
more desirable conditions would create thiusands of jobs
for decades, jobs (o make the best use ol DRIF TEROUrees,



prviect our old-growih and s wildhile, and greatly neduce the

likelihood and sevenity of waldhire when they did take place
Based on mv own experiences and observatns, |

haik there are i L|Ii|u_|,':q. that mikist be in ['l|:|.u|.' e Forest

resbOi Mk [ pecls B [\ \ll...'n:f-flﬂ ] 1|II'||_.:-I.-..'H:11. Ihasis
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14 Areas slated Tor restosation should include '\I.Ifﬁl.!lL"lIll-_H
o boinclaries and \rh,"l,:itin.'all:ll.rll‘h o il progecis e s
profitable;

2} Restoration projects should be Lindscape-scale (25,000
1o 250,000 peres) in siee o onder 1o be economucally efhicien
amd bindogically effective over tme;

3y Lascal residents and businesses should be in strong
sppor of restoration projects, and be given socess (o all
infiormation that develops dunmg the process;

4 Local project managers shaould be know ledpeable and
capable of communicating scientific, technscal, and pohineal
Aspecis ala |‘rr41in'l tiv hoszal citizens

| rememnn cémaan thal e adoplion ol s praclices, as
defined, would have many immediate and positive effects
o forest health, old-growth presenvation, endangered species
protection, mral economees, mbermational trade balances, and
many other economical, ecological, cultural, histomcal, pesthetic

E <Bt

.q"_lﬂ

and recreational values associated with Ovegon's fonests,

The degradation, destrection, and lox of our federal
fprests and grasslands (o wildfire, bags, and disease will
COniiluiLe law |."q.l,:_||il|.|,.' ik JLIII.E A5 Wi conlanue our curment
|'|i|.I|| al p:nu'n; ay Lblihlll\;l,' and ||-.:F|l..‘u'l }'-".l."-ll.l-fil'll.I LRIr
Malwon = lorests means resloring Fu;.'u|1||._‘ n par, as
active managers - oour lands, The benefits for doing
o have been listed; the impediments o gelting staried
have been largely seli-inflicted, are almist entirely
polinical (rather than scientific or humanitarian), and can
be readily surmounted, given effective leadership or E
common tiery. The best tome Tor doimg something



w. This photograph origimally appeared in our Fall Editiof

of 199, Taken by Mike MedMugray s
_fw'-lh.--:i owl being -.;.ill'.--:l 11l '11:;.'4-q-:|
N

Spotted owls have now been in the news for more than
40 years; were lested as an endangered species via the En-
dangered Specics Act in |90 have been actively managed
since 1992 by classification of milleons of acres of foderal
forestlands in Washington, Oregon, and California as “cnili-
cal halatat™ = amd have still dechimed m population at an
estimated rate of 2-3% a year ever since

Mo one will argwe that these resulis are based on politi-
cal decisions that have had unexpected and wide-ranging
cultural, hiological, cconpmical and acsthetic repercus-
sions; particularly in the Pacific Northwest, Some have ¢cven
referred 1o these circumstances as a “major social experi-
ment,” According to federal legislation and much of the
popular press, spotted owl legislative decisions have been
based on the “Best Available Scicnce,” the “newest” scien-
tific information, and “scientific consensus.”

wig a northern

vl Ui her, :

‘ding toMike at the time, “I0s toud o find ru-.i in

old growth! 1 only found them in seecond growth.”

= B

But were they really? And even if rue, was all of this
“newest science” used 1o make wise or thoughtful kegisla-
tive decisions? Efforts to stabilize or increase spotied owls
numbers have cost American taxpavers tens of billions of
dollars, been panly responsible for unprecedented numbers
of catastrophic wildfires, cansed the boss of tens of thou-
sands tax-producing jobs for western US familics, ereaied
econaamic hardships for hundreds of reral countics, towns,
and indusarics, and indircetly resulied in the deaths of mil-
lions of native plants and animals,

Was that part of the plan? Should we continue down
the same path o “recovery” that has resulted from these
decisions? My personal congern is nof the politics involved
in making such decisions — that's what politscs are for. My
concert i5 that the scientific process is bemg misused and
degraded via such politics, thereby reducing public faith



im the credibility and capability ol science in general and
scientists in particular. Also, 1 think the public should be
direcly involved in such decision-making processes and not
continue 1o leave it up 1o university and agency committees
and the courts. Lawyers on both sides of the table get paid in
these disputes, and so do politicions and govermment scien-
(%15 = i 15 just the loggers, truck drivers, sawmill workers,
foresters, engineers, tree planters, and construction workers
thai are lefi with the consequences,

The American public has been jold that ihe scientific
information used 1o drive spotted owl political decisions
has been “peer reviewed,” oflen with the declaration that
it i the Istest and best information available for making
such decisions (and thus leaving “science™ and scoentists as
scapegoats when things don’t work out; i.e., “polilics™). The
quality ol peer reviewed science, however, depends on the
chosen method of review, the qualifications of reviewers,
and the review criteria = which are typically expressed as a
series of questions,

The US agencies in charge of managing public resourc-
5 have not been forthcoming aboan the scientific informa-
tion and quality of peer reviews used 1o drve their policies
and decistons, There is no logical reason the American
public has been excleded from this process, nos 15 there any
legical repson to continue such exclusion. The following
five questions are imended 1o begin a more transpanent and
scientifically credible review of the “science-based™ man-
agement decisions involving spotted owls, These criteria
are just as valid for public discussion as they are for scien-
tific review, and | believe should become pant of the public
debate on these animals,

1. Are Spotted Owls Even a Species?

This 15 a trickier question than vou might suspect. When
I wias a kid in public schools 1 was taught that animals tha
could biokogically breed and produce viable offspring were
considensd the same species. A lew anomalies such as lions,
tigers, horses, and burros usually stretched the limmits of
these discussions; otherwise, viable offspning was the rule.
The generation o Americans who taught this basic approach
to bological xonomy were members of the same gencra-
tion that passed the Endongered Species Act in 1973, as
spotted owls were first being introduced 10 the general pub-
lic. What was the principal iment of this legislation? More
importanily, how were they defining “species™

The most common owl in North Amersca is called the
“hoot owl,” or “bared owl.” It looks amd soumsds almost
exacily like a spotied owl, occupies the same range, and has
successhully bred and produced viable voung with spot-
ted owls, Are spotted owls therefore, just the westerm-most
cousins of the brown-eyed hoot owl family” Or did some
commities of nameless scientists give them separate Latin
names that somehow ransformed them into separnte spe-
cies?!

And i they really are the same species, shouldn’t this
whole “critical habitat” operation be shut down ASAP and
the people who assembled it be held accountable?

10

The analogy | have been using for several vears is
probably not politically comect, but makes this key point
in terms most audiences can relate to: *there are far greater
varations i physiology, vocalizatnons, coloration, pre-
ferred habiats, diet, and appearance between o Pygmy and a
Swoede than between a barmed owl and o spotted owl.” Some=
limes some people seem uncomiprable by this comparison,
50 polpioes, red and vellow roses or German shepherds and
French poodles can be subsiituted as discussion poinis if the
audience is mose familiar with those species.

The point is, humans have mastered selective breeding
and domestication of many species of plants and animals —
and now we are trying to do the same thing with a particular
group of wild owls. The public, at least, should know what
it i% spending such enormous sums of money on = and if
it's only to breed a particular vanely of common hoot owl,
shouldn't that information be known and perhaps reconsid-
erad?

2. What is so “Critical”™ About “Habitat™?

In 1992 the federal government designated several
million acres of Pacific Northwest foresis as “critical habi-
11" for spotted owls, thereby fundamentally changing the
management methods and focus of our public foresis. These
lands were no longer managed by the US Forest Service
and Bureau of Land Management foresters, but rather put
into the hands of US Fish and WildliF: Service (USFWS)
bicslogists ~ who declared them off-limits 1o logging and
most other commmercial activities, These same londs had
been used for subsistence and recreation by generations of
American families, and for hundreds of generations ol local
Indian families before them. Now it was being made inlo
a massive and unprecedented reserve for a single species:
spotied owls.

These so-called “cntical” properties were designated
by dosens of 2.7 mile diameler “crop circles.” supposedly
based on the “home range” of a nesting spotted owl. The
final resuli was much like ihe cookies or biscuits shaped for
your mom with drinking glasses or leacups when you were
first leaming 1o bake. The circles mostly correlated o owl
sightings and were concentrated in public lands the US-
FWS did not want loggzed. Thus, about seven million acres
of some of the world's finest timberlands were abruptly
removed from management for humas wses for the first
time in history. These designations were transformative and
unprecedented, vel quickly adopled without independent
scientific review or substamive public discussion.

Environmental aciivisis and some scientisis have long
claimed that spotted ow] habitat used v exist in [ar greater
amounts before 1940 than it does now -- therefore, spotted
owl numbers must have been greater m the unknown past
than they are now. This i a baseless assumplion that cannot
be documented and therefore needs serious eritical examina-
tion before accepance - much less wodespeead adoption at
AN eNOMMOUS COSL B0 LaxXpayers of treasment as a “Tac”

In 1996 1 wrote a research report for a Pontland, Oregon
v firen dealing with this issue. My study area was the Co-
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Vicinity af Oregon Cascade Reserves. Darkest green polygons below

4,000 feet elevation were most likely to contain spotted owl habitat 115 years age (Zybach 1996: 6).

lumbia River Gorge, including thousands of acres of privaie
and lederal lorestlands along both Oregon and Washingslon
sides. My findings showed — and documented — that spot-
ted owl “habitat”™ (by current definitions at that time) was
unlikely ever more than 5% or 10%% of the total study area

during anytime since the 1 75, Subsequent research over
two million other forested acres in westem Oregon have
vielded similar documented findings.

There is no demonstrated comelation between owl
populations and artificial designations of “critical habit™
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soming. These areas appear far more critical for the survival
of agency biologists and ecologists than for owls of any
siripe or spot, Predator-prey relationships seem 1o have
much more 10 do with owl populations than forest struciure
- @i assertion borne oul by effonts used 1o restore endan-
pered condor populations, which are kept and bred in capes,
and by the fact that at least one agency wildlife baologis

o

Dr. Ben Stout in spotted owl habitat near Mt. Jefferson Wilderness on the western shore of

species — including Darwin's 15 finches, Passennes are the
second most numerows venebrate families on the planet,
following bomy fishes, and the basis for most subsequent
findings and theonies regardimg evolution.

I the mad- 1900k, Darwin's thoughts on natural selec-
tion were being refined into “scological niche” theory, a
sysiematic look al “how ecological objecis it logether 1o

Round Lake, May 15, 2004 (photograph by B. Zybach, www.ORW W.org).

caught and kepd a spotied owl as a family ped for 30 vears

3. Are Barred Owls a Living Example of

“Matural Selection?™

“Darwin’s Finches™ are 15 species of closely related
birds ~ but with entirely difTerent beaks and leeding habis,
adapted o their local environmenis, These birds, and their
individual variations, were first noted by Charles Darwin in
his exploration of the Galapagos Islands in 1833, and were
instrumental in the development of his theories of biological
evolution and “natural sebection.”

Darwin’s finches aren’t really finches an all, but passer-
imes: members of an order of songhinds and perching birds
containing more than 110 families and more than 5 000
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form enduring wholes™ (Patten and Auble 1981}, Tt is basi-
cally an effon to systemaiize Diorwin’s theones so they can
b diagrammied and programmed inte mathemaiical com-
puter models.

Spotted owls were first described in California in 1837,
in Arieong in 1872, in Washington in 1892, and in Oregon in
114, Barred oav] weere first described i 1799 in the east-
em LIS, expanded therr mnge westward to Montana in the
19205, and were interbreeding with spotted owls in Westerm
Oregon and Washington by 1975, From all hisioncal per-
spectives, i appears as ifiwo isolated populations of hoot
owls — wesiern and easiem — have coincidentally expanded
their ramges dunng the past century or 30, and have now



Joimed topether to form viable hvbnds that are replacing
former spolted owl populations. How is this any &ilTerent
than Evropeans and Africans colonizng Nonh Amenca and
replacing Mative American pepulations as they “expanded
their range™”

In 2007 the US Fish & Wildlife Service began a long-
term pregram of svsiematically Killing barmed owls in order
b maimain the genetic punity of local spoited owl popula-
tons, You can use dogs or roses — or humans — as analo-
gies here Lo see how artificial breeding precedence is being
used, 1s this a god-like attempt 10 control evolution, simply
angther human effont 1o anificially produce desired breed-
g charactenstics, or some kind of ecological mche theory
testing opporuniy’?

Depending on the ranonale usad 1o justify these actions,
the next questions bacome: “Is this method logical or practi=
cal? And, “How much does il cos?”

4. How Reliable Are Computerized

Predictive Models?

Modeling isnt rocket science — il 1501 even & science,
Compuier sciences made rapid gains in qualily during the
19705 and 19805, with one result ofien being modeling pre-
dictions accepled as reasonable substitutions for actual field
observations and independent analysis —~ especial’y by other
modelers.

Wildlife models are almost exactly the same thing as
“Sims"” computer games, but with a lot more acronyms and
algorithms in their attempds 10 mimic actual life. And then
predict the future. Making predictions and comparing them
with aciual outcomes 15 a hallmark of scientiflic methodobo-
gy, but when predicions are based on unsimed assumplions,
unproven theories, and “informed”™ speculation = all 1ypical
modeling characienstics == then the product can be little
different than any other computer game. Models are a very
useful tool for summarizing current knowledge and suggest-
ing possible futures, but they have proven no more capable
of predicting future conditions and catastrophes than ancient
aracles or modern religious leaders and politicians. Or most
sCIEnlsis.

In his book “Best Available Science (BAS). Fundamen-
tal Metrics for Evaluation of Scienufic Claims™ (Moghissi
etal. 20009, Dr. Alan Moghissi categoriees computeriaed
predictive models into five basic tvpes. Those tvpically
used to model wildlife populations and habitan comelanons
b terms “primary” amnd “secondary™ models. Despite their
imherent weaknesses, he observes that society “has no other
choice™ but to use primary models in making certain deci-
sions, Regarding secondary models, however, he states, *'a
sociely that bases s decisions on these models must accept
the notion that it may woste iis resources.”

OHien, the only peopbe said 1o be “qualified” 10 assess
models and modeling metheds are “other modelers.” The
resulis have not been good. 11 is lime 1o shine some dayligh
on this mdustry amd have actual environmenal scientists
and concerned members of the public take a better ook at
“the man behind the cunain.™

5. What Do Governmeni Scientisis Say

About Owl Recovery Plans?

Certainly, if the US govemment was going to spend bil-
lions of our dollars, ruin the economies of hundreds of our
communities, and kill millions of wild plants and animals in
the process, they would have o least used “peer reviewed”
science — and been transparent in their methods == wouldn®
they™

[ 2007 a number of prominent wniversity and agency
scientists that had help creme the spotted owl “recovery
plans™ were asked, in essence, by USFWS 1o review their
own work. Mot surprisingly, they decided it was pretly good
siull and - despite declining spodied owl numbers - we
should be doing more of il

The “Scientific Review of the Drufi Northem Spotted
Owl Recovery Plan and Reviewer Comments™ was writ-
ten by Steven Courtney, Jerry Franklin, Andy Carey, Miles
Hemstrom, and Paul Hessburg, several of who also ap-
pear prominently in their review bibliography — often fior
wirk done for, or used by, the USFW 5. Despate the obwi-
ous potential for bias with this armngement, the work was
conducted openly and iransparently and resulted in several
uselul abservations and recommendations, including:

» Current models of owls and the ir habitars are largely
heunistic. Hence decisions on importanl issues such as re-
serve sive, spacing, etc., must be made with relatively weak
prediclive tools.

= The approach of the Drafi Recovery Plan for designai-
ing habitat goals is deeply flawed. However the need to set
locally appropriate and sustainable habitat goals remains a
valid goal,

 The threat from wildiire 15 underestimated im the Drafi
Recovery Plan . . . This threat is likely to increase given
both current forest conditions, and future climatic change,

Conclusions

1) Federal spotied owl regulations have been imple-
mented during the past 25 vears al an enormous cost 1o
Americon mxpayers; panicularly those living in rural
limber-dependent areas of the western LS,

21 Current plans are a proven failire. Torgeted owl
populations continue to decline despite an unprecedented
public investment inlo their maintenance.

3) Barred owls and spoiied owls may be the same species,
in which there is no logical need to continue managing for the
survival of either one, Or, they may be difTerent species and we
are simply wilnessing natural selection m progress,

4) The scientific basis for these plans thould be ¢onsid-
ered in full light of public and scientilic review belore they
are continued much longer; the methods by which agency
modelers and wniversity theosisis apparently diciate federal
policies should also be reconsidersd,

51 Scientific research and review teams dealing with
spotted owl and critical habitat issues should also include
scientists with an understanding of current and historical
robes of people in the environment, such as landscape
historians and cultural anthropologists. @
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Newton’s Paradox:

Dr. Mike Newton 15 the well-known Professor
Emeritus of forest ecology at Oregon State University

(OSL), During the past 20+ years he has performed de-
tailed research on a number of western Oregon stremms.,

micasurng temperature, volume, primary production
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Why Fish Prefer Clearcuts Over Streamside Buffers

- 'ﬂ@m—m Zybach Phﬂ

i,

(“fish food™), and fish volumes in forest streams dis-
playing a wide variety of forest comditions. His mea-
surements have taken place m clearcuts, matuns forests
with mo logging, and in single-bufiered and doubled-
buffered stretches of fish-beaning sireams in the Coast



Range and western Cascades,

In 1971 Oregon became the first State (o adopt a
Forest Practices Act requiring streams be protected from
negative impacts by logging operations. There was no
scientific basis to the adopted rules at that time, and
streamside buffers (undisturbed vegetation lefit along the
banks of fish-bearing streams) were primarily for the
purpose of reducing soil erosion and water pollution.

In 1987 the rules were amended 1o require larger
buffer widths; in 1992 the N'W Forest Plan extended
buffer widths to 130+ feer, now with a focus on enhanc-
ing or maintaining fish habitar. It was thought that shade
and fallen trees from buffers maintained cooler water
tempersures, and that was a good thing for figsh = par-
ticularly salmon and trout (Msalmonids™).

Mewton's forest research in western Chregon be-
gan in 1939, In 1990 he began establishing long-term
studies on select forested streams, Now, in 2013, those
studies are beginning to reveal the trugé scope of logging
effects on native fish populations. Newton’s most sur-
prising finding: fish and their food did better in arcas of
streams that had been opened to sunlight by logging or
tree fall gaps, compared to areas heavily shaded beneath
forest canopies. They also did bener in full sunlight
than in logged areas with required buffers. Others have
observed the same.

That was the paradox: Why do fish do betier {more
and larger fish) in areas with lile or no streamside veg-
etation than they do in “habitas™ specifically designed
and legislated for their well-being? In fact, it appeared
that required buffers actually inhibited fsh populations
and were counterproductive for their intended purpose:
that is, salmonids did much better in streams that had
been clearcut with no buifering vegetation than they did
in streams with partial buffering: which in tum did bet-
ter than streams with full buffering. or that hadn’t been
logged at all, even when warmer than the regulatory
standard.

Current Oregon Regulations

I was involved in forest management is5ues as a re-
forestation contractor when riparian vegetation first be-
came o topic of general discussion and mew regulations
in Ovegon during the 1970s. Prior to then, and even for
a while thersafier, the US Forest Service had “stream
cleaning”™ contracts, where contraciors were charged
with removing all evidence of logging and other man-
agement activities from streams — even leaves and small
iwigs! The work made little sense: twigs, leaves, limbs
and trees would keep falling into the stream afier the
workers left, and were being washed downstream 1o
the ocean in any instance. The first contract | ever did
of that nature was also my last; about 15 stream miles
from the ocean, in the late 19807,

During that same time period, efforts wene success-
fully being made 1o preserve remaining old-growth trees
from harvesting activities, and large amounts of forest
were thus being set aside and put off limits o logging.
Soon, hydrologisis and fish biologists followed this lead
and began championing similar set asides for riparian
arens, claiming the trees and shrubs were needed 10 1)
help offset erosion, and 2) provide good habitat for fish.
Regulations followed, and harvesting next to stream-
banks was soon forbidden.

The argument then became how wide unlogged buf-
fers should be. and regulations began being revised and
more riparian land began being removed from active
management operations. The subsequent rescarch of
Mewton and others examined whether buffers actually
led to acceptable regulatory standards for fish-bearing
sircams. These studies revealed ithat small differences
within buffer rules could make the difference between
meeting or nol meeting the new regulations.

Thirty-two streams with full (two-sided) buffers
were measured over ime, but several had somewhat
wider buffers than the current Depantment of Forestry
rules required, due to the Protection of Cold Water Stan-
dard criterion set by the Oregon Department of Envi-
ronmental Guality {DEQ). Fish were not evalucated.

This triggered the question of whether wider bulfers
were actually more effective. The DEQ study consid-
ered only buffer width on both sides of a stream -- and
water temperature — but did not consider other factors
influencing the Ashery; i.e.. the fish themselves. As a
result, the several reports of general increase in fish
productivity when clearcuts extended to the water’s
edge were not considered in the state-sponsored study
of the use of buffers in meeting the regulatory criteria,
Temperature data was accepted from Newton's work;
fish and primary production data were nol.

The Importance Of Stream
Temperature To Salmonids

One of the earlicst studies of the relation between
water temperatures and salmonid populations was by
Geoffrey Greene in North Carolina in 1950, compar-
ing the different temperatures and trout populations in
two streams: one that ran through a foresied area, and
another exposed 1o full sun as it ran through farmland,
He asserted and confirmed that the “maximum tempera-
ture limit™ for rainbow and brown irout was about 80
degrees Fahrenheit.

The maximum year-long measures of the farm
stream varied from 65 1o 79 degrees F., while the forest
siream never became more than 66 degrees == which
Greene considered the “optimum temperature™ for
brook trout. Neither stream reached the faal 80 degrees
during the year. From these indings he concluded:
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“once-productive trout streams can be restored by the
control of stream temperatures through good watershed
management,” To achieve that objective he thought it
important 1o manage “all aspects of a watershed as a
unit,” rather than be managed “on a piccemeal basis.”

Greene also recognized that trout oblained almost
all their food from aquatic organisms, “which are
believed 1o thrive more abundanily at higher temipera-
tures.” He therefore advised: “the most satisfactory
practices would be those that raised the feeder stream
tlemperatures to the maximum productivity of the
agquatic organizms, yet did not increase the downstream
temperatures above the limit of wolerance” via “the cane-
ful manipulation of vegetation and other kinds of land
use practices.” Many of Greene's 1950 findings and
edicts remain excluded in determination of the basis for
managing salmonids and water temperatures in trout
bearing streams 1o this time.

Of greater scientific significance, because of geo-
graphic range, technical sophistication of measures, and
sheer volume of rescarch over time, is the numerous
papers and reports by 1. R. Brett, beginning in 1952 and
continuing into the 1990's, Brett's research showed that
the warmer the water, the maore productive for well-fed
fish up to about 64 degrees F.; whercas at 68 degrees
well-fed fish grew at 90 percent of the maximum rates
observed at lower temperatures - thus confirming, with
greater precision, Greene's findings,

The History Of Disturbance

History tells us that fish have evalved and survived
disturbances far more severe and widespread than
clearcut logging or farming, including: windsiorms,
catastrophic wildfires, volcanic eruplions, mass flood-
ing. major landslides, extended droughts, ete. Such
disturbances have almost always resulted in significant
long-term changes 1o sireamside shading, Mative fish
have therefore survived and evolved with Muctuatng
siream temperatures — daily, seasonally, and occasion-
ally. Their ability to swim o more favorable conditions
during these changes should not be discoumed,

As one result, the DEQ standard of 64 degrees F.
for most of the salmonids and their habitats in Oregon
fits neither the streams nor the fishery. The streams vary
=0 much, and the environments in which they flow vary
s0 much, that one standard cannot be made 1o adapt the
fisheries that are acclimated to those streams. Neither the
streams nor the fish are as static or 25 homogenous as the
stanckards; they never have been amd they never can be,

The DEQ criterion currently under consideration
for protecting the cold water standard is that no forest
practice shall allow an increase in the T-day mean tem-
perature of water of 0.5 degrees F. or more downstream
from a forestry operation, regardless of the natural

temperature of the stream. A major echaical problem is
that existing temperature measuring equipment is only
sensitive 1o plus or minus 032 degrees F., with a range
of 064 degrees. The regulatory 0.5 degree variation
can’t even be accursely measured,

This requirement eliminated any forestry operation
intended Lo maintain the fiparian forest, or o provide
improved growth and health of affecied fish, Moreover,
year-to-year variation in natural stream lemperatune
is well over one degree. That meant the only way o
enforce this criterion was to require there be no change
at all in riparian forest cover; 2., no logging or other
active management allowed.

Research Methods

The question then became: What, other than temper-
ature, limits primary productivity of streams? Answer:
short-wave light energy, and the related photosynthetic
process that suppons the food chain. Newton’s research
in the past 22 years, conducted in large part with re-
search assistant Liz Cole, has emplayed well over 100
“thermistors” registering summer-lang stream lempera-
tures at 4 hour intervals along several streams. Their
placements bracketed clearcus, partial buffers, and
Oregon Department of Forestry’s (ODF) Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMP) streamside boffers. The instru-
mients have recorded the years before harvests and from
510 17 years following harvests of several kinds.

Study streams ranged from eastermn Douglas County
to northern Lincoln County, all in western Oregon, in
both the Coast and Cazcade mountain ranges. This
work is part of the OSU Watershed Rescarch Coop-
erative (WRC), an organization with several other
large walersheds under close examination. Streams in
the WRC study have ranged from maximum sunmer
temperatures of 50 to 68 degrees F. — all well within the
desired range of temperature conditions for salmonids.

MNewton and Cobe’s research within the WRC
involved four low 1o medium elevalion streams with
basins of 600 to 1000 acres each, o determing how the
arrangement and amount of streamside buffers in clear-
cut units influenced stream and air temperatures. Condi-
tions included no-tree bulfers, partiml buffers 40-feet
wide, and two-sided BMP buffers 50 to 100 feet wide.
Impacts of clearcul logging on stream tenperatures
were determined hased on time series analyses of post-
harvest trends compared 1o pre-harvest trends.

Research Findings
Trends for daily maximoms and means significantly
increased after clearcutting in no-tree buffer units.
Partial buffers led to slight (less than 2 degrees F.) or
no increased warming. BMP units led to significantly
increased warming, slight warming, or no increased



warming, depending wpon the stream. The effects of
clearcutting and different buffers on daily minimum
temperatures also varied by stream. Maximum tem-
perature peaks were not maintained in downstream
units; that is. elevated lemperatures within logging units
quickly returned to average stream temperatures within
short distances of leaving the units.

Clearcutting led to increases in daily mazimum and
mean air emperatures above the stream for most bulfer
designs, with the greatest increases in the no-buffer
units. Changes 1o daily minimum air temperatures var-
ied among buflfer design and streams. Although there
were some inconsistencies in trends with different buf-
fer designs among the streams, there were also differ-
ences related 1o buffer implementation, changes in solar
radiation, and stream femures,

Several studies have described fish tolerance 1o ele-
vated temperatures. the ability of fish to readily adapt 1o
such changes within a 24 hour nme period, and the very
critical role of food availability with rising lemperature.
The survival of salmonids at temperatures 77 degrees
F. and above depends on the duration of exposure. The
importance attached 1o stream temperature in regards to
fish has been widely cited, but seldom with respect o
the variability with which fish can respond (o a range of
such temperatures

Clearcuts with no buffers showed the largest posi-
tive response — bul all cut units measured better than
any unlogged units.

Peak temperatures above 64 degrees F. are neces-
sary to achieve mean temperatures in the optimum
range for salmonid metabolism. The daily Auctuations
of temperatures ranged from 2 degrees to 4 degrees F.
in most forest streams within the study aneas, with brief
peaks and very productive means.

Stream reaches with some direct sun on them were
the most productive for both the food chain and the fish-
ery as long as they didn’t exceed 71 degrees F. To this
point, none of the 32 study area streams have reached
thait level,

Temperature changes in logged units did not persist
more than bricAy downstream as water moved into other
environments. gaining heat each day and losing it each

mighi,
Why Fish Like Light

Brome Creek, a tributary to Hinkle Creek ., the site
of & major WRC subbasin-scaled study in the western
Cascades of Douglas County, demonstrated that full sun-
light on the stream provided twice as much fish biomass
as any other harvested unit, and all three harvested uniis
produced more fish than any of the uncut units between
harvested units, Other streams in the Hinkle Creek study
also increased fish productivity afier harvest,

Light clearly is responsible for fish growth. This re-
sult was despite the completely clearcut units reaching
maximum (but mol mean) temperstures of 71 degrees F.,
and were lrequently above 64 degrees. Newton's studies
in several of these streams showed that the periphyton
and macroinvertebrate abundance (“fish food™) was
greatest where the most light reached the streams. On
all streams peak iemperatures were within the range
im which fish growth was roughly 80 1o 100 percent of
growth observed a1 62 degrees: the optimum.

The Argument Against
Homogenized Standards

Several factors weigh against a single set of erite-
ria for all streams. First, fish tolerate a wide range of
temperitures. Mortality of salmonids begins only when
held above 75 degrees F. for an extended period of time,
Brief excursions to such iemperatures reduce feeding
rate and raise respiration reversibly, but extended expo-
sure leads to slower, or even cessation, of growth before
mortality begins.

Mewton's observations of highest stream productiv-
ity occurred when streams were fully exposed to sun,
sometimes when summer temperature peaks were well
above the numeric criteria, revealing serious and costly
flaws in the regulatory process.

The notion of requiring more shade when less shade
equates to more biological productivity of streams
represenis a conflict between regulatory convenience
(meeting a numerical criterion) and resoarce sensitiv-
ity (increasing fish biomass). Moreover, many streams
are far too cold for optimum fish metabalism, and yet
the Protecting Cold Water Standard prohibits operations
that would provide both a more preductive temperatune
range and more efficient harvesting operations.

Recommendations

Newton makes the following recommendations,
based on his own research and on the research of others:

1} The approach o stream quality should be one
that first reflects that water quality in most Oregon com-
mercial forestlands is excellent:

2} There should be fexibility in management op-
tigns that allow optimizing tree harvest in order to
improve fisheries productivity; and

3) Such an approach allows {or encourages) peri-
odic entry into buffering forests in order to maintain
optimum conditions — an activity not allowed by cur-
rent rules.

Mewton's paradox: and at a steep cost 1o Oregon
taxpayers, businesses, counties, and fish populations.

Nore: A lnnger version of this arricle, with active limks
i references, was first posted on A New Centwry of Forest
Planning blog, where it received nearly 50 conments af
et
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“THE OREGON PLAN”

An Oregonian’s Solution to the Ongoing
Forest Wars of the Western United States

By Bob Zybach, PhD.
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with me (and
anyone else who
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midnagement
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forests -- and
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forests in the
wieslerm Uinted
Stoles

Duaring the
rast M yvears
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conflicts between B

thee Diviher indus
try and envinon-
meenial activisis

Nick Napier, Day

regarding the
MmGnagemen
of our federal lands have become so well knowwn they
are commenly refemmed (o as the “Fonest Wars™ a conflict
i whsch Opponents have laken sudes a8 1o whether our
nation s forests should be prncipally managed for the eco-
nomic and resource benefil of local and national inferesis,
or whether they should be allowed 1o “function naturally™
for intrmsic values and not necewsarily be subpectad 1o
harvesting al all. These conflicts are not poculiar to jusi
Ciregon or 1o the western LS, but have also been taking
place in other countries as well, such as Brazil, Venesuela,
Australia, and Tasmania

Crpgay s proposed solulion l\.'llIII:IIILIIIII:| knovwn o= the
=1 HEsy Plan™ faor Y Years bBecause ol 1= p|||:-.'||,1n.-|l

authorship, 15 (0 divide the lands o two pars; one o
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¢ Hainey, Wayne Glesy, and Bill Ha
Wholesale Lumber Association’™s 20010 annual meeting in Portland, Oregon. Giesy
has promoted his idea for improved management of Oregon’s federal lands to forest
industry, environmental organizations, and elected officials for the past 30 vears,
during which time it has evolved into the “Oregon Plan for Federal Foresis.”

genstein at the Poriland

be managed for multiple use - with an economic focus
"I"""'l-' imre tradhiional hnes. ond the other to e |1'|.|||_|:_l._-|_|
in accordance with environmental concerns, The former
approach would be subject to exisling state and federal
laws and regulstions reganding npanan ancas, road con-
struction, elc., nnd the latier would allow for whatever har-
vesls were needed 1o maintain forest health, recreational
uses, wildlife habitat, and other envircnmental concems
[hese separate approaches would be taken for an B0-vear
perod 1o fully test them out, and then reconsidered at tha
timne based on existing resulls and perceplions

After being discussed and reconsidered in detail with
inflseniial members of both communities, the plan has

transitioned imto a mone represeniative “Chregon Plan,’
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The 2013 “0&C Lands Report™ prepared for Governor John Kitzhaber

Lumiber Lo
in Dawson,
ﬂl‘l:uu!'l. he
approached
Ralph with
his concems
in regards to
INCTCsITgE
environmen-
ial actions o
restnet logging
activities on
federal knnds,
A the timee
Wayne thought
that im order to
secune i stable
supply of logs
from BLM
(&C Lands
wihere
Hull-Crakes
then obained
masl of 185 raw
maicnals —a
ibeal shaiald b
made between
the foresi in-
dustry and the
environmenial
OrganiEations
to divide the
disputed lands
Ik TWEh o=
thons: 112 for
environmental
purposes and
1/2 for public
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After nearly
A year con-
sidering this
idea, Ralph

gave Wayne the

displays these pie charts as possible options for management of federal | . o000
moving forward BLM forestlands in western Oregon. Note that Option C is identical to the ocources and

S0/50 management split first proposed by Wayne Giesy 30 years ago, and ccoumpement

that other options simply constitute “variations on a theme,”

common fonest

resources” A growing number of people and organizations
on both sides of the table seem to think so.

Sometime

gan work as an emplovee of Ralph Hull, of Hull-Oakes

Oakes Lumber Company.

necded to pres-
el this idea 1o
other forest industry leaders, with full backing of Hull-

When Wayne first presented his idea 1o a number

in 19E3, shortly after Wayne first be-

of forest industry leaders e was openly laughed at, and
accused of “giving away the farm” by other members of
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ihese groups who couldn’t conceive of the environmienial
organizations. having enough power or credibility 1o obiain
stich a major commitment of public resources, At that time
local loggers and sawmill owners had access 1o perhaps
#5% of the standing federal nmber in Oregon; tnday that
mumber is much closer 1o 15% acoess, as ihe remiminder
s been dedicated 1o “critical habita™ for Thicatened

and Endangered Species, nparian “reserves,” Wilderness,
roadless areas, and other designited “sel axides.”

Giesy s iea first became publicly known through an
editorial written and published by bong-time and well-
reapecied Albany Democrat-Herald editor, Haso Hernng,
in May 2003, Although Heming's editorial focused more
on Wayne's suggestions regarding timber salvage firom
recent western Oregon wildfires rather than a basic divi-
sion of all federal lands, be used the name “Giesy Plan™ 1o
label Wayne's thoughts: “The Giesy plan sounds visionary
because it is based on common sense and assumies that ob-
stackes can be overcome. That's the way most Americans
wsed o think. Would that more of us did so now.™

Cwrreni Herations

Tosday the name “Dregon Plan™ s used more often o
represent Wayne's onginal proposal, as it had been comsid-
ered for some time prior 1o Herring s aditorial, Although
its influence is generally nol recognized or ackeow bedged
in ongoing debates reganding the same forest manage-
mient problems that existed 30 years ago, current proposals
strongly mirror Wayne's original suggestions and cenainly
have their basis in his unvarying advocacy,

During the past two years, there has been significant
political discussion concerning the need o resodve the
long-standing debate between forest indusiry and environ-
meenital groups in regands 1o the OXC Lands in westen Or-
cgon. Every one of these efforts has focused oma division
of public forestlands between competing timber produe-
thon, environmenial preserves, and riparian rescrves — as
first suggested by Wayne in the carly 1980, and actively
sdvocated by him ever since:

I 200 2 Ohregeon Govermor John Kitehaber formied an
O&C Lands task force o address the problem of those
forests 1o meet their federally mandated obligagions. On
February 6, 2013 the task force released a 96-page report
that offered a series of opions — each based upon Giesy’s
prncipal suggestion thal the lands be divided between the
opposing factions and managed according 1o their indi-
vidual perspectives, A series of graphs on page 46 of the
report illustraled a senes of proposed options; with cach
one being based on Winyne's basic argument to equitshly
dividie the land between resounce production and forest
preservillion.

Also in 2012, Oregon Congressmen Peter DeFazio,
Cireg Walden, and Kurt Schrader developed a proposal,
integrating ihe Kitzhaber repaori and based on the same
concept developed by Giesy regarding the division of

fiederal forestlands. The resulting proposed legislation,
called the DeFario-Schrader- Walden O&C Bill by fellow
Congressman Doc Hasting, was inchaded as pan of the
successful House Bill 1526. It has been generally sup-
poried by western Oregon members of the forest indusary,
but opposed by numerouss environmental omaniations,
such as Oregon Wild, o long-time sctivist group based in
Portland, Oregon.

Simultaneous (o Governor Kitzhaber s efforis and
those of Dregon’s bipartisan Congressional team, Oregon
Senator Ron Wyden — initially working with fellow
Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley — had been fashioning
a separate solution to the western Oregon O&C Lands
sialemate, generally referred 1o as the “Whyden Bill”™
Senator Wyden's efforts began i 2001 and are based on
a “legislative framework™ he developed that features as
its hasis: “The legislation will create wilderness and other
permanent land use designations whise primany manage-
ment focus will be to maimain and echance conservation
attributes. This screage will be roughly equivalent to lands
designated for sustainable harvest™; i.e., the sume approxi-
mate SVS0 split first sugpested by Gisesy more than 30
years carlicr, and actively promoted by him to the Senator,
his stafl, and many others ever since.

Wyden's proposal was publicly released on November
26, 2001 3, and was immediately opposed by most environ-
micnial organizations, such as Chregon Wild, and by the
miajor western Oregon timber industries in a co-sponsorsd
press release. On the following day the American For-
est Resource Councill — wihich had generally favored the
DeFazio Bill — even released a more enitical response
through their monthly AFRC Newslener.

Orepon Plan Deaails

A more detailed look ot the Ovegon Plan — and the
need for comective management of federal lands in Or-
cgon and in the remaining western Seates — illustrates the
basic dependency of the Kitzhaber O0%C Report, House
Bill 1526, and the Wyden Bill on Giesy's original con-
cems and recommendations. The proposal is only six
pages long, including four pages of supporting illustrations
and statistics, and can be found online at: www ORWW.
ong/ Awards 201 3 SAF Wayne GiesviOregon_Plan

The first page of the plan’s sumnsary contains most of
Giiesy s original proposal: a division of US Forest Service
lands in the 11 western states as: 40% for environmen-
tal concerns; 10% for riparian protection; and 3006 “io
prosduce products for the Amercan paiblic,” with certain
conditions and restrictions, Ten “benefiis™ of adopting this
idea are also lsted, including: rural jobs, elimination of
county payments, reduced impons, improved international
balance of payments, reduced wildfire rik, enhanced
wildlifie habitat, and an elimination of existing “negative
activities™ by both skdes of the debate.

The second page of the plan offers key modifica-
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consuliations
with both en-
vironmental
and timber

Mmanagement
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bouindar-

ies, The key
points in-
clude a stipu- :
lation to mol
designate any
more Wilder-
ness during
the Bik-vear
lengih of the
proposal; o
allow harvest
and sales of

3 O &“ .
| 5
> il

This is a partial map of BLMs “checkerboard™ fand management patterns in western

products ITom  Qregon thar are similar to other patterns of federal forest managemeni in the western US.

lands other
than Wilder-
ness Lo pro-
vide a management income o the environmenial side
of the equation, and 10 allocate forestlands 1o each side
along watershed boundanies, (o allow for more efficient
management of water, wildlife, and other intrinsic val-
ues 1o both sides.

As the accompanying BLM ownership map il-
Iustrates, this laner approach would likely require an
additional, preliminary step before much of the lands
could be divided. In “checkerboard” ownership patterns
commion through much of the western LS it would be
mecessary — and desirable - 1o use land sales amd ex-
changes in order to consolidate imerspersed ownerships
imto manageable subbasins before determining future
management oplions,

Page three is a copy of a 2000 repont using Oregon
Department of Employment figures, showing 72,000 jobs
lost in Oregon from 1989-2008 due to reduced forest
management levels = and compared to B5,000 Chregon
government jobs created during the same time period;
page four is @ graphie illustration of ihe relative amounis
ol federal land contained in each of the eleven western
siates as compared io federal land holdings in the 37

These square-mile segments represent arbitrary legal survey boundaries that de not follow
more manageable watershed, ecological, or biological divisions across the landscape.

eastern states | Hawaii and Alaska are not shown); page
five shows two graphs depicting the increasing trends of
bath total wildfire acres burned annually n the US, and
for average size of each wildfire dunng the 1'960- 20046
time period {with sharp increases in both trends begin-
ning in the early 1990s); and page six is a bar graph
comparing Met Growth of US Foresi Lands compared

to Prosduct Remaovals for the same lands durimg the 1952-
200 tirme period - 52 vears in which forest growth has
always exceeded harvests, and in which the greatest
disparities between the two correlate strongly with the
increased wildfire trends shown on page five.

Can the Oregon Plan actually work as it is envi-
sioned? Obwviously, there is no way o tell withoul trying
it first. Hove any other approaches worked in the past
30 vears? The shori and obvious answer is “no.”™ Al
this juncture it appears as il there is nothing 1o lose and
perhaps much to gain by opening these ideas up 1o public
discourse and at least seriously considering their poten-
tial. Wayne Giesy remains committed 1o accomplishing
that very resuli, and there are lots of compelling
rexsons (o hope that he is right. @
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Historic Wildfires of Western
Oregon, 1765 to 2014

writings and carcers of such writers and foresters of that time
as Sigwan Holbrook — whio wrole a well-known book in 1945
on catastrophic wildfires of the US (inchuding the Tillamook
Fires of 1933 and 1939) - and leading industrial forester Bill
Hagenstein, These men, and others, hedped form the Keep
Washington Cireen and Keep Oregon Cireen movements that
becamse instrumental in bringing public awaneness to this
problem.
As a partial result of these effons, there were no major

[ 1934 Wilham . Morris, a forest scientist with the
USDA Pacific Morthwest Forest Research Station, ‘wrole an
artiche for the Oregon Historical Quarterly titled “Forest Fires
in Western Oregon and Western Washington,” A fe'w months
ago lim Rombach, retired Weyerhacuser forester and principal
consuliant of Rombach & Associaies, commissioned me io
update Morms® work. This anticle presents my cumment findings
regarding the Oregon portion of that project.

Aot of major fires have taken place in westemn Cregon
since 1934 imostly beginning n 1987 ), and a lot mone has
been learned about the early fire history of the region since
that time through scientific rescarch and computerined
mapping and analysis. To illustrate the “100 incomplete™
lack of historical data claimed by Morris, he even footnoted
his artick: with o ples “to any reader having knowledge of
additional facts or sources of information’ 10 ot him
directly at his sddress o1 the US Courthouse in Portland,

Aorns was also the author of a definitive report on the
1933 Tillamsook Fire and another on the history of lightming
strikes and fires in Oregon. His work was influential in the

forest fines in westen Chregon —

By Dr. Bob Zybach

excepling the Oxbow Fire

of 1966 - in the 26-year persod from 1951 until 1987, Since
then there have been numerous such fires, mostly ignited by
lightning and arsonists and mostly taking place on federal
Lands in on USDA Mational Forests (created by Congress in
1905}, and on USD] BLM O&C Lands (created in 1937), and
USDA Wildemness areas (created in 1964 ),

The following table depicts the major wildfires that have
taken place in westem Orcgon from ca. 1765 until the present.
ﬂn:fmmuﬂlumuﬂtnfurmlnhbutﬂﬂtuwm

the large majority occwmed. Criteria were fire size (typically,
Historic Wildfires of Western Oregon

Wildfire Notes &

Naiie Year M. Acres County 1 Agencies Cause

Millicoma IT6S X 200,000 s Unknown
Volcamic

M. Hood (Fi L] 4 10,00 Multnomah  erupion Volcamo

Willametic Indran

Valley 1526 9 10,000+ Yamhill burning fires  People

Wilkes IndEan

Expedition 1841 9 100 Jackson buming fires  People
Wagon road-

Barlow Road 1844 1] L000+ Clackomas  cleanng fire  People
Provizional

Chregon ity | %48 1 1000+ Clockamas  Government Unknown
Inlanm and

Yagquena | B4 L 450,000 Limeodn sgitler fires  People
Inediam and

Nestucca 1853 0 350000 Tillamook  scitlerfires  People

Camyon Creek I #56 2 L0000+ L imn LIS Territory  Unknown

Columbsa Inadinm and

Complex 1857 E (000 Al seitber fires  People

Jacksonville Inslian and

Comples | fd B [OHH Backson sctiber fires  People
Ranching and

Silvemon F K P00+ Mdarion logging kands  People

Seven Mile Wigon road-

Hill 867 L 20,000+ Liinm cheanng fires  People
Imhian amd

Yagunna | 1868 .} J00,H Lincoln scitber fires  People

| %BE Indian and

Compleses 1868 5 200000+ All settber fires  People
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Historic Wildfires of Western Oregon 1765-2014

Wildfire

Name
Coos

Silver Creck
Falls
Barlow Road
Complex
1902
Complexes
1210
Compleses
Cedar Butie
Asioria
Tillamook |

Handon

136
Complexes
Tillamook 11
Tillamook 111
Hubbard Creek
Tillnmook IV
Roschurg Blasi
Oabow

Silver
Complex
Rland
Mountain
Warner Creck
East Evans
Hull Mounain
Charlion Fire
Apple

Bisciiit

Tiller Comples

Year

1565

| 5%6

1K1
192
1910
1918
B
1933
1936

1936

1359
1945
1951
1951
195%
19l

1987

1987

M,

10

Acris Camnty 1
1250000 Ciomps

1000+ Nanon

EETO0 Clackamas
2 A
100,000+ _All

A0.000 Tiblamook

NA Clatsop

JI1LEEH . Tallandook

MNA Coos

0,000+ All

SOER T Tillamook
IE2 0 Tillamook
15,600 Cury
32,700 Tillamook
NA Douglas
415 Lang

Qs Me} Josephine

10,300 Douglas

9,000 Lane
10,0080 Jacksom
%000 Jackson
10,400 Lane
17,600 Douglas
$00,000 Joscphine

69,800 Douglas

]

228

Nobes &
clis
mrlmd
People
Ranching and
logging lands  People
Cawcade
Reserve Peaple
10WTIS
1 death:
People
Ramching and
logging lands  People
blocks
| death:
Peonle
11 deaths:
500 buildings People
logging lands  People
ODF, COC;
hamids People
3 deaths;
Industrial
foresilands People
QDF Peaple
14 deaths:
1 death;
LUSIH BLM  People
Wilderness
2 deaths;
privale
LISDA
NF
LSS0 BLM
1 identh; 44
buildings
Wildermness
LISDA
Kalmiopsis
Wildemess

Cause
settler fires
L'SIH
27 deaths; 5+

People
LSDA MFs
2 deaths: 30

People
ODF; CCC
Ranching and
industrial
ODF People
Fermn bumers;
3000 buildings  People
Kalmiopss
& homes,
Willametie
Ol Lands
Waldo Lake
Limpgua NF
LSDA

Lightning

ing

Lighining
Umpgua NF - Lightning
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Historic Wildfires of Western Oregon 1765-2014

Timbsered LIS B M

Rack Z002 1 ITAN0 Jackson O Lands  Lighiming
defferson

B&B Complex o L5 5 A0 Linn Wilderness  Arson?
¥ huvrrees;

Dieer Creck o | i) E |.54K Josephine USDI BLM  People
Wild Risgue

Blossom 20 i 14800 Curry Wildemess = Lighining
Sky Lakes

Middle Fork | K 21,000 Jackson Wildemess Lighining
LS

Ratike 2 ] 19,800 Douglas Umpqua NF  Lighining
L5

Baxee 29 ] 10600 Dowuglas Umpgua NF  Lightning
Lisa

Bainbow M i B 100 Douglas Umpgua 8F  Lighining
LIS
Willameiic

Tumblebag (N 9 [4.600 Lane NF Lightring
LIS Ropue

Crak Flat 2010 B 7500 Joscphine River NF Feople
Mot Hood

Dollor Lake 2011 ¥ 6,300 Clackamas ~ Wilderness  Lightning

Douglas LS BLM

Complex 2ol T 45,700 Douglas D&C Lands  Lighining

only fires in excess of 10,000 acres have

been histed); human monalities; and
phyvsical damage io human struciures,
such as bomes, hams, office buildings,
powerlines and the like

A close examination of this table
reveals several interesting patierns that
should be of interest 10 western Oregon
resouree managers and US mxpayers -
and 10 their elected represeniatives:

1) The western Oiregon wildfine
season has been about the same fior the
past 175 vears — about 43-60 days long,
generally beginning in late July or August
and peaking in August or Seplember, and
ending with fall mins in Seplember or
Oxctober. Despite recent public claims of
President Obama, Washington Govemor
Insbee, and LS Forest Service Chief’
Tidwell in Oregon and Washington this
past summer, fire seasons ase nob getting
boneger and “Gilobal Warming™ apparently
has nothing 1o do with i
2 Almost all major fires dating 1o
precontact and carly historical times were
caused by Indians or Amencan settlers.
The first highming-coused fires, for
examphe, were not reporied in the Shslaw
Mational Forest until 1927 and they did
ot reach histonc proportions. This
is despite the regular and prediciable
timing and locations of lightning strikes

This map of Oregon lightning-cansed fire patterns based on S300 fires reported
from 1925 to 1931 was included in William Morris® June 1934 report, Lighming
Stowrms gl Fines o the Nowional Forests of Cvegon sl Waslivigton.

¥ oo AR SHTR G T
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l:|'|I|.lu:_'|I-.llJl the TEEI0n L||.|r1|1|_: hstorscal tme most
of which are confined o souihwest ( regon and ihe
wisslem U ascades,

¥} Each county has its own history of large-scale
wldtires, with significant differences between them:
eg., Tillamook County had numerous such fires
from 1253 gutil 193], and hinde or ru1li|:|1|; SINce;
while ”-Llu;;h-i oty had few i or fines wil
1957, and have seemingly had them on an almast
annoal ksis snce

4 There were hardly any majpor wildfines in
western Oregon between [95] and 1987 a peniod
in which these foresis were the mosi activehy
and imtensively
managed in These photos of the “Gireal™ Nestuoca and ‘i':quina borns thai

resulted from the 1849- 1868 Yaquina and Nestucea fires appear in

————— Henry Gannett’s 1902 report to Congress, The Forests of Oreeon

B Tl GERAT Falniind Bulin

curbing most such fires on stale and private lands in
the T years simce Workd War . Conversely, passive
forest and fire management actions and policies

- sich a5 thise ssocisted with Wilderness areas,
spotied ow| habitat, and “let it bam™ wildfires — that
were implemented on federal lends beginning in the
late | 96is seem to be primarily respomsible for the
seventy and exient of mosi fonest fires in wesiemn
Oregon during the past 28 vears. As predicied

L Zyibvach frs @ Pl in Eanvinommenilal Sefences
From Ehvegour Sigee Universiy: Moy diosserfofion research
wass dinfeol Thae Cerear Fires: Jidfmr Buaraimg armd
i .|r.||J'||'rI.'|I.!.|I|'|! Fuwrwesd Fere Paneras ol A v maomi
Lol Morege, 149 /05] ih,

history, and dunng which time the
“Keep Oregon Green™ movement
wais i full swing

51 Almost all major wildfines
during the 28 vears since | 9586
have occurmed on federal lands
and were ignited by lightning or
arsomisis: farther, these fires were
predicted by several sciemtists and
other knowledgeable profissionals
maore than H ViEaArs .Jg-.rd.ln: ]
major changes in federal land and
fire management policies and had
little or nothing ko do with “fire
suppressaon history™ or “climate
change,” as has been sugpestad

In sum, prediclable bange-
scale wildfires are largeh
preventable, as evidenced by
the success of the Keep Oregon
Lareen movernent and by the
seasonal fire control efforts of the
Cregon Department of Foresiry in

: anthor is shown discussing historical maps at the Round Lake
lacation of the B&B Complex fire on September 15, 2004,
Akso pictured are (clockwise from foreground) Kermit Cromack, Jim Peterson,
HBenjamin Stout, Zybach, Wavne Giesy, and Nana Lapham
iphoto by Brett Morrisette, USDA Pacific Northwest Research Station ).
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Forest History vs. Forest Science
1993 Elliott Management Plan

I lote 19993 the
Oregon Department ||
of Foresry (ODF) |8
released a propaosed
manageimeni plan
fior the 93 N kacne
state-owmed Elliog
Stme Forest for
public comment

This land had
becn originally
dheeded 1o the Sule
by the LS Fonest
Service in 1930 Tor
the specific purpose
of generating the
AR MIUm reyenue
pimsible for the
Oiregon Schood Fumd ;

“consisient with
s techaigpues
of land and timber
management.”

FFaar 4} YOars
preyious o |55

Elk Creek landslide forming Gould’s Lake in 1894.

This phaoto clearly illustrates the siee of trees and snags borned during the 1368 and 188k fires,

Dr. Bob Zybach

8 4 TE

the Elliont had done o0 oo a5 the regencration of Douglas Fir seedlings that was taking place following those fires, Land-
pust that: SvErEing  gides are fulrly common on the Elliott, given its steep hillsides and proximity 1o Pacific Ocean storms.

sithes of nearly S0

million board feet

(mmbfy of timber per vear, providing thousands of good-
paying local jobs, and generating tens of millions of dollars
for Oregon schoals.

Mow i s being proposed o use much of this land o
mamnage for spotted owd and marbled mumelet “critical Rsbi
L instead, using new federal regulations os o gude, The
“prefered aliermative™ for DDF was o reduce harvest kevels
iand thus schood Tunding levels) neary in half = o only 28
mimbfiyear,

The concemn of agency and university wildlife biolo-
gists was that continued logging activities in the Ellion might
harm spotted owl and marbled niarrelet popabations. both
wene on ihe federul endangered species list. Yet, their pres-
ence wis contrary o biokogical theories that the specics
were “old-growih dependent™, Only 173 of 15 of the Ellkt
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{307 meres) was older than 135 vears. Everything else was
seoond-growth or yoarig plantaleons,
Forest Industry Response

The Elliot plan was open 1o public comment until Feb-
muary 199, The state’s forest industry submitted a unified
response in the form of o seven-pan report assembled by
Cireg Miller, Director of the State Timber Purchasers Divi-
sbon, Oregon Forest Industries Council (OFIC), Associated
Oregon Logpers | ACL), Douglas Timber Operators (DTOY),
and Morthwest Forestry Association { presently AFRC) also
Joined i thas ellort.

I was hired by Miller i wnite part sevien of the repon:
an analysis of the plan’s use of documented fire and refores-
tation history in developing its propesed allematives

With miy part completed., the OFIC repor wis submil-
ted om Februmry 200, The first ix sections reganded Onegon



siate law, economics, timber management, sircambanks,
amnd marbled murrelets, The three appendices focusod on
sperted owls, All were summanzed i the Exeowiive Sum-
muary. bt particulor oitention and severml direet quotes were
taken froan my section on forest history and mansement
OO PAFT <2 VE,

ODF's preferred Alwermative #6 divided the Ellion into
17 subhasins for more efficient planning and manigemen
purprses but, sccording to the OFIC repaort. it also: mini-
mized management sucocsses of the previoas $ vears: re-
ligead wpoon ontekatesd spotted o] researcl, used highly specu-
kntive muarbhed e bets dat: and relied apon combroversianl
and uniesied “conservation binlogy™ theories in order to
unduly (and possibly illegally) resarict timber harvesting.

The “biodiversity™ concepts guiding the plan discount-

o human sctivitics in the Elliott, stating that such actions
coaild “move away from natural pattems” that appanently
miight otherwise favor the listed birds. However, historical
research documented that human actions had likely been a
large part of the Ellon s “natural pattems™ lor thowsamds

shoilel be considered in the evaluation and formolation of a
il recomimicndation.,”
Fire History

The histosry of cotastrophic Oregon Coast Ronge forest
fires is one of incredible, nearly instamancous changes 1o
varsd arcas of the physical and biological environment.

The 1993 plan clearly acknowladgzed that “fine 1= a
hasic element that shapes the forest ecosysiem.” however,
nobed fire ceologist James Agee is quoted as saying: “thene
is e evidence that [Indians] pairposely burmed uplaml
Fowests such as the Elliote.” amd it is therefore concloded that
“wildiines started] by ightning have affected forests in the
Ellioan area for thousands of vears.”

In fact, there is not 4 single record of a large-scale
wiildfine {1 ANk aof scresh ever bemg caused by lightning in
the region during the kst 200 vears of written history, When
lightning does occur soie vears, it is tvpically scoompanicd
by drenching fire-suppressing rains and “thunder showers.™

More importanily, the northerm, westem, and south-
em perimeters of present-duy Ellion Forest wiere poopled

of years, would likely ¥
coniimee o be so o the
foreseeable e, and
bards were nesting there
anyway,

My assignmicni was
b coanprare actual fire
and regenermion history
of the Ellwon with the
mathematical companer
models being wsed 1o
generale ¢ach of the
proposcd manigemen
opdions., | had alo been
given three questions o
answer in onder o focus
my response. The Ex-
eculive Summary further [
concluded with the sise-
ments that:  Moreover.,
the fire history perspec-
tive and conclusions
provided by Mr, Zybach
stands in stark condrmst
1o the description of
landscape diversity and
biodiversity contaned in
the Diradt Plan . . . This
preliminary review of

il

K elawatset, Hnis, amd
Miluk familics, while
Yoncalla Kalapuyans

= nenowied for their
ability 1o use fire
shape angd manage their
vitst hoaneland camas
peairics ad oak savan-
nahs — lived upstremm o
thee enst and naortheast. 1t
Is imprtant 1o consider
thet all of the cala-
stroypic-scale | 10K
ol acres) Coast Bange
wildiires on recond

ook place during lale
summenearly Fall eas
wingh fram the cast amd
nrthecast, a time of year
when Kalapuyans did
sl of their Lmdscape-
scake buming.

These people, on
alll siches of the fonest
arad like people every-
where. used fine on a
daily basis 1o cook, heat,
arad provide light. They

. : by communities of
. B,

the Ellion’s fire history
shsialil b the fomdi-

alsor wsedd i seasonally
i i, clewr Belds and

tion for the retrospaective
stucly of the Ellioat . . .
Mr, Zybach™ infosmaton

Phillips" Map of 1868 Coos Fire and Ellloit State Forest.
Grreen areas to the east and southeast are most likely
hulTers resulting from the ca. 1770 Millicoma Fireds).

truils, amd rejuvenate
Tevored plamts, Woody
fuels were gathered
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and stored constantly, whenever and wherever they became
availuble. “Large, woidy debrs” did ot exist over a large
portion of the environment; it quickly became fuel or wirs
used for 1ools, construction materials, carvings, or other
purpose., The samie with accessible dead nees,

In the Fate 1800 i enrly 15008 some of the langest
and most destructive forest fires i US history ok place on
it westem shopes of the Coast Range, including the area of
Elliot Fonest, These fires goined imtermational miention and
were known collectively as the “Great Fires,”

The earliest known “Great Fire™ was the ca. 1770 Mil-
licoma Fire [see mapl, separately described and mapped by
OIF Forester Jermy Phullips [see insert] and by Weyerhaeus-
er Forester Arthur “Smitty™ Smyth; both having

This hisiory likely reflects most of the “natural patiem
of the western shope of the Ormegon Coast Range during the
past several thousamd yeoars: large extems of second-growih
even-aged Douglis Fir representing past wildiine and
winidstorm events, interspersed with patches of old-growth
and of newer bums and windthrow thit hsd ver o develop
a stand of mature trees, This remains o charscienstic pattem
for much of the western Coast Range, and one 1o which
oy mative sl populations have mkapted over the past
several thousand years,

3 Questions

I mbBition 1o assembling a documented fire history of the
Ellioan 1 owrcer o conmpare with ODF s use of such daga dur-

writken books documenting this evem., or senes
af cvents.

The Millicoma Fine barned to the eistem
and southern boundaries of the Ellion, ap-
parently buffersd by rdgelines of maure,
even-aped, second-growth Douglas Fir It is
significant as being the carliest documented
catastrophic-scake (10K of acresh wildiine
in Oregon history, as well as being the only one
on recornd that eecurmed before white discovery
and exploration

The 1868 Coos Fire bumed %% of the
remainder of the Elliott. by which time many
of the trees thit survived the Millicoma Fire
becanie young old-growth; with *some"™ of the
trecs “estimated 10 kave been about MK years
oldd.” Fires in the 13310k burned through the
dembened snags and few remmning Fiving trees,

By 1900, mast of the burm had reforested
nos stanels of 100w 30-yvear okl Douglas Fir trees.
O timber cruises in 1922 poted that many of
thise stands were now “eight to twielve inches
in dizmeter on the stump.”

The 1962 Columbus Day Storm blew down
IO e of timber on the westemn slope of
it Elloan, resulting in a major estension of
the existing moad system and the removal of an
achditional 200 mmbl of trees during salvage
opertions. Today this arca contains most of the
“critical habitat™ for marbded mummelets on the
Ellsott.

Ini the 20 vears between 1972 and 1992
wower one billion feet of timber wis loggad from
alonnt 0% of the forest s tolal anea, bt less
than 33% of the commercial timber volume
than head seeded i and grown since the fires.
Tiskuy the Elliott contwins more than two ballion
feet of mature Bimber, the magonty of which i=
commained in the 1200 150 year okl stamds result-
ingz Tromm the 1E6S fire.

ACZA (Chemonits), CA-C, Outdoor Wood, Borates. Bluwood,
Heavy Treatments Available with BMP's and mmHm
m&mmm

End

We Specialize in Douglas Fir No. 1 FOHC Large and Long Length Timbers

Preserving more than just wood...

rest
Products

e G Bt ey,

PET, mmmmmm
Container Ladng, Export Sanvices and Shipping

Head Office
800-356-7146 + North Bend, Oregon
Sales
B00-499. 2662 * Ceres, Califarnia
Plant Locations

Rainier, Oregon = North Bend, Oregon = Arbuckle, California

All Products Available Treated or Untreated
Design/Build and TurnKey Projects Available Upon Reguest

www.ConradFP.com
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Jerry Phillips spent almost his entire
carcer involved in the management of
the Elliott State Forest. He has written

and documented the definitive 414-page
history of the Elliott = *“Caulked Boots
and Cheese Sandwiches: A Forester's
History of Oregon’s First State Forest,
“The Eliott™ ( 1912-1996)," and describes
{the Forest during the late 1940s “in [OSU
Forestry | college literature™ as *an
undeveloped State-owned forest . ..
dedicated to educational purposes.”
His ook ends in 199 with the ohser-
vation “that this Forest is at once both
aesthetically pleasing to most all visitors
and economically very productive.”

ing the planning process. | was also tasked by OFIC o answer
three specific questions regarding this iformation as part of
iy analysis

|3 What was the extent of ODF's “use of fire history for
developing their recommended altermative™ (#6)°!

ODF apparently did not use the detailed 1770 w0 1951
fire history provided by Phillips in its development of plan
alternatives, including ahemative #6, Rather, a 150-year
fire cyehe model seems to have been wsed to hellp justily the
recent change in management focus from timber production
o creation of obder forest conditions,

If thee available historical information hoad been used as
the buxsis For reganding the Ellion’s past and present. a much
broader range of altemnatives could have been developed for
its porsible and desired futures. A fire history perspective
woukd have allowed far greater latitude in the spatial and
temporal designing of bogging plans, wildlite habatat creation
and maintenance strategies, and net income production,

3) “How has the natural fire cycle shaped™ the Ellion?

The “shaping” of Ellou State Forest by lire can be echni-
cally characterired as the result of @ long-term series of botani-
cal responses to constant and cumulative human disturbances

declining.
even-flow, natu-
rally function-
INg coosystem’
- i history,
and 1= highly
unlikely o ever
take place in the
future. The prin-
cipal problem
with fire cyvele
meidels 1= they
are based in
large par wpon
the Faulty hisbor-
icil assamplion
that preconisct
Indizn commu-
nities were only
S capible of is0-
lated and localized impacts on “mamneral™ forest conditions.

3) By “using an accepted fine history or fire cycle pre-
dictive model: What is the potential for shorter rotations
i obtain the same wildlife objectives for spotied owls and
marbled murmelets,” as given in allermative 067

If the “wildlife objectives™ in #6 ane interpreted 1o mean
population manlenance of Icrease over lime, the mobility
of oawls and murrelets and their proven resiliency o cala-
strophic fires and windstorms would indicate that historcal
rates of clearcutting can probably be maintained indefinitely.

If the “wildlife objectives” are fostimply cneate o
mintain cenain structural stand charscteristics (“desired or
rexpuired” habitat) within the forest, then these human defin-
tiows of desinad futune conditions woukd inclede (anmd neguire)
an aliemativie fi-type approach,

Again, the differenoe in these two positions is the differ-
ence between mathematical progections based upon perecived
“avernges” of “naturl” events and assuming a meaningful
abwence of poople: i contrist G inlerprelive projections bosed
upon personal experience and documented evidence of cumu-
lative hsmam actions, lindscape-scale distusbances, and
resilizm plant and animal recovery. @

caused by daily, seasonal, and episodic
fires of varying size and intensity.

The so-called “natural fire cycle™ of
the Elliln supposes a mathematical pre-
dictive moskel that is biased against hu-
man activity {including hunting, fishing,

KH,A ENGINEERING, INC.

logging . buming, fuel gathering. and road| Consultants and Engineers for the Forest Producis Industry

builcding b anid sowand “aversge” decadem
stand conditbons, numenous older tnees,
spatially dhistributed dead trees, and mn-
dom lightning strikes.
This condition hos never occumed
at lenst mever i the form of a *“*won-

* Feasibility Studies
s Cost Estimates

* Complete Project Desagn

2315 5. E. Milwaakic Ave., Pariland, Oregon 97202 (503) 230493458, Fax (303) 233-2051

» Structural
=l
* Mechanical amd Elecirical Design
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During the Febrary 14, 20017 mecting of the
Chegon Atate Land Board (CHLH)
aorganization formed on the same date in [R5 o
a2
mugjosrity voted Lo sell the B3 000-pene Ellican Staie
Faorest bor 3220 milhion

i three-member

LTSI {]ﬂ'_!_'ﬂll.\ state-oownied “school lands™

Many members of the audience appeansd
shiocked: mast had apparently expected the Stae
o back doven from the propm wiad sile anad decwle 1o
e Keep the Forest i State hands, The ten new
st miembers of OLE. Ste Treasurer Tobias Rend
and Secretary of State Dennes Kichardson, had only
recently been elected o their positions and werc
attending their first OLB mecting. Both voted o
comtmoe the sale

| e third member of the UL, Goverior Baibe
Brown, who had ongmally supporied the sale the
previoas year, now voled against it and proposed
o 5100 million bond sale inswead: w0 compensane
the Cammon Schoeol Fund for reccnt managemeni
losses and 10 allow for proposed funber reductions
in Elliott timber sales, This later comdition was in
delerence b R H T ALY laksiial los q'-nllu.,l oW bs sl
marbled murmelets; both listed os endangened by the
federal Endangered Species Act (ESA).

During the previous public OLEB mecting, on De-
cember 12, 2006 and the last meeting attended by the
OURZOIng SIate [reasarer amd secretary, the Liovernor
el stated: it as approprle fo e Bosard b hipve

it her aplon she calls upaM) thi I'I|Jh|tl_' Biv s
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Map ol proposed management subhasins and four primury
coho runs of the Ellioti State Forest, inchading early historical
foot traiks connecting local Kelawaiset, Hands, and Miluk Gami-
lies and communithes. Submitted 1o Oregon Lands Board
with proposed Giesy Plan Alternative on February 14, 2017,



their creativity, passion and time o pursue options for the
Elliott that will craft a solution that will balance public
ownership, noral natural resources jobs, comservation and

recreational values . . . she is sdamant aboan creating jobes,

particularly in Coos and Douglas Counties, maimtining
public access and preserving endangered species and their
habitat. She told the audience that this is their opponunity
io bring another oplion forward ., .7

During the course of the February 14 public comment
period | was able to voice suppor for retaining the Ellion
Forest in public ownership by implementing an alterno-
tive management sirilegy based on the Giesy Plan. No
bond would be needed. 1 also submitied an catline of the
proposal and supportive attachments to ¢ach of the OLB
members on behalf of Wayne Giesy (who had a schedul-
ing conflict and was unable 1o attend}, waw. ORWW.org.
andd myself.

has resulied in larger trees of greaer value — and even
mare =0 when considering their size and rate of growth in
ten vears when several sakes management consirainis ane
lified.

The potential loss of income and market value expe-
ricneed by selling the Elliot would be in addition o bost
opportunities. via the Giesy Plan altermative. for sig-
mificant shori- and bong-term Oregon student and public
reseirch and education benefits,

The Giesy Plan Alternative

During the past three decades the Pacific Northwest
has been involved in the “Timber Wars"™: pitting loggers.
their families, and traditional forestry practices againsg
lawyers, biologists, federal agencies. and the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) near its center, In that time the Elliog
State Forest has become a victim of this conflict, having

Al the end of the meeting. after losing the
vasbe B0 sell the Elliott, Governor Brown dinected
Department of State Lands (DDSL) director Jim
Paul 1o “invesnigate public ownership options for
the fomest. and repont back to the Land Board at &
future public meeting.” To that point the Gover-
nor s proposed bond sale and the Giesy Plan al-
termative were the only public ownership options
o the table. [

The next public meeting on the issue is April 11,

Elliott Sales Background

During the past several years the Oregon
Department of Forestry s (ODF) mnagement of
the Elion State Forest has resulted in significant
financial losses — mther than mandated prof-
its —in the wake of reduced sales volume and
increased litigation cosis related 1o federal regula-
thons regarding spotted owls, marbled murrelets,
i their habitat,

These problems had been predicted and were
clearly spelled out by forest management experts
in 994, in response o proposed Ellion Forest
management plans being developed al that time.

It is conservatively estimated that existing
timber on the Ellion State Forest is worlh “m

N b i Wi & 0 8 e
Fedmy dores Jem = B M sorss w0
Fastpiun rgadas = =
Ll e ekl 43 T g = U ey
Fropmaa fon Trearmesd & B3 some

s Trapiermnty.
i-_-lpp.._.nl—nﬂqn-l L

beast™ SH0 million, Diher estimates place the e iy

market value of combined land and timber ar T R S T

over 51 billion. The existing. fixed, sales price — | 5.y ':.,..L..':r;ﬂ;‘.:‘.. o

based on arbitrary evalwation restrictions by the =::: e 3
OLB — is only $220 million. +—- V=== === -

If this sabe is allowed 1o be complened, there
will be a permancent loss in value o the Oregon
School Fund of a1 keast 5380 million, and pos-
sibly much more over time. There should be less
cause for alarm. Although the direct and indirect
costs of ESA-rclated litigation have been very
high, the recent reduction in profitable harvesis

Typical computerized model-based map of spotted owl
*“critical habitat™ circle in the Douglas Fir Region. This
map and “NSO research were produced by the federal
Bureau of Land Management, for a minor timber
sale in Douglas County. This is the type of information

by the dark blue “spotted owl circles™ on
the Elliott Forest shown in the map on page 25,
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gone from a forest successfully managed for decades
o generate annual income for the Oregon School
Fund, 1o an unprofitable holding on the verge of being
s,

I the Spring 2004 issue of this magazine | wrote

an article regarding the history and intent of Wayne
Ciiesy's effons to create jobs and healthy forests onee
again on federal tmber land=: “"The Oregon Plan:”
An Oregontan’s Solution o the Ongoing Forest Wars
of the Western United State=" At that time the “Giesy
Plan™ was stil] being promaoted as the “Oregon Plan™;
in years since it has reverted o it original name.

This proposal is 0 consider implementing a slight-
Iy modified version of the “Giesy Plan™ in order 1o
transparently — and profitably — demonstrate the value
of such an approach in managing public forestlands,

In this proposal the Elliot State Forest would continme
in State ownership: it would be actively managed for

a minimum 20-year period for Common School Fund
income; for spotted owl and marbled murrelats habitan:
for local jobs and recreation; and also for importan
shor- and long-term forest rescarch and education
opporiunitics for Oregon students and educsors, with
sigmificant

Basic Giesy Plan Proposal

Divide 200004 acres of the Ellion State Forest into
24-30 forested subbasins of 1 000 10 5,000 acres each,
with comtiguous polygons outlining the fish-bearing
strgarms, loosdplains. and fiparian moads os 8 sepamtc
consideration. The forested subbasins would be evenly
divided by acreage into Iwo categonies: | active for-
el management for maximum Common School Fund
income, s originally described by low: and 2) old-growth
wildlife habitat, with a focus on listed ESA species. The
exchided riparian areas would be managed separately, as a
third category, for native fish, freshwater, recreation, and
public access,

Each of these three divisions would be closely moni-
tored by Cregon studenis and educators for a 20-vear
period, with specific focuses on cconomics, acsthetics,
wildlife populations, recreatbonal wses, and wildfire miti-
gation, Field trips and student research projects would be
encournged. and the entire forest and these topics would
be closely monitored and documenied by modem iechni-
wal means with all observations and lindings tranaparently
shared via Intermet.

15 Al existing nidgeline and nparian moads would

natiomal for-
esl manage-
ment impli-
cations,
DSL
Direcior
Paul has
been quoted
as saying:
"“The debate
is by no
MEANS OVEr,
there"s a real
conflict here
that™s hard to
reconcibe.”
We belicve
this proposal
directly md-
dresses this
conflict in
o seientific
manner that
directly ben-
efits Oregon
citizens, ils
schools and
sihoolchil-
dren — and
will, fior an
cnlire next
generation,

Areas of Forest Home to Threatened Birds
Conservation groups say the Elliott State Forest provides valuable habitat for threatened
species like the Northern Spotied Owl, Marbeled Murrelet and Coastal Coho Salmon.
According to an appraisal commissioned by the state here is where the birds are located.

purports to show “*where the birds are located™ on the Elliott Forest, and indicating

large populations of each species. This was published by Oregonian/OregonLive
immediately following the Fehruary 14 vote by the Oregon Land Board to sell the Forest.
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remeain open o public access, with some daily aslon sea-
somul restrictions due io manntenance, repair, recreational
events, or harvesting actions;

21 Monc than 4064 of the Lland would be dedicated to
ol d-growith Torest habiatm, and the eatire Forest sould be

mesnitored for a wide range of native forest wildlife species:

3) Mone than 40% of the land would be monaged for
maxirmum shor-term and long-term revenaue 1o the Come-
mion School Fund, with o planned harvest schedule of 50
mimbiyear for 20 years:

4) Al of the Forests” subbasing would be scientifically
and transparemly monitored so that the gencral public, in
sdddition to Oregon students md teachers. could directly
participate in - and benefit by — comprebensive economic
and ecological analysis of the differing management ap-
proaches and results;

3} Litigation regarding the management of the Fonest
womld be banned for 200 vears, by begal and political agree-
ment, while this educational management experiment takes
place. Assuming this proposal is adopied, af the end of 20
years Oregon would have a very well informied citizenry:
capable of making expent decisions regarding Elliott Forest
management in following vears, as well as help make bet-
ter informed decisions reganding management of regional
federal forests almost from the beginning.

Assuming this proposal is adopted. af the end of 20
wears Oregon Woald have a very well informed citizenry:
capable of making expert decisions regarding Elliott Forest
management in following years, as well as, help make bet-
ter informed decizions reganding management of regional
federal forests almost from the beginning.

Public Benefits: Sales Proposal vs. Giesy Plan

The Giesy Plan proposal easily meeis or exceeds all
of the four “public benefit reguirements” sales criteria
established by the OLEB and greatly exceeds the public and
Schood Fund benefits o be derived from a fixed-rate sale 1o
a single bidder:

I} The buyer of the property has o allow public sccess
tor e =half of the land.

--The Giesy Plan proposal would maintain cxisfing nipar-
fan & ridgeline roads for public access wo the enting forest,

2) Buyer must maintain at beast 25 percent of “older
Fosrest stands.”

--The Cisesy Plan would result in more than 40% of
the land dedicated to growing and maimtaiming old-growth
trees and habiva,

3) Buyer must “preserve” riparian areas with arbitrary
“buflers.”

~The Giesy Plan would actively manage riparian ancas
for native lish, water quality, recreation., and public access,

4} Buyer must agree o provide S0 direct and mdirect
full-time jobs for 10 years,

-The Gicsy Plan would provide far more than <40 dinect

and indircet full-time jobs in perpetuity.
Summary and Recommendations

Under the Giesy Plan proposal , the Elliott State For-
est woubd remain in public ownership and be reaumed the
“Elliott State Educational Forest”™ for a 20-year period for
the specific purpeses of: producing maximum sustainable
income for the Common Schood Fund with active manage-
ment of 172 of the Eliot: produecing dorens of full-time
direct and indirect local jobs; conducting a long-term pub-
lic experiment to test and compare competing methods of
fore<t management: focusing on recovery and enhancement
of four major coho muns in the Elliott subbasins: maintain-
ing water quality of Elliott streams; improving forest-based
educational and recreational opponunities for Cregon
citizens: and maintaining and improving old-growth habitm
conditions for marbled murmelers and spotted owls on 172
of the Ellion.

Riparian Lands,

Under the Giesy Plan, riparion presis could be actively
mansiged by kacal Trbes with a specilac focus on coho re-
covery — particularly Tenmile Lakes coho - water quality,
public access, research, education. and potential develop-
ment of commercial recreational uses.

Schoeol Fumd Lands.

Similarly, the economic-hased management of sclect
forested subbasing and ridgeline romsds could be transpar-
ently and profitably managed for purpeses of public access,
recreation, research, education. and generating revenues for
Oregon Schools.

Old-Growth Lands.

Subbasins dedicated 1o odd-growth habitat could be
collaboratively managed by a coalition of organizations
who have engaged in litigation during the recem past
regarding Elliott Forest management for marbled murnelers
and spotted owls, The opporumity to clearly and openly
demonsirate — and transparently and scientifically compare
== their desired management approaches and outcomes
would be in exchange for agreeing mot to file any additional
legal actions reganding the Elliott durimg this 20-year public
MEnagement experiment,

The timber wars have dragped on for far 1o bong and
have left billivns of wasted dollars, ruined familics, dam-
aged forests, degraded infrastructures, bankrupt counties,
cotastrophic wildfires, and millions of dead wildlife in their
wake. Now is a real opportunity to schentifically sddress
these differences. and to the immediate beneiit of Oregon
schools, students, teachers, and waxpayers in the process.

The Giesy Plan altemative to the management of the
Elliont State Educational Forest would be a bencfit 1o all
and could provide much needed direction toward the
management of our State’s federal londs as well. @
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In thie list ssoe of Oregon Fish & Wildlafe Jovmal |
wrole two aricles abouwi the Bl State Forest. | e lirst
had 1o do with my 15R4 lores] industry- sporsored response
tor the proposed 1993 Ellkobi State Forest management plan
in regands Wy Colastrophig w ildfire history, The second was
hased on the “Ellion Staie Educational Fonest progaoesal
the “Ciiesy Plan ARematy L u.'|.||||:_' the Fosest - and for
_-||.-|J|_|:. increised Dene i o 'Ir..':-_'|1|! sichioids and |'o."‘-||.||.'|||'\-

1 also wrole absoul the |||-||.\.'I||.||I|:-.' sle of the Elliott for
%220 million s decided by a 2-1 vobe of the Uregon Land
Baoard (OLB) at their Febmuary 140007 publc mecting
Ciowvermor Eale Brovn voled o cancel the sale, bul Secretary
Dennis Richardson and Treasurer Tobixs Read unespeciedly
voledd o comiphete il

Duiring the previous public QLB meeting, on Decem
ber 12, 2016, Brown had stafed i was “appropaiate ol the
Board to have another option” than selling the Forest, She
calljed | upon the public o use their cremivity, passion and
Fimee 1oy puirsue options for the Ellobt, and, “she s aclamani
absoul cresting pobs, particulardy in Coos and Douglas Coun
Lies., maintaining public access and preserving endangerned
species and their habitat.”

Browon further “todd the audience thal “this s thear op-
pasrtunaly fos bring another optiorn forwand,

[hese comments encournged me and Wayne Diesy — al
|I||.' -\.|t§_'-_'|,'-\.'||||-,| i "‘;|_|I:.,' "3.,'||1|h|r Il,'-ll I'L‘II:II\.'\III. i1I'I|J "-l\.llk.lll:_'
in partnership with maral nonprohl weow'g W W ore — 1o
develop an aliemative management. The resulting “Caesy
Plan Altermative™ s langely based on Wayne s long-time

¢ffons 1o resume active management of our federal westem
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foresilands.

Wie submitted our proposal amd | spoke a few words a
the Februry meeting under the impression the sale wioukd
I||L|||-..‘|II'|:_" AT (YT

wontld be considiersd moving forwand. Apparently Brvwn

be terminiled and “ober opteons™

had been fairly confident of this outoome when she made her
commeends i December, secmed Lo remain =o throughout Uhe
miceting, and was noticeablly shocked a1 being out-voted,

[hie LR was committad o keeping 10 word and com
pleting the sale. The Ellioit State Educational Porest wias nol
an oplEn

Revisiting the Giesy Plan Alternative

The Giesy Plan his been writien about in some detail in
carlier 1ssues of this mazazine. In essence, federal forested
subbasins would be evenly divided by acreage into thnee
categones: | active fonest managemeil Jor maximum jobs
and products; 2§ old-growth forest saldhic halita with a
focus on listed ESA species; and 3) npandan ancas [or mave
fish. Treshwater, recncation., and i"1l|"| e e L

Ferrioli's suggestion was to modify the Giesy Plan in
such a way as 1o be applied to the Elhaon State Forest i lieu
of selling it: and also as a public demonsiration as o what
couild b= schieved on all Oregons federal lands

Wayne and | developed a modified approach in which
each of the three land divisions would be closely momioned
by Ovegon students, researchers, and educators for a 2-year
|1.;|....| "\.|n.-\_ e studies wouild focis on economics, acsthet-
ics, wildlife populations, recreational uses, and wildfire
tigataon. Feeld traps and stusdent rescarch pnnpects wisild

be encouraged, and the entire Fonest and these opacs woulkd



be closely monitored and documented by modem techni-
cal means with all observations and lindings transparently
shared via Imernet.

These results would be dependent on live conditions: 1)
all existing ridgeline and riparian romsds would remain open
iy pulblec access: 21 more than $05% of the land would be
dedicated toobkd-growih forest habitat: 3) more than 3095 of
the land would be managed for maximum shon=1em amd
Iong-term revenue 1o the Common School Fund; 4) all of the

meeling” was posiponed from April to May 9. By cary May
it had become obwiouws that Read. at k2ost, had changed his
mind and the sale would be terminated. In the days leading
up to the rescheduled May meeting. 2/l three DLEB members
had publicly released detailed responses reganding the likeli-
hooxd of continued public ownership.

Ini the meantime, Senator Ferrioli regquested an economic
analysis of estimated income the School Fund woulkd receive
ovver the 20-vear timeframe of the proposed Giesy Plan.

Table 1. Oregon Forestry Related Employment vs. Government, 1990-2016
Job Deseription 1990 Jobs 2016 Jobs Gained Lost
Logging 11,300 6,000 5300
Paper Manufacturing B, 10 4 200 4,700
Plywood & Engineered Wood Products 17,900 8,600 9300
Sawmill & Wood Preservation 12,000 6400 5,600
Forestry-Related Job Totals 50,100 25200 0 24900
Federal Government 34,000 25 300 5,700
State & Local Government 100 ) 146 600 46,000
State & Local Government Education 97,700 132200 34,500
Government-Related Job Totals 232300 307,100 74 800 0

This table illustrates the great number of forestry jobs lost in Oregon since the listing of spotted owls as an
Endangered Species in 1990. It also indicates the great increase in non-federal government jobs during the same
period. In 1990 the ratio of private forestry jobs to government jobs was more than 1:5; since then the ratio
has decreased to less than 1:12. Few forestry jobs require even a high school education because they are largely
hased on actual experience; conversely, a large percentage of government jobs require a minimum four-year
college degree. This disparity is a strong indicator of the deepening urban/rural economic divide in Oregon with
a basis in the 30-year “forest wars." Jobs data provided by Andrea Fogue, Oregon Employment Department.

Forests” subbasins would be sceentifically and trassparently
mwonitoned so that all Oregonians could direcily participate
in considering the differing management approaches: aml 5)
linigatbon regarding the management of the Forest would be
banned fior 20 years. by legal and palitical agreement.

Most reviewers of this proposal have moted that condi-
ticwi 5 will pose the greatest hurdle. Current Oregon State
Forest employment, income, and market valuees have all
been severely impacted by litigation related 1o spolied owls
and marbled murmelets during the past 25 years. The Elliott

is proof,
May 9 Meeting: No Deal
Following the February OLE meeting several changes

began laking shape regarding the future of the Elion, A
number of news oullels reporied that Read was being heav-
ily lobbied by the Governor, local activists, and national
environmental organi zlions w change his voue and thus
terminatie the sale at the next OLB meeting. The “next OLB

Christine Broniak . Economast for the Legislative Revense
Dffice, returmed a figure of 5460+ million — an average of
more tham 523 million per year!

Here i= the method Broniak used 1o arrive at thess fig-
ures:

“The pood mevis is that [ e use prices that were bid on
the horvests for the post tiree vears in the Ellion (3367 3500
e mnilliens beorel feer funnby) fn 200 7 equeivelent | amd grow
e forward aceording 1o the Prodicer Price fndex for
lngping tr conre up with revenne exstirates for that 50 mnbf?
veor fevel of ervese,”™

As stated, these numbers were based on harvesting an
historical average of S mmbf of timber a year for 20 vears
from the Forest’s subbasins specilically managed for jobs
aned income, This number may seem large, but it i less than
the Elliott™s annweal growth rate of &0-T0 mmbf per year and
only a small fraction of the Forest’s 2 5+ billion board lect
of standing timber. At this rate there would be more timber
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on the Forest at the end of 20 vears than at the beginnimg
|3h.|r|||!_' Ehi Moy 9 meeting. ( 'In'-__'nlrl []-.'|1.|r1||||'rll inl
h'-r.:\rr:l. Dratwrsonry o b Loy Dl [ ided @ CComseTyalive
estimate of .8 direct and indirect job cneated forn CVETY mil-
lion boand feet of harvest.” Using that muilteplier, the Gaesy
Ploam womeld create an estimated 44 mostly bocal jofs that
woi bl last for 30 vears
he May O mecting was a big deal. The moon was
i kied with
WilHEssEs,
CMYIFCHIIED
fal activists,
i EC B,
il nec
rcalioansts,
andd odhers

Wilh & =Irong

el a..,qu:

interest in e
futnne of the
Elwoti
the first (LB
meeling in
1ts I‘-"f-:u._'.-ur

I was

|‘II'¢-|1II:'. 1 b
live-sireamsed
oun e
Intermet mnad
immiediately
1'\.\_.!['.|"'|-\.\:|.| M |
i-Ihour video
o Youl Tube
wun histonical
evem on sevierad levels
I hene wene more than S0 wibnesses, who weee murstly

heesrd three @t a timee, Most only @0 O OF TWOr IMEMUILES 1
prowvide westimony. Howewver, the irst several were organized
iy groaips of Dwo as "p.uwlx" amnad 2ol exira hime W\ e amdd
| formed ihe [ winc] ihial smimechade I'. followed the Pres
il aindd the Lean ol Fore Sy il Direpon State Unive raily
Thaew, i tarm, followed the Oregon State Forester amd Liz
Deéent. Governior Brown L rw||.|ll:|. recogikaed "|"|.;|.:. e anl
gl gasps of mmarenienl and & B grvation irom i Crowd

il *jarr hamds™

. Wie were givien eaght manuies and submitied a sax-page

when she revealed he was 97 vears

uipelale fos our progsal

Becase the Board had released their siatements a few
davs in advanee. we were able 1o antcipate the linal vole
terrmiate the sabe, as well o i detailed & couniing of ¢ach
NEmiber & prosnsal

Hoth Brown and Besd had scttbed on plans imvolving
HCPs

i Habitst Conservation Plans) in collaboration wiih the

paklsc bonds in the S 1K mallion range and cnealing
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federal government 1o manage for spoted owls and marbled

mriurmelets, Also, o lopging Ffor of least & vear or two, and

oaly then at gr
Rather than sahimil & |'-I.||'|_ Kichartlson develped “ergm

eally redbmoed rates froem astoncal levels

leadership principles” for his assessment of the relative mer-
its of the Brovomn and Read proposals. We determined these
critena were also dseful for comsdermg our own projpsosal

Richardson’s “Eight E'nm'l|:rlr.'*~

Wayne Giesy with 2013 Society of American Foresters' National
“Hlmurar\ Member™ Award, for lifetime achievement in the field of forestry.

amd the Giesy Plan Alternative

Richardson's principhes ane given bebow m nalics and
are gquoked directly from his press nelease, Cur submiticd
NSO SEs Tl b |'I|.-_-:-. are from the perspective of adopling
thiz [in_'-:. Plan Alemative and ane -|1_._'||||:|. edned From the
onginal document

I, Faliweention Fiest. A plas sriniaf Be cornaistenid winly ta
.l|.'.ll|'."'|I ..l.’l..l'. |||'|'||'I|.'I.'|'I||'|||.I FEMMEEPINCTINS NE PRROFTTL i el
sohaoodifiilaren by prowielingg af feest 322008 mrilfnon for
stmiller class sizes, more solionf davs, expanding canees
fratning. arkd increasnre o iinan Sone T spenphers of
the Laaned Bogrd are Trustees of Ne Commnon Scloaod Frumnd
in St amLvinnze vieldy
The Cisesy Flain wonilel |||1I:. lmst 200 wears anid wiold gt

T AT NI Rl Il|||'.l|. LY dTIAry

erate an estimated 540604 millson dur ing theak terme
b sllocated o the Schonol Fund o= curmently required by law
and with added incentives and lechnology 1o be included in
stmtewidhe curmcula mml i direct learming opporiunibies

¥ Prraredd Fisvironirasinl |||l!_||j.l| ITAIAT N OT T e faaresd

Ylen .-.'l.l'-u||.l_|'l R |I'l|'|r||.u .'l|'||'.| v il efenr Yy mieet e Fi



Map 1. This shows the Elliott State Forest in
relation to Weyerhaeuser's Millicoma Tree Farm

in Coos and Douglas counties, These patterns are
significant in that the Weyerhaeuser ownership
closely reflects the ca.1765 Millicoma Fire, while
the Elliott was shaped by the 1868 Coos Fire. A
comprehensive forest inventory of the Millicoma in
1945-1947 documented extensive landscape-scale
stand conditions of an unmanaged, native second-
growth Dowglas Fir coastal forest at age 180; as
the obder trees were transitioning from “mature”
second-growth to 200-year “young” ald-growth.
The older trees in the Elliott are now approaching
150 years of age.

The Millicoma Tree Farm also includes the
48,000 acre “Pillsbury Tract,” which, despite
comtaining large acreages of old-growth in excess
of 300 years of age, also contained “quite am ap-
preciable amount of old burn.” Many of the trees
were about 225 years of age, perhaps dating to a
fire in 1725; others ranged as high as 390 years,
perhaps following a fire in 1560. Careful records
were kept of rot, bugs, and mortality of the
stands, in addition to species, age, and volume.
Findings consistently showed that rates of decay

T LR "R ] a T ] 'L "L I"“‘ﬂ"‘h““lmllmmll

LEGEND " Dwwr ey T— I excess of 180 years, resulting in few - if any -
T weeveruear e B Towns . 1 8 trees reaching 400 years of age. These were the
B o e N propassa Desgras | iocal forest environments that spotted owls and
T Suw of Oragon lnss Cormerason Sru UTH roes 10 marbled murrelets either adapted to, or expand-
B us forst Seven s A Moass S e e em s 2% od their range into, during the past 500 years.

quirrements of e Endangened Species Act fe protect ertliool
Mugahirery eomned wrkeflife

An estimated 35 000+ acres of the Bl swould be s
assde specibically for the munagement of odder Tores specics,
andd particularly for spotied owls and marbled murrelets.
Adl o the Forest s streamis would be dedicated o actively
msonitoring and enhancing malive cobwo s, and pamicu-
larly those streams above Tenmile Lakes, Riparian acreages
seoriBl b oo ackdatma to odder Torest set aseles and woulbd
likly botal amsotber 10000 G 2000000 acres,

A Crearte dobs, A plen anest gl scnrinaivle fmifer
Rairvest feoveente permsine familv-wage jobs in strugeling
raerenl ool cownsterl comminnines,

Thee Gibesy Plan woould create an estimated 440+ direct
and indirect jobs, mainly in Coos and Douglas counties,
for the entire Xi-vear peniod. An entire. greatly-imformed.,

generation of schoolchildren and tixpayers could then make
a [ar betber and mformed decision as 1w whether o scll the
Ellwott, or otherwise alier its management direction. at that
([T

4. Recreattonal Access. A plan snest emsaee thal Riwfers,
enrglery, lnkers, aud all ot Oregonions e aocess bo e
frrest,

The Giesy Plan stipulates that 100% of the primary (and
nationally historic) nidgeline and nparian road network be
misntaned and mmproved for 0% acoess by Oregon resi-
demts. Increased wsige for recreational . educational, and'or
rescanch purposes woubd be encouraged — and parscularly
thrse activities thar might generate additional funding for the
Schood Fumd and Forest managensent

5. Tribwd Justice, A plav mnst keep the prownise bo nestore
ewvrsersiiip oof enneestral homelands re bl peoples wiho
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fanve Jarefi Tl Mo foar mnddertinie,

The Cicsy Plan identifies the four early hastoncal
Orvegon Indian Tribes that lived in and were adjacent 1o the
Elliott Forest: Kelawatset, Honis, Miluk, and Yoocalla, Amy
opportunity o coordinate coho recovery, recreational devel-
apmenl, and‘or [onest mangemenl w ith the descendanis of
Tz i l-ph shioubd be ..'rp,'nur;.lp;-l, |'l.i||"I|L'u|-.'|l'|rl. il wriien
ard sagnid agreemenis ane il ved,

. Greneratioonal Egurity, A plene mnest be firenedully sonund
aver e fove-term and avoied scddiing Ovegons children
with decodes of debn, It shonld avold spending Gemeral
Frursed dloallinrs for snarcrpertenl, vk IS fve TRE gation
agarnsl the snore, airgd aveid pasblic debr fo by an asser the
Srede enlreaedy e,

The Giesy Plan produces a good income, hursineds of
jiebes, and excellent educational and recreational opporiuni-
tic= for an entire generation of Cregon schoolchilklnen and
resacdents. Mo debd. The plan is dependent on formal good-
faith agreements with recent litigamts sho have direcily
affected Forest management in the past. In exchange for not
filing swits directly or indirectly affecting the management
af the Elliot fior the next X0 WS, they would be given
exchisve jing |1|"1h.'ur|:|. ane-half of the Forest for that penod
af time. The sobe purpose would be to demonstrale the vals
of older forest habiim o spotied owl and marbled mumelets
populitsons, This is @ basic sciemtific challenge with a trans-
parent moniloring and review process that would be pubhicly
shaned by all inferested Cregonians,

7. Pushlic Chonersiiip. A plon pist refain ayfions fiw
i enmersinipr of ol gronetl fores? aneas,

The Ellion State Forest is almost exclusively second-
growth. due to fire, wind. landslides,

Drespite this broken promise, we belseve that the positive
example Oregon would st for the management of its Rorests
and wildlife. its commitments w0 education and recreation.
and its willingness to scientifically address the “fonest wars”
and unprecedented Tonest wildfires of the past 30 vears,
would greatly enhance the Stme’s repulation among iis wesi-

erm LIS neighisors, Sllmml']-

The so-called "“forest wars™ have dragged on [or Tar oo
long and have left billions of wisted dollars, thoasaids of
ruined families, damaged forests, degraded rural infrasinsc-
tures, bankrupt counties and communities, catastrophic
wildiires, and millions of dewd wildlife in their wake. The
principal conflict is between commercial management of
our forests vs. managing them pramanly as habitat for en-
domgered species: aclive management vs, issive minage
il

The Elliot Stote Educational Forest propaosal provides o
reall ovpportunity 1o scientifically address these differences,
and 1o the immediate benefit of Onegon schools. students,
beachiers, researchers, and taxpavers in the process,

Assuming this proposal is adopled. ai the end of 20
years Ovegon would have a very well informed and experi-
cnced citizenry: capable of making expent decisions regand-
g Ellott Forest ownership and management in following
vears, and capable of making beter informed decisions
reganding federal forestlands management almeost from the
hezinming.

The Giesy Plan Aliemative 1o the management of the El
liowt State Educational Forest would be a benefit io all Orego-
nns and wosild o whe much needed dimectson iowand
g TRl il owir Stabe’s federal forestlands os well.

and logging. Less than 15 of the for-
sl is obil-growih, and that is maostly
contained in a Ml-gerne patch par-
chased from Weverhaeuser, Anler
300 pcres or a0 ane scattered along
the “Mill Creek Canyon.” with trees
estimated 1 be more than 150 years
orlel, Mg than one-half of the Forest
wirtld be retained i older forest con-
ditions for the pext 200 vears and all
of the Fosest woukd remain in public
ownership during that lime,

8. Sware Reputation. A plan inust
preserve Hve shafe s repifabioe aned
ity alfsility fer incprniiaile agreements
pood fnith with business and nonprofit
partrers i the futire

tan of the rsk of conducting
business is that aften times good-Gaith
agreements are unable io be fulfilled
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Oregon Coact Range
Old-Growth:

The 1945-194
Woeyerhaouser
('m

yu
I 1945, during the final months of WWILL Weverlmeuser

bach
Timber Company (= Weverhacuser™ ) inttisted a comprehen-
sivee temiber invenbory of ts so-called “Millicoma Tree Farm™
and recently acoudred “Pillsbury Tract™ in preparstion for
combucting one of the karzest fonest clearcuts i histony.

The combimed arcas of these two holdings iotaled mone
than 1490000 gores, Forming tee langest contiguous stancd ol
unburmed and unlogged Douglas fir that remained in the Or-
epon Coast Bange ot that tme., OF this amount, | 36,000 acnes
were 1o be systematically measuned for specics, age, volume,
condition, and location. The remaining 25 000 acres were
scheduled to be traded or sold in exchange for 58000 acres
of BLM O&:C Lancls.

Following these actions, Weverhacuser holdings in Coos
and westemn Douglas Countics would togal |54 000 meres by
19500 — almaost alll of which wene schedubed 1o be cut over the
forllowving 30 o 40 years, To put these numbers in contexl.
e the siee of the histonc wiklfires shown on Map 1. Each
o these hastoric fines has been mcisured an 1O joomone
i M OO0-geres in siee. and most of these evenis ook
place 10 a matter of days and weeks, nol doecades.

The majority of the Millicoma Tree Famm was comprised
of even-pped stands of commercially-prime, matuse second-
growth Douglas fir that had regenerated from the Millicoma
Fires of the mad- 1 ks and averaged 1300 years of age. Cnly
seqbtered trees and pockets escaped these fires; they averged
225 yeors of age and likely were principal seed sources of the
yonger stands.

The Pillshisry Tract, by contrast, contained some of the
olckest amd Rargest trees ever measuncd in the Coast Range.
Mt of the stands dised 1o the 1600, ard o nuanber even (o
the 1 500k, Some stands and tnees approached 300 vears of
age = among the oldest Coast Range tnees ever reconded,

Background

The: Millicona Tree Farm wis assembled by Weyer-
heeuser in eastern Coos County, beginning by 1913 and
fotabing more than [T aones of prome secomnd-growth
Dmrglas fir timiber by 1945, This land encompassed most of
the South Fork Coos and Exst Fork Millicoma Biver drain-

& Marys Peak

O ‘'Willamene Falla
B Tyt panad A Wk
) NWhiaps Co. M0M506 E g

Map 1. Oregon Coast wmﬂm 1745-1945. This
map illustrates the synthesis of my PhD research at OSU
regarding the fire history of the Oregon Coast Range.
Precontact patterns of Indian buming are most apparent in
the prairies and oak savannahs of the aastern Coast Range,
while catastrophic-scale Douglas fir wildfires have typified
most of the westemn slopes during historical time. The Mil-
licoma Fire is the only known wildfire of this magnitude that
took place before white discovery and sattlement.

mpes; the later for whach it was named,

The 48 (00-acre Pillshury Tract was acguired by Wey-
erhacuser in 1944 and constituted the adjacent headwalers of
the South Fork Coos Biver, extending costwand o westem
Douglos County and Umipgua River inbutarnies,

I o Jamuery, 1944 Jener 1o an officer in the Firsa Na-
tisnal Bank Building in S0 Paul, Minmcsota, Minot Davis,
{long-time westem timberland manager for Weyerhacuser)
procluced o table showang the dispanty - and resulting tax and
purchase value consequences = “between the County cruise
and the actual prodisction™ on the Pillsbury Trct by the “Coos
Bay Logging Company,” and funber noded:

“The abwrve map carries considerable ingenest in connec-
tiomn with our consederation of the Pillsbury imber., | belicve
there is o more heavily timbened area in Coos or Dogglas
Counties than the arca now being logged by Mr. Vaughan,
Ot of the total Pillshury ownership of a linde less than 48 (00
weres, there s quite an appreciable amount of old bum which
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is very lighily tiimbered, and | shall be very much surprised if
the tract as a whole averages betier than 40 M. fi. per acre.™

I 1985 Minod authorized the Coos Bay Growth ared
Yiekd Study, 10 determine the true volume and value of his
emplover's new holdings. and also wo plan for thear future
regemeniin ankd harvest,

Survey Methods

Arthur V. Smyth was a voung Weyerhacuser forester in
1945 and was given responsibility to complete the proposed
Coos Bay study, He subsequently wiote an excellent book
reganding his experiences and interpretation of the history
of this project and arca, “Millicoma: Biography of a Pacific
Morthwestern Forest.”™ Figure | is used by permission of
Smyvth and taken from that sounce.

The study area was divided into two portions: the 96.472-
acre Millicoma-North Pillsbury (“Millicoma™) area and the
29 508-scre South Pillsbury (~Pillsbury™) anea. During the sum-
mers of 1945 and 1946 two-man crews mnning paraliel lines
one mibe apart ook |/4-acre plots every “ten chains™ (660 fect )

“ Al Tive trees were recorded by diameter and species.

To determine growth over the past 50 years 1466 trees were
baored, All standing dead trees wene neconded by diameter and
estimated vears dend. Visible fruiting bodies of fung (conks)
were recorded 10 give an index of r.

55 sample plots wene taken in the [Millicoma} arca amnd
617 in the [Pillsbury | area, a wial of 1376 plots or 393 mea-
suned acres, making a 0.3 percent cruise of the area.”

The Millicoma anea, more than three-times. the size of the
Pil lsbury wrea, contained mone than 6 “mature™ limber,
miore than 253% “immature”, and only 10% “obd-growth,” By
compari=on, the Pillsbury tract contained mone than 7096 oldd-
growth, bess than 25% immature, and less than 5% mature.
Further. “The immature stands, mostly 10 to 20 years old,
hawve come in after fines and contain scattered decadent old-

What was meant by the term “old-growth,” and why was
it important to Weverhaeuser?

Definition of Old-Growth

The Douglas Fir Region contains some of the oldest.
tallest, largest. fastest growing. and most volurminous trees
and tree stands. in the world. This area includes western
Washington, western Ovegon, and much of nonherm Cali-
formia. In addition o vast even-aged stands of Douglas fir
irees, the region also has Sitka spruce, redeedar, redwonds,
hemlock, and true firs that reach great heights, ginhs, ages,
and volumes.

For most of the past century. the commonly accepled
definition of an “old-grovwah™ iree. grove, patch, or stand in
this Regwon is one af least X0 years of age. Because na-
tive conifers can commonly achieve 300-, 5(0-. and even
TO0-years of age - with some even attaining 1 000-years or
maong = the 200-vear figure has often been considered overly
conservalive. Forest sciendisis in the mid- 15900x, for exam-
ple. reasonably srgoed thst regional sak and conifer trees be
at least $00- or 450-years old to be considered odd-growth,

The westem shope of the Coast Range is in the very
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Map 2. Arthur Smyth map of the ca. 1765 Millicoma
Fire boundaries, superimposed on H. G. Taylor's
“Map of Coos Bay and Vicinity, Oregon” produced for
Timber Co. in 1944, Northwest of Smyth's

1765 boundary is the Elliott State Forest - which mostly
burned in 1840 and 1868 - and a portion of the Pillsbury
Tract (which escaped all three fires: 1765, 1840, and
1868) can be seen to the southeast.

heant of the Douglas Fir Region and contains some of the
tallest, largest, and fastest-growing Douglas fir ever mea-
sured — but not nearly the oldest, or even chose. Trees and
stands in the western Cascades., on the Olympic Peninsula,
and Vancouver Island are whire the S00-year, TO0-year, and
older trees are found. Not a single 60-year old, or older,
Douglas fir has ever been documented on the Oregon Coast
Range. Volume, size. and annual growth reconds ane set
here, but almost all of them are achaeved in less than 300
Cars,
¥ In recent decades there has been an effon o consider
irces even younger than 200 yvears as old-growth. The Coos
Bay Swudy, for example. listed trees 165-years of age and
less as “immature,”; from 166- o [90-years as “mature™.
and 191 -years and older as “old-growth,” The tdal volume
of Douglas fir timber. for all ages, in the study area was
0% with hemlock (<7%) and redoedar (>27%) constituting
mwst of the remainder.



Whether 191 years of
2000 years is considered
“obd-growth™ is siatistically
insignihcant. Either number
serves repsonably well as a
marker separating et
second-growth™ from “old-
growih™ when considering
older conifer forest condi-
tions in the Coast Range,

Thie oldest tree in il
studly anea wis dabed 1o 1565,
which would have been
380-years ofd a1 the nme
of the inventory, or nearly
450-vears obd i it had sur-
vivied wntil mow.

Coast Range
Fire History

The Uregon Coast Range
runs o i nosrh-south axis
along most of the Oregon
coastline. The Pacitic Ocean
Fiowrmnes. s western boundary, it
15 bounded io ihe casi by the
greal Willamestte Fiver and
Limpua Kiver mtersor vals
leys, the nowthem boumdarny
is the Codumbia River, and
the soaithern boumdary 1= the
Middle Fork Coguille River. It

R SORE

Rﬁ"’{:: bt wkerss wmad Figure 1. Weyerhaeuser Timber Co. forester standing nexf to an “old-growth”
wiry stands of okd-growth trees Douglas fir dating to the 1600s, while surveying a stand of even-aged “sec-
have existed in the Cosst Range. rowth” trees dating to the mid- or late-1700s. Photo probably taken in

including Coos County, il is
necessary o understand (1s e
hastory — where some of the
very langest wildiines. in world history have taken place

These events have occurred because the westem sbopes of
thie Coast Hmlpr ||'u.r-.[|l1_. cors sl of thamsamds of tons of F'Lun[.
pitchy. fasl-growing INees Per Bee: CTealing massive amiouis
of contiguois fucls that help devebop sdeal conditsons (along
with topography and scasonal weather pattems) for histons
catastrophic-scale wikllires: defined as those forest fires cov-
ering N acres or maore forestland during an event.

Map | depicts the histony of catastrophic wabdbines in
the Oregon Const Range. The Milbcoma Fine, estimated by
Smvith o have been 00000 acres imsize (Map 20, s the onlky
o cepicics that oocurmed before histonical time and has not
been corroborated by eve-witness accounts, The 1945- 1947
Weyerhaeuser iimber cruise prowided the first compelling
evidenee of & Coast Range cotastrophie fune that predated
historical times., although it remains possible the trees bocame
estahlished following some other form of disturbance, such as

1945 or 1946 and used and Wauw
Archives [RG#9 Photographs, Millicoma Tree Farm, ca. 1951: T50-0022).

permission of Arthur Smyth

wi nd=toam, bugs, or disease,

Thomion Munger was an influcntial, pionecring fonest
scieniisd for the LS Forest Service in the carly 19000, Begin-
ning i 1K b begon to focus his studies on Douglas fir
trewes, which continued until his retirement in 1946, It was his
observation thal:

“The paths of the great forest fires of the Est contury or
v pne plainly marked by even-aged stands, consisting o
the extent of &t least O per cent of Douglas fir (f within the
Fl'l.:'ri,ll'l'i.ﬂ,l habitat of this 5ee), I'I:F.‘.I.l'l;ul.."\-."n of the props wliown 4ol
Diouglas fir in the original fire Killed stand.”

Wiillimm Moeris, o US Forest Service scientist focused on
Drowiglas fir wildbime hastory in the 19308 anad 199405, mirmored
Mungers observitions:

“When land in western Ovepon and wiestern Wishington
s deforested by fire o cutting and then leli unmolested, within
u Few wears it is chothed with o new stand of tnees alimost
amiform in age.”
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Thoses insigghts are whai
convinced Smyih that his
Exlemsive measupements of
even-agal s dating bo
specatic years i the 170k
sirngly inchicated a cata
srophie “Millicoma™ wikdfine
dharing that time, Followed
b nefonestation by scatiened
irees and groves thal escaped
ithe fires. This imsighi also
provided an acourmbe mode]
off wlediine and nepeneration
supponied by suheeguen
catastrophic Coast Range
wildiises

IF =191 years™ s wsed
as the defimition for old-
gt Uhen ol appears
s o Uhee Uaixist H.lllp.
heis been in regenertion

and second-growih condi- Figure 2. Clarence and David Gould, grandfather and grandsun.. stand next to old-

tionns o st il Ehie pusst
SO0 wears. The snthmetic Trge Farnm in Coos ﬂmn-[y -
15 sample; because maost
of the Cioast Hange has
been bumed or clearcut in
the st 1991 vears, then those fands cannol contain old-growth
iockay: comsersely, all of the 230- o 350k-year old and younger
stmnls burmed or kogged from the 1840 wo the | 9430 haxd o
have spent mone than hall theer existence as regencmmitson and
second-grovwth, dating back 1o the 1300s and T

Based on doscumented fire history and tree ages, 4 primary
charncterstie of weslem I:'Im!:lu:l Creed 'H:mp: |i|lb,|.h.':l.|h,."~ s
been extensive stinds of mature, second-growih Douglas fir
Forests fior most of the past 500 yeans

Survey Findings

Weverhaeuser Forestry Department complheted the
summary report of the 1945-1 5946 Coos. Bay timber cnuses
i Decemnber, 19497, The following quites provicde stinng
imsights o old-growth Douglas fir ages. sises, solumes, and
comclitiomns Tor bl he ~J|,.u_|:|. arca and for the '|.'.|._'~ﬂr1|.'.']'|'|.'|.:-|1il

growth Douglas fir log felled at head of Kentuck Slough - west of the Millicoma

in the early 1950s. Tree was isolated from surround-

ing second-growth trees and was estimated to be 350-years old. Ring count was
incomplete due to dry rot in the center of the tree. Photo by Glae Gould.

and o 332-foostier may be o recond for Douglas fir”

“Forty-nime percent of company osmership has Bmbser
theat s bl 1800 yewrs old o Delect aoooumts to only & per
ot of the stand voblame mecsrtality s due o bark beethes.
sUPREss o, W inid amd fire e

“Twenty-five percent of the arca has timber mone than
190 years old . . 11 is largely overmuature, contaiming i
percent defiect and losimg volume at the rte of about 240 board
feel per aore per vear,”

i | WEnEY =515 percenl of 1he area s b..':.'|||r|-.~|.| l'n wlamls il
immatire timber, less than 166 years ofd.”

Summary and Conclusions

Thie PRS- 107 “'\ll.'} et < I'I:I:. Cirowwth and
Yield Stsdy™ remains one of the most systematic and compre
hensive measures of “nansral” o “virgin® Dougkas fir fonest

sl “;IHFH,'

“The main block of timber i the [Mal-
Ficowma| area s [ o |W-year old Douglas
fir avernging 180 vears of aoe and 53,100 mey
hoand feet per acre acconding 1o this study.
e percent of the tmber o thes ansi 15 oser
10 years old, averaging about 2235 years.”

“A high average met volume of 7.3.500
bosind Feet per acne was found for the 180-
vear obd stands on site | in the [Millicoma)
anga,”

"Sitands of the |Pillshury] arca one less
uri o anc mone defective,”

“Several trees wene over 30 fest tll

Providing The Pacific Northwest With An
[nnovative Approach To Land Management Since 1999

« Steep Slope Site Preparation & Slash Falln-f
* Mechanical Fuuh Reduction « Low Environmenta IMpa:l
« Masticating Heads For Excavator & Spyder Hoe

Office 503-351-3557 + Field 503-502-1334
cheonstruction@acd. com + www.candboonstiuction.com

+ Habitat & Stream Restoration

42



conditsons ever
completed on
the Chregon
Cioast Hamge

I 1935 e
piarly uneet-
thed, unbumed,
anid "!Illl:_':_l'\.ll.l
Millpcoyma
I'ree Fanm and
Pillshury Tracis
were comprisod
of nearly S5
AR Ty Y |
mabune: secird
erosvEh irees.,
; 1} AR

ACTCS ) LTEhoe

MO 0

ested amd VeHIng
seoid-gnoaih
and 25%
3] 500 acres)
ald-growth

Ihese
PrOpOriions
appear to be
tarrlly twpacal
Fowd it ol D
Coast Range
during the past
5k TS,
andd the sizes,
vilumes, and
HECs rC AImcig
the langest ever
|...-._1|n|...'|,|

I we use
thir Wiever
Finguser Loos
|1.:|.:. dehimtsmm
of Coast Range
“old-growth’
trees as being
1M wears of
e or obder,
we can derive
the following
conclusions

1y Following the Milhicoma Fires of the md- 1700,
none of the future Weyerhacuser lands in the Malhooma
Pree Farm or Pillsbury Tract contained stands of old
i would take wnild the carly | 8IS belore a
sipnificant number of these trees became ot least 191

growlth

viears old
2) The wester slope of the Coast Kange has been mostly
commprrsed of even "J-"-""- spgdid-pronwth Dioneelas fir foerests for

i ol the paisi M years

Figure 3. Wayne Giesy, Jerry Phillips, and David Gould, July 8, 2017, in Elliott State Forest's 52-
acre “Silver Creek Heritage Grove.” Creation of this site involved a 40-acre purchase from Wey-
erhaeuser by the State of Oregon via former forest manager Phillips. The combined age of these
men (more than 250 years) is greater than the estimated 250-year age of these trees - which are
also estimated to be greater than 250-feet in height. These are among the last remnants of the ca.
1770 Millicoma Fire that were considered “second-growth™ in the 1940s. Photo by author.

Aot Kange Doglas Dir I:n.|lu'.|| b, [ 1] I.:,i-..n:_' il ":.-.'I
o i oldd-proawth charscieritics from XE0- g0 300 s of g

4 A sagmificant percentage of Diougtlas fir trees die, begin
dving. become infiested with bugs andor disease., and have
been damazed by wind, lghtning., and'or wildiine ailer aitin
g 20 to SN-years of mpe:

S Coasl Kange Douglas fir very rarely reach
SN years of ape and |..|'-a. never been documeited as iqb

reachimg G veprs of age
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Oregon Coast Range Old-Growth: Part lli

Marbled Murrelet Habitat

Dr. Bob Zybach

Marbled murrebels are r|:|;j|i'|1.‘|1'r sl Bsrh Laser K L]
seabirds that can fly 60 or ™ miles an
houar when traveling. bui spend mosi of -]
theeai i |'|-.1.i|||||.5 i the oecan and div ilil:
for smmall fish and shnmg. Their popula-
o extends frodn soithicm .'\iuhli;.'l. whicre
they luy their eggs on shoreline rocks, o

Canada, Woashington, Oregon, and Cali- 05 10 2 Miles
fornia, where they have been documenied (ERNERNET

nesting in the upper reaches of old-growih Mations
comifer trees.

These hinds are umipOrtan e D Kalapns it
they have had a profound impact on mural - ¥ akoean
Oregon Coast Range forests, connmmics, D
infrastruciure, wildfire risks, recreational
apportunitics, wildlife populations, and - Sallsh
aesthetics during the past 23 vears I:I Ohinoakan

Murbled murrelets are in the auk fam-

A thapaican
ily and very closely related 1o long-billed -
miurrelets and 1o Kinlite's mumelets, In 2 Wilkamene Falls
fact, until 1998, long-balled murmelets wene A Marys Prak

"l.:-lnu.il;rl;u.‘l 1oy b I!hn; L) | Ui \I'h'_'L'iL"\ as thetir
marbled cousins. Kinthites murrelets tend
CE] ||'.-,' 10 Alaska and Sibena and ||.rli].t-
Balbed maireelets e found in Korea and Ja-
pan, although members of this species have
alsao been reconded in the south and along
thiz east coast in the LIS, and in BEurope
Murmrelets ane opporunisiic nesters o —
throughout their range, including rocks,
bare ground near snow fields, shrublands,
and forested areas of varying size, density,
and age. They lay one egg o a nme, [ypi-
cally within 30 mibes of the occan shorne,
and feed their young once or Iwice a day,
sy @ small fsh ot o teme. Juvenilbes e
strong enough o Ay abowt four weeks afier

hatching. at which time they head directly Map 1. Oregon Coast Range Indian Tribes and Nations, ca. 1770,
i sz, Thene 1= noevidence that the binds Common spellings, language classifications, and geographical
uwe the same nest more than once. boundaries are me ME“E “let!.d and revised.

It was estimated in 1992 by Steven
Speich. a recognized expert in Pacific coast seabird biol- in Oregon; and “perhaps” two percent in Washington:
ogy, that less than one percent of all North Amenican “compared 1o about 13% in British Colambiz and B4% m
mirbled marrelets nest in California; bess than one percent Adaska™

B. Zybach and A, Matzke
ic) NWhMaps Co. 20030512
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During that same year, on September 22, 1992, the
martded murnelen was declared a legally “threatened™
species i Oregon, Wishington. and Califormia but not
Canada or Alaska) by the US Fish & Wildlife Service.
Chearcut logging on coasial Douglas fir forests was pro-
moked as g principal cause of a claimed reduction in these

and was also working under contract with the Siuslaw
Mational Forest doing marbled mumelet surveys. She had
heard that 1 knew a significant amount about Coast Range
Forest and fire history and asked if | could provide her
with information in that regard. Which 1 did.

The information was apparently ignored. | provided

popailations despite any concrete evidence .
that is has, or can, cause such effects. Or any ,T'.’:: Laaguage  River Cly County
baseline data to demonsirate that bird popula- | p o Chinooksn Willamenie  Oregon City  Clackamas
tions were actually being reduced: only some | yuhinomah Chinooksn Willamene  Portland  Mulinomah
very suspect “assumplions” and questionable | Skilloos Chinookan Columbia  Ranicr Columbia
arithmetic. K.athlamet Chincokan Columbia  Knappa Clabsop

In 20012 the Center for Biological Diver- | Clatsop Chinockan  Youngs Astoria Clateop
sity, Portland Audubon Socicty, and Cacs- K laskan: Albapaskan Clatskanic L:hlhl:lni: Calumbia
cadia Wildlands sued Oregon Department T'h-hlltn;ﬂ Salish Mehalem Mehalem Tillamoak
of Forestry officials regarding the “take™ of = : -

3 Alfalan Kalapayan Tualatin Tualatin Washingion
wiarbled murvslet habiest on yias of Orepol | ygnq) Kalipuyan Yamhill  Yambill  Yamhil
forestlands. The regional forest indusiry, Luckiamute Kalapuyan ~Luckismute Dallas Polk
the national carpenters” umion, and Douglas Chepenala Kalapuyan  Marys Corvallis Benton
County essentially counter-seed. saving that | Chelamela Kalapayan Long Tom  Monnos Benton
the LIS Fish & Wildlife “science”™ behind the | Calapoods Kalapayan ‘Willamelie Eugenc [ane
listing of the bird and its “critical habirat™ Wt — _ :
was binsed and inconclusive. :ﬂ'm :ﬁ Tillemook EE:WH' I’:m

T A ; estucca s Nestucca ik illamook
Thlr.: Batter .'iIIJII was dismissed '.?'llhml; a Nect Salish it sl Lincoln
hearing in 2003; the former ended in a 2004 ; : : R ek
_ O RS : - Silere Sahish Sibets Sibetz Lancoln
sue and sentle™ decision in which the envi- Vakons Yakoass  Yaquina Newpon Lincoks
ronmental organizations and their lawyers Alsi Yikowsn  Alses Waldport  Lincoln
were given a significant amount of moncy Siuslaw Yakonan  Siuslaw Flotence Lane
andd the: State agreed to halt bogging on 28 dif- South
ferent locations in rural western Cregon. Ayankeld Kalapuyan  impqua Yoncalla Dowglas
In addition 1o court-ordered payments, | Kelawatses Yakonan  Umpqua  Reedsport  Douglas
pay " 2, .

o S - fanis Kusan Ciowrs Coos Bay  Coos
the principal costs associated with these rul- Miluk Eusei Couquille Basdea Cica
ings were the loss of hundreds or thousands Mishikwutmennne  Athapaskan  Conquille Conuilke Cond
of tax-paying blue-collar jobs in rural Cla- = o
sop. Tillamook. Lincoln, Coos, and Douglas Table 1. Oregon Coast Range languages,
Counties, and the loss of hundreds of millions tribes, rivers, cities, and counties, 1770-1893.

of dollars in imber revenues to those coun-

ties and o the Oregon Common School Fund. There is no
measurement as to whether these begal mlings have had
any effect on marbled murrelet populations, but there is
listhe reason or evidence to indicale they have.

A 2016 repont by the US Forest Service Pacific
MNorthwesi Research Station concerming marbled mur-
relet population trends For the 19P94-300 3 study period
showed an estimated populstion of 20000 birds.in 2013,
That number represenied an apparent decline of 4.6% in
numbers for the State of Washingion and no discemable
change in Oregon and California populations for the 20-

vear period.
Background
I first heard of marbled murrelets in October, 1988,
when | received a handwritien letter from an Oregon
State University graduate student, Kim Nelson, who was

finishing up her Master’s degree in “cavity nesting birds™

Melson with maps, eyewilness accounts, and photographic
documentation showing the Siuslaw - in common with
the remainder of the Coast Range = 1= a highly dynamic
forest. It was created in 1908 in the foot print of 1349 and
1868 catastrophic wildfires (the “Yaguina Burm™) and had
always had a history of Noods, lindslides, canhgquakes,
windstorms, and a significant human population that used
fire and large wood products on a daily basis (sce Map |;
Table 1; Figures 1-4},

Instend, in September 19491 Nel=on wrote o Bussell
Peterson of the US Fish & Wildlife Service in support of
listing the marbled murnelet as “threatened™ in the Stale of
Oregon because: “Logging since the 18007 has eliminated
miost of the mature and obd-growth fonesis {suitable marrre-
ket habitat) in westen Oregon, Current estimates indicate
a 60-90% decline in the forest types. Assuming that the
murrelets were evenly distributed in the state in relation-
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Figure 1. Native People of the
Oregon Coast Range, 1841-1885.
Upper Lefl: Two “Salish
women,” possibly Tillamooks,
on a “trading tnp™; Upper Right:
Tattooed Chinook woman

with a child in a “cradleboard”
designed to flatten its head,
drawn by George Catlin near
Portland, Oregon, ca. 1861;
Lower Left: Yakona Indians in
Christian clothing and traditional
headdresses and tattoos,
Yaquina Bay, ca. 187T; Lower
Right: Kalapuyanman near
present-day Monroe, Oregon,
drawn by Alired Agate in 1841,

ship to the distribution of suitphle

habtas. the populiton hiis been
reduced GO-M1% and the species dis

mbsution 1= now Rimmeted Bov psoel e

arcas along the Chregon Cooast, distributed © Liiven the detailed maps and documentary
Ihe Ll.'- |"|'I| ase here. in addition w “suiable habiim ™ C pdeee Thipl had Pedn O whed v her, whv amd ose hiad
IS E sLale el -|"-"-|-|||'||_-!|||-I| the murrebets were evenly Pe@lsod cormie Illl'u..llll||'|:'H.l\.ll'\ll\.||';Ih.l,||'-\.'|.'|||lllll"I-".lll.'[l.'.,!l-\.‘l

ﬁ Wilson

Equipment | .onon
Rentals & Sales

541-830-3966
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s ";1“|||:||'|I!|m|" come from?

Tying it o an egually Fabnicated Copst Bange logzing
|Ih.|-l|l:|. {0 of the |:|.|I|.|u,'u|.'u;, ..1FI||b.'m,.‘II[|:|. 1wl @
simplisiic anthmetcal coguation = includimg an assumed
and highly unlikely 1:1 relstionship between her deter-
mimation of “suitable habitm™ and sctul bird popalations

has soamechasy become the hasis of several “socoessiul”™

in age, The boss of mature and old-growih nesting habie
throwgh cumment Limber management praciices musi be
considered a threar to populations of Marbled Murrelets in
Ciregon.”

As Melson®s 1991 letter conclides regarding the
mnerrelets “potentiol extreme decline™ sttus if the man-
agement of state, federal, amd private forestlands wasn'i

-.l ¥ .

Figure 2. Precontact large-wood products. Upper Right: Traditional Kelawatset (*Quuiich”) cedar plank house

photographed by an Army officer near mouth of Umpqua River in 1858; Upper Right: Drawing of a similar
plank house near the same location, published by Harper's Magazine, also in 1858, Lower Left: Large
sea-going trade canoe ound near mouth of the Salmon River in Lincoln County; Lower Right: Interior
of typical Chinookan lodge along the Columbia River, drawn by Alfred Agate in 1841.

il ]th_;FII'l"L' !ﬂ_.:ilt AW that |'|:|\.|.' |ill.1.'l'l ;'I-‘Iun' i WE=LET
Chregon ever sinee.

I o2, Iﬁu.]iug ph b thi Hq.'|!l1-,'|||.l'~,'r Ii“i“i:'- ol fiiar-
bled murrebets as “threstened.” Melson was lead authaor of
it paper nitled “The Marbled Murmelet in {}n.'_i_:nl'l. | KEpMp.
1987 . in whoch only seven “potentml [not “actial | nest-
ing areas” were idendified in western Oregon, the small
number apparenily due o “curment imber management
practicey”

“Potential nesting areas were located in Douglas-fir in
= ) aml Sitka Spruce in = 1§ Fesresis greater tham 10N Vs

changed immediately 10 ensure “suitable habita™

“Lasting the maurmelet s endangered (or threatened )
wasiild ensore that all futune |'I-|=1|1-q. for logging in suitable
hixbatiad (el idual sales ol comulative impsicesy will
be serutinized For impacts on murreletl populations
Timing is of the essence given the mtes of habiug loss in
western Dregon and the potential extreme declines in mur-
rebet popolations.”

Forest ““‘Habitat™ History

The relationship of Coast Range Indian buming prac

tices i wildlife habital —especially habitat for such food
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animils s binds,
ungulaes, rab-
bats, and sguirmels
—was first noted by
Raobernn Haswell as
he sailed abong the
southem Dregon
Cioasl near Coos
Bay in August,

| T8%:

T 1
Countrey must be
ithickly inhabited
by il many fiers
we saw in the night
and culloms of
smeoak we would
sce in the day time
bt | think they can
denve bt little of
ihere subsistance
from the sea but
o compencile for
thi= the land was

A
ORI s

beautyiully diversi-
f1ed wath forsis and
green veredent launs which must give shelier and forage
o vasl numbers of wild beasis”™
During early historikcal me there were ot beast cight

meijor and distinet languages spoken in the Ovegon Coast
Ramge and at least 26 distinet iribes, Map | shows the gen-
eral locatson of these peoples, and Table | shows the loca-

ticns iy kermis of masdemn political divisions and popalations.

Figures | and 2 depict a few of these individuals and their
respective dses of large-wood products typscally harvested
From bocal forest environments. Rivers Aowing from upland
fonests amid ocean currenls were also sources of large hngs.

Human families have lived in the histoncal range of
merbled murmelets for mere than 1000 years, The use
of fire by these families for heating, conking . hunting,
recTeation, vegetation management, and other purposes
prosduced an environment dominated by fire-dependent
and fire-tolerant plant and animal species. ldenizfiable pai-
terns of these plants exisied across st of the landscape
i the time of white setthement. Accurate physical necon-
structions of historical Coast Range vegetation paticms
{ “habitar™) requine the presence of people and expent daily
and seasonal uses of firg,

Based on histonical evidence. it can be shown that the
land=cape of the historical range of ihe marbled marmelet
al the mme of white occupation was primanly made of
shifting pattermns of even-aged stands of comifers =-smme
yong, some old — (mostly Douglas firk bounded by prai-
ries, mdgeline trils, oak savannahs, the Columbia River,
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JONN GRANAM'S NOMESTEAD.
Frinde. Brstes Cranis, (evges.

Figure 3. Drawing of Taledo, Qregon, landscape, looking eastward toward Marys Peak, 1885.

and Pacilie Deean. lslands of even-aged conifers, groves
of oak, meadows, ponds, balds, brakes, and berry patches
further defined the environment, much of which was vinu-
ally Free of underbrush, ladder fuels. coamne woody debris,
snigs. wwd other chamctenstics that became common o
meany paast- 1900 Pacific Morthwest forests,

Warren Visughn was a pioneer white settber along Til-
lamook Bay in the early 18505, where he observed in the
| B8k

A that timee, there was ot @ bush o tree 1o be seen
o all those hills, for the Indians kept it burmed over every
spring. bul when the whites came, they stopped the fires
for it destroved the grass, and ihen the voung spruces
sprang up and grew as we now see them.”

In addition 1o considering the effects of thousands of
people and their daily uses of Are and rewood over thoa-
samads of years, curment marbled murrelet habatat has expe-
ricnced some of the langest and moss viokent catastrophic
wildfires in US history: the Yaguina, the Nestucca, the
Coss, amd the &-Year Jinx Tillamook Fires of 1849, 1868,
1902, 1900, 1933, 1939, 19495, and 1951, These fires Killed
hundreds of thousands of acres of even-aged large, small,
and odd-growith Douglas fir at a time

Whal effect did these vast — and sudden - “cleancwts™
have on Oregon’s murmelet popalation? Compared 10
logging history? Did murmelets adapt 1o historical Indian
burning practices, or did they migrare here after the bum-
ing was stopped?



Conclusions and Recommendations

Marbled murreliets have proven tiv be very adaptive
mesters and can fly extremcly Fast, “Trees die and birds
fy” = 1o say that millions of acres of contiguoos “old-
growth™ Douglas fir forestland is needed 1o “protect”
these binds seems o dety both reason and common
SN

The “science™ process that directly resulted in the
U'S Fish and Wildlife Service declaring marbled mur
relets as “threatened”™ was apparently biased against
logging and active forest management from the outset,
Likewise, efforis to locate nests was also biased toward
"natural” old-growth conifer stands 1"|.|-|.'||.'u|1-i|_'|.1 siles
were nol always located in on unbissed manmer™)

Dty used o promaote the “critical decling™ in
marbled murmelel populations wis superficiil, based on
provably false assumptions. and dependent on gues-
tionible anthmetic o denive the “crnitically threatenced”™
claims.,

Mative bird populations on the Cregon Coast s
have adapied o constant disturbances by people and
by occasional catastrophic forest fires and windstorms
aver e, or @lse they may have migrated to this area
i recent centuries, Both possibilities should be consid-

Figure 4. Elkhorn Ranch, in heart of present-day Elliott State Forest, winter ca. 1894,

ered,

Muarbled murrelets do not seem o be ithreatened or
endangered at this time, There is mo real evidence that
their populations are in “sharp decline™ or that logging
isfwas responsible, even if they are. Rather, it appears
the California, Washington, and Ovegon mumelets
are near the edge of their range, much as the lands in
northern Canada and Alaska are sparsely populated
by people. Conversely. most murrelets prefer Canada,
Alaska, and Asia, where they have robust populations -
rather than the “lower 48,7 where they exist in apir-
cntly stable, much smaller, numbers,

In summary, if the federal government is going o
continue o dictate how forests are managed in Oregon
—and particularly in regard 1o select plant or animal
species = it is important they begin with comprehensive
historical information rather than insccurate assump-
tions, bias, and deceptive math for planning purposes

CORRECTION: In the previous article in this series, |
mnistakenly credited the wrong pliolarerapiier for the greal
pilveane af rthe 327 -foor Brammir § “Doermer™ ) Fir, This
pictine was gerually taken by Daresd Livvd, Longshidow
Phaotograply, Hood River, Oregon, and first pub-

{ished in the Marck 27, 2000 Poviland Oregonian. @
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Forest Restoration:

Problems and Opportunities Revisited

By Dr. Bob Zybach
How actively managing our western forestlands on a landscape-scale can immediately create thousands
of rural jobs, greatly reduce catastrophic wildfire risks and damages, return millions of dollars to our
state and federal treasuries, increase native wildlife populations, fund our rural schools, roads, and
libraries, and make our forests and grasslands safer and more beautiful than ever before, Seriously.

[his arische 1= an
upskated version of
the first articke | wrote
laar 1has IR, i
the h|'|rt|1'; M2 pssane,
Simce then we have
[m k]| IIIIIL'\|.1 A0 WlIRS S5
catasirophic wildfires
im northemn Califomia,
Oregon. Tdaho, and
Washinzton that have
burmed millioms of
acres, killed mullions
of waldhife, grossly
pelburtesdd dhee abr in ouar
major bovams and et
s for wieeks on eml,
amd Knlled] daoveens of
peophe. All predictable,
anl all preventable
i CoImeCTive actions.,
gencrating thousands
of jobs and mallions of
dollars in profits and
s revenues, had been
taken first. What was
[N =EWCT VEars ago
remanns e loday: and for omormos, oo,

Western fonestlands have never been in worse shape: mul-
Bons ol @cres of dead and rotting trees: thousands of miles of
abandoned and barely mnntaned roads: record setting waibd
fires becomang larger, deadler, and mone destructve by the
year; hundrads of artihcally mmpovenshed runid communsties:
and endless litigation preventing the use of resources we need
1o sastain our ves amd our ecommy

Miverts '.".l':.'|'='|'l e

There ane a muvber of reasonable ways W resolve these
prodbdems; i komg-term commatment o active forest restoration
and management wolld seem o offer the most immediste
Bencfits to both people and wildlife, asd to be the most likely
pouse 1o lomg-term eoonomic sustainability as well

Wt 1= fowest restoration, why s 1l needed , and how
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|I FHERE I.'.I:. i1 e II I'.'l'.'.'l " TN WFTETE,

15 1l chome ane the queshions addnessed in this article. Two
examphes of current forest restormtion projects ane profiled
b0 help answer these questions, and 1o illusinate how thise
tvpes of progroms can be immediately implemenicd across
the landscape 1o the benefit of neglected forests and depresseil
lilll.l'l.'l'-IJI:|'il.'IIL|I:I!I CoaTminitics l|1rLH.I!l|It| sl the West.
What is Forest Restoration?

The process of fonest restoration is focused on retuming
am area b0 one reflecting desined pasi conditions. I & criti-
el b anaersdiand a) what conditions wene actually like in the
past., amd b which of those charsctersstics (if any ) should be
festored of preserved for the Tt

Fowr thae [l RN s and |.u||_.'_;'|. p-,'n:'-|1|.,:' s K K
[ II.,:;_uml v wsedl angd |1|.'|n:|.g.,'q! nalise |1|'_1|1I1. amdd aanmals
{or their oavn PSS |:|1i|u.'||:l.|[|:. fior Fowwd: shelser: fuel: and



fiberr products. such os clothimg, bas-
kKetry, musical mstruments, camses,
ropes, mnd weapons. Fine wis wsed
for @ wide runge of purposes: for
consko g, heatimg, and highting arcas
arosund homes and campgrounds; for 8
reuvensting berry patches and har-
vestimg helds of gram; for hunting
pame by systematically setting vast
traicts ol land on firne

Mun 1= the only aninial that can
e fine, bt e 15 ok the only anemal
that benefits from i, The expen and
phicmmes uese of Are aeross the an-
el landbcapes of Cregon resulied
uii the stibde patierns of foresis,
wooudbinds, vast prmnes, wetland
imemdorivs, brakes, bilds pnd berry
paiches encoumiened by Lvggaon Traul
mmmigranis when they first armived
here i the 1840 1250, The greal
mumdhers of ek, deer, binds, fish,
sipuirrebs, migratory fowl, and ofher
animals that populsied these environ-
meemis werne nobed and documenited
by many of the new nesidents,

By thai time, though, most of the
Indian communities in this region
had been decimated by plagues
of deadly discases introduced by
Asian, Afncan, European, and
Amenican exploners, huners, and
iraders in earlier decades. The new
ammivals, encountering a land nearly
devosd of native people, assumed
they were “setiling” a “notural™
landscape creased by their God or
by Mabure, just for them. “Manifes
Destiny,” That mistaken beliel per-
sists to this day 1in our popakir books
and films. in our screntilic lterature,
and in our legad system, and is 2
Ky nedsady &0 ifiany ol our foresis
and grassbimds ang 0 sich degrded
condiionis al 1has B

Fusrest restoration . mone than
any other defmitson, means restonng people to the Lind: md
restonng them im such & way that they feel safe, whether in
the wioasds, along & nver, or walking through a town. Bestor
ing peogde to the Land also supposes restoring fire (o the land;
fires set by peophe, not by Tighiming

Upper South Umpqua Project:
Considering Past Conditions is Step 1.

Ihe map shown in this artick: represents a critical step in
e fones! resbortion process = o determnstion and dooumen-
takion of hkely past conditions for arcas being considened for

restoration. This step is quite oflen gnared, OF SYen unnes
ognieed, invaniably resulting in Failed projects over time
Whenever we plan to restore something., 1t is important we
understand the actual conditions — including presence and ac-
Binns o |'I|.'l.-|‘i||." that exisied in the s

e Upper South Uimpgua Headwaters Precontact Refer
cnce Dondilions '.*:ll.u.i:.. focused on ..'|"|:|.|;||,:I:1.'||.r||||_.: a significan
porison of the 1 'lrlrh.|u;l Mational Forest in |l|1|||!:|;|\. ﬂ_':u,lnl;:-,
s i likely existed in 1825, prior to white contact, The study
arca s sdighitly maone than 230000 acres in size and exnends
irom thie crest of the Cascade Range al clevations greater than
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6NN Feet, westwand (o the
conflucnoe of Jackson Creck
with the South Limpgua
River ot approximisely
|10 et elevabon. The
mag shows the locition and
composatson of forest ype
pattcns and basic imvel
rowifes os they hkely existed
i the \.Ilul:. arca N Vi
ago. Each of the subsequeni
four photographs documents
a typical example of the four
mbentificd fiorest types, and
illustrates potential fores)
mankgemen actions needed
fin Festiore and maintain de-
sired future comditions

O oof the basic par-
parses ot fonesd restoration
15 b reduce wildiire nsk
ani damages. The method
for achieving this in over-
stocked stands of conifers is o signilicantly reduce their bio
s " fuel load™) and open up the tree canopies (thinming™)
us they existed in earlier times, when catastrophic-scale
crovwn fires wiere uncommon oocurrences, On lederal Linds
this ix refermed o as an “FROC 17 condition

The Upper South Umipagua Propect was imiteated by
Douglos County Commissioner, Joe Laurance, o consader the
possibility of restorng degraded local forestlands wo this type
ol conditeon, On JIII} 15, J000, he vestified i a {II.H:IFH,."\'\‘iI.IIIJI
subcommatiee of The Howse Matural Resources Commiitee in
Washington, DC

“Fir¢ Hci:l.m-.' Comdhiteni Class {FROCY | ax sapalar to the
forest which European explorers (ira found here. That fonest
el b sl el h:-. fime for mwsee than =ix U md Vears b
provviche the native inhalitants with what were them life's ne

k |"'. ;ill-l.'l Kivherey il ._.'J.':_

cossities. These included sbundant wild game from the maost
productive and diverse wildlibe habatat ever knonwn oa this
continent. Samilarly, the regular burming of competing vegeta-
G permitted propagation of met bearing toees and other Food
producing plants. Additionally, the historic “Healthy Forest™
prowwsked pristine nvers, sinemmes, amd lakes that prosvided an
abundant harvest of fish snd waterfowl, Within FROC | the
risk of bising key ecosysiem components to fire s low, while
VERElALIon species oomposition, strsctune, md paterm are
st amd ||||||,'I!i11|||:||.!.: within the maturml histor range s
Rescanch methods used 1o determine and document 1825-
era lowesd coidilos in the \1I.II.|:I. aicd i lided Exlensavie usé
of General Land Office survey maps amd noles, histoncal maps
and photographs, field plots, ol histosy imterviews, lilerture
reviews, archival mesaeanch, and over 5000 GPS-neferencsd
digital photographs, This laer methid documented the loca-

Rely on us to provide the most cost savings on
Genuine lsuzu Parts, Sales and Service.

ENGINE SALES, INC®
www.hamiltonengine.com

Serving The Pacific Northwest
For Over 60 Years

Hamilton Engine Sales Inc. has been the authorized Isuzu
industrial diesel engine distributor for Oregon, Washington,
idaho, Montana, Alaska and Hawail for over 30 years.

Call the diesel engine experts foday.

1-800-437-3644
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trees and regularly tilling andor burmng
Mo A the surface anea o manage wnshersiory
'/ | crops, such as camas, tarweed, hazel,
and beargrass. Notice how Douglas-fir
~| have invaded the arca in the past 10+
“| vears, threatening the survival of the few
| remaining old-growih oak and pine.
Restoning this savanna would ertail
¢ | removing the Douglas-fir before they
smother the remaining okl-growth: remoy-
ing the surface fucts that have buili up
around the bases of the oaks and pines:
and remtroducing the types of understony
plants and regular burning practioes that
creabéd and mraitained sivanna conditions
in the first place. There ane thousands of
gcies sirmilar o this throughout the stidy
area, with invisive Douglas-fir sbowly kill-
ing the istnblishecd obd-growth and creating
potential crown-line conditions by devel-
DN @ comtinuous canopy of fine, piichy
fiel=. A crown fine under these cincum-
stances would likely Kill all of the trees in
this picture, including the old-growth,
Photograph 2 is a typical condition
found throughout the former Pine Type
in the study area. Aguin, these arcas were
mainained by regular preseribed fires in
precomtact time. and ane now being thneat-
encd by thousands of invasive Douglas-fir
amil madrone.

South Umpgua Headwaters E osnes
ca. 1800 Indian Land Use and B -
Vegetation Patterns (Zybach 2010} N s ot

Photograph 3 dwiws the 1825 Doug-
Las-fir Type, which <ill contains scattered
gllll-gl‘l.m‘lh LT amd ponclerosn pine;
specics which may have dominated this
tvpe in the Indian era. Restoration would

tion and extent of remaining obd-growth (pre- 1BZ5) tnees in

the sty anca, m addition o documenting persistent patiems
andd patches of such trditional cubtural food and fber plants s
camas, fawn lilies, cal's ears, Insck bebemics, harelmits, changuai-
pin, tarweed. servioeberry, wokas, bracken fem. thimblebermies,

Historcal research has given us the map shown: a genér-
alized depiction of likely forest conditions in the study anca
during the 1800- 1825 time period. The following four photo-
graphs represent typacal curment conditions within each of the
four forest types (or “zoncs" ) that are depicted. The targe size
and wide spacing of the older trees in the photographs can be
gauged by the “human scale™ used 10 meisure them: Nama
Lapham, long-time NW Maps Co. forest science rescarch
assistand, is 58 wll and did much of the ficld work on this
progect,

Photograph | shows relict trees from an oak and pine
savani that was developed and used by native residents for
hundreds or thousands of years, These ancas were fonded by
constant gathering of fuel, acoms, and pine nuts from the

provide the best option for probong the
Hves o these hisionc trees, (o,

Photograph 4 s a picture of Huckleberry Lake, in the high
elevation True Fir Type. The “lake™ is now & wetland praine, a
result of eutrophication during historical time. This area used 1o
be  portion of a major huckleberry gathering complex. equally
accesaible to Indian families living in the Rogue River and
South Urmpaqua basins due to s oomanon ndgeline locatson,
before these plants were shaded out by the imvading conifers. In
addition 1o the hsmdreds of acres of cultural plants still present
in i anea, nuemens sone artifacts asd other evidence of past
wse e also in widespread evidence aloang this ridgeline. The
scamered taller trees in the background represent langer diam-
eter, older trees likely dating 1o the 1600s and 1 00s; the vast
majority of trees, though, having established themselves afier
the mid- 1 800s and throughout the 1941k,

The commeon theme documented by this map and photo
graphs is that tens of thousands of acres of old-growth oak,
pine, [}n-ub:l.;n-llr,n,u.] codlar, and other conilers exist “'ll'l!'ll,l-lh'
ol the study area in need of immediate atention, if they ane
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remove excess liter amd logging debris, Note the
scattered trees that have been lefi behind: wadely
spaced pine of several different age groups, from
scedlings 1o saplings and second-growth 1o old-
growth. Also note the small herd of elk grazing
directly above Tim, near the crest of the hill.
Picture & is the same herd of elk as the
previows piciure, seen through o zoom lens,

Mot shown in this photograph ane several mone
elk just over the crest of the hill and it least

two blackiail deer near timberline that were
photographed nning deeper inio the woods
shortly afier this picture was taken. The small
charred stumps and large woody debris in the
foreground will s0on pol away or be consumied
in the next few surface fires, The reddish-brown
patierm is bracken fern, a plant harvested in large
quantities by many Oregon tnbes for its starchy
rooits. and asparagus-like “fddleheads" that grow

b survive [Mote: 17 000 acres of this study area burned in the
2003 “Whiskey Fire,” one year after this was writlen, cost-
ing $23 million and needing 932 firefighters to contain], The
same problem exists for the scatiered patches of hucklcberry,
camas, arweed, and native grasses that stll persisi. A forest
i, ideally, composed of many facets, howsing many different
types and speckes of plants and animals. Those are the types
of attributes that used o define these lamds, and the same
types that can be restored and maimained for fulure genera-
tions of people and wildlife,
Jims Creek Project:

Make a Choice and Then Do It is Step 2.

The second step to forest restoration, afier considering
histoncal conditions. (options™) 1= 1o determine what future
conditions sre desined {goals and objectives), and to begin
pctively restoring and/or maimaiming thase prized and desired
conditions across the land. An excellent example of this step
is the Jims Creek forest restoration progect on the Middle
Fork Willamette Ranger District wohich. in 3012, was in the
process of completing an initial #0-scre “demonstration
project” portion of a 25 000-acre plan,

The Jims Creek project has demonsirated the feasibility,
profitability, and general benefits of conducting landscape-
scale forest restoration projects on federal forestlands, but it
is also a good example of how much time and money can be
spent in putting these projects together, as well as the case
and quickness with which they can be stopped by adversanal
legal actions. This project was initialy conceived by a kocal
LIS Forest Service forester/project manager, Tim Bailey, who
then spent the better portion of the next ten years shephending
his vision through the myniad public meetings, scientific re-
views, commitiee presentations, promofional fours, and other
hurdles needed to get things underway on the grousd.

Picture 5 shows Bailey in front of a portion of the Jims
Creck Project in 2000, This anea had already been reated by
removing most of the invasive conifers established during the
past cemury, and by broadcast burming the ground o as o
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in the spring. In a few mere years, with a few
msore broadeass bums, this srea will appear very similar to
what it must have looked like hundreds of years ago — includ-
img the regular presence of elk and deer.

Although the 400-acre Jims Creck demonstration project
has clearly shiown several adv s of forest restormtion
ini this area, sdditbonal progress has been hahed o this time
dwe 1o an infestation of thousands of ned tree voles (“tree
mice”) that accompanied the migration of Douglas-fir trees
inio the project area duning the past century. These rodents
are prodected against bogging Douglas-firs under a federal
“survey and manage” regulation, despite the fact they are not
a threatened or endangered species.

This type of work . based on relatively new lederal
regulations and related litigatson matiated by environmental
ofganizations, his become the main difficulty in beginning and
completing fonest restoration projects in Oregon and through-
oul the West. The Jims Crock Project is also a
of those types of problems: of the 25 000 wtal acres of this
project within the Middle Fork Ranger District, 7.000 acres
are privately owned and being managed for maximam timber
production; more than 7.000 acres have been classified as spot-
il owl habitat: approximately 7000 acres are in remole arcas
that would likely include the “taking™ of spotted owls: and the
rermamang 4000 acres are populated with regulated tree voles,
Also, a river flows throwgh the project anca that contains two
listed fish species and “thene is a perception on the part of the
regulatory agencies that this type of restoration work can have
a negative effect on fish,”

Despite these hurdles, there is a bt of work needed and a
lot of people wanting to do i,

Conclusions

Forest restoration projects should be conducted on a
landscape-scale basis in onder o be effective biologically,
mesthetically, and economically. Progect boundanes should in-
chude sufficient commercial materials to treat the eatire proj-
et area and to show a profil. Profitable and beneficial actions



HOCESS

4) Lioca] project managers should be
knowledgeahle and capable of commu
micating sceentific, techmical, and politi-
cal mspects of & progect o local cilizens

| remaun cerain that the adoption
of these practices, is defined, would
huve many immediate and positive
effects on forest health, old-growth
preservation, endangered species pro-
tection, nural ccomnomies. mternationl
tradke balances, and many other eco-
nomiscal, ecological. cultwral, histon-
cal. aesthetic and recreational values
mssociated with Oregon's foresis

The degradation. destiiction. dnd
loss of owr federal foresis and Erilss.
lands 1o wildfire, bugs, and disease
will continee 1o escalale so lonig as we
continiee our currenl path of pissive
avoddance and meghect. Restoning
our Mation"s forests means restoring
people — in pare, as active managers
by our lands. The benefits for doing so
have been listed: the impediments o
getting started have been largely self-
inflicted, are almost entirely political

are sustamable on a long-lerm bass, as
wie hiave kearmed Trom mone than 1000
veqrs of fonest hustory in thas negion

The actions needed 1o restone
o Tonests 1o egrlier, more desirable
conditions would |||.1'|;u'_'|r||.:¢ Creale
thoisamds of pobs fof decades pltn.

1o ke the best uses oF our common
resources, protect our obd-growth and
willdlife, and greatly reduce the likeli
haowl of wibdfine and the seveniy of such
oecurmenoes when they do take place

Basad on my own experiences and
observations., | think there are four key
things that must be in place for fonest
restoralion projects o be successiul on
a lomg-term basis:

I F Areas slated tor restoration
should inclusde sufhcenily broad
boundarses and specifications 1o allow
progects fo be profitable;

21 Restoraton progects showld e
Bandscape-scake (225 0008 (o 250 (00
pores) i siee in onder o be economacally
eflicienl and bsologcally eftechive over
ke

Ay Local respdents and businesses
shwaiildd b 1n sEFOdgE supsort ol restorlosn propects, and e
given access o all mtormation tha develops dunng the

(rather than scientific or humanitarian), and can be readily
surmounted, given effective leadership of common @

oulery. The besi time for doing something is now,
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Elliott State Forest’s

Recreation Plan

By Dr. Bob Zybach
Southwestern Oregon Community College Forest Recreation Students Develop a Draft Plan to
Manage the Forest for Economic, Recreation, and Educational Benefits for All Oregon Students

]
'» l' y

“Two Nd Growth.” Jerry Phillips and David Gould discuss fire history of two old-growth
trees on Huckleberry Point during May 15, 2018 Loon Lake Field Trip. Photo by Anne Farrell-
Matthews, Southwestern Crrepon Community Colfege Communications Administrator.

Fue thie nnst two sehool vears | have bl b distuise
|'II-_';|~.||n.1 and sEnsiactaon ol '.'-.|I|L|||;._: wilh Tasha Lis IEslOne,
Soutlwvesiem Lirggon i_'::-:ll:l'nlll:. Lol epe ISWOL L) For
estry anl Mwitural Hesounces lisirecior, and her F253 1 Forest
R ecraainm SludEils b -.I:_".:_'h:|1.||'_._' the very hirst diall necne-
il |1';||| for the Ellotr Siate Forest, In 1993 1 hodd recerved

my J-vear forest recreation degnee from Onegon Ssate Univers

sy (LU ). and thes has been my Tt opponunily 1o LR R
wiork - amgl i a Forest | have been direct by anvalved sath and
cherished [or many years

.

Sliadens parcapated in six 4 haor leld rps e 2008 (o

learm aboad the Ellon and o corsider s potenlial uses for
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recreation thi could [il1i|l|l\,‘li|||'r|.' el the Common School
Fund andior be used for educational purposes by Oregoon
school studenis. These inps were reduced to five in 2019, and
all poirs wene acoompamied by two or more local expens in
farestry, history, fisheries, birdmg, logging. rosd constnction,
and’or conumencand recreal o

The bessons leamed by these inps, by related lectunes amd
consullatons with local expens. amnd h:.' B! :l:-..'xl-.'-!l relings
and resEarch made I'u_-:;::-. vl bl ool wene Lhen oy Tyl
staet] o drall ERodl Siie Forest recreation plans -~ e very
lirst every wnllén lor = ""'E'“"ID‘ First Sume Forel™

Byt £l volunleer nmesind espenses of other fiekd



guides and lecturers, and the costs of printed materials and
website construction for this project was provided by Oregon
Websites and Watersheds Project, Inc, (DRWW), an educa-
tipnal ponprofil website Wayne Gresy and | co-founded in
19546, Transporiation, student instrwction, sludents, and clags-
oo Tacilitees were provided by SWOCC,

Funding for ORWW was entirely by privale donations
and primanly provided by a few bocal businesses — Coos Bay
Timber Operators, Inc., Southport Lumber Co., DB, Westemn,
Inc., Hull-Cakes Lumber Co., NW Maps Co, — amd by David
Gould. Giesy, and myself. And all based on the work of Jemry

photographs, texts, and website screen shots that provided ad-
ditional detasls on the stops and thematic focus of cach inip.
In this manner the students systematically visited the
Elkhom Ranch, Cougar Pass Lookout Tower, lerry Phillips
Reserve, Tenmale Lakes, Trail Butte, Loon Lake, BLM Elk
Viewing Area. Dean Mountaan, Millicoma Fish Hatchery,
all ol the local campgrounds, and Golden and Silver Falis
atate Fark. They also observed and considered the Fonsst™s
road, tral, fire, and management histores and conditions as
we traveled. And at each siop local expens were available 1o
explain what they were seeing and b0 answer quesiions.

Phillips: as legend- gy —r T Ellson has
ary Ellioit State B - : | about 550 miles
Forest manager, as ; - FR o e _ h ~ =| of historic rocked
its historian, and as | = ,"'":! et e ;| roads completed
Moieid [ | PR
sultant, and guest L4 - = X ot p Yo 1940 {early high-
lecturer for the - ; _:_._.H‘- e - = | way and CCC
SWOCC students. - F i _ consiruction )
Elliott Field | S s ST T ake md f - 1940-1962 fearly
Tl"l.H . = '1-_’;.*2" — Laked” 1'l,.. J W :, B + old-growth log-
During the Fall [RE— - SPE D00~ o Lake R¥]-". | ging): and 1962-
of 2017 the Depart- | i - 1] 1970 {(Columbus
ment of State Lands | f, g I[)J]"I‘u-S'I" FORESTY_\. .17, * | Day Stomm
;E:{Eum;lmw = " &Rt : REA il ?m Of these
laborated on a ¥ . . | . = accord-
series of three oral | g | : e 7o ingg to Phillips,
history interviews | . of g 5 i | only about |50
with Jerry Phil- b -~_;| N 21 0 it § e | miles are needed
11_:!4 while I;-.'n.u'u'lg E "5 / = 5 r Eurmana.gmm
i ol L ok et
. The 4 1 - {
iNIEFVICWS Were I-a = = - Ie miles can be
conducted by me L} [ 2018 Draft Recreafion.| | converted 1o trail
e kgl (L = Plan Boundary Map ! | ZESGIE,
in forestry-related |2 : v Campgrownds  ,* | | biking, horseback
oral histories - with '——— —— = riding, or driving
DSL providing a Elliorr Stare Forest Recreation Area. ATVs: and can
vehicle, a driver, Students determined that the “Elliow Forest Recreation Area”™ always be opened
and GIS mapping o showuld include recreational amenities immediately adjacent to the  "p again for tem-
d“'“,"““_,“'" Toule perimeter of the Forest, but remain within Phillips” north-south ~ POTrY CMErgency
and '“EEET Umpgua and Coos River boundaries. The western boundary was :ﬂ“;“‘““““
:’:'““ e sel ai Highway 101 to separate the area from Oregon Dunes, with Oné of the
terviewed during  Golden and Silver Falls State Park at its southeast corner and Loon g, ines people
this process, but Lake and Scottsburg in the northeast (2018 Draft Plan: pg. 9). Actice on enler-
Phillips” thoughts ing the Ellioat,

and writing about the Elliott were the focus.

With this background the 4-hour educational fizld rips,
beginning and ending at SWOCC, visited all ponticns of the
Ellemsit and i1 perimeter, with a focus on forest recreatson,
history, mapping. planning. and photography. Students were
provided with 10-20 page handouts for each tnp, including an
innerary of all stops., a detailed map, and a series of hstoncal

including the SWOCC students and instrisctors: all of the
roads are rocked, mostly in poory maintained condition,
lined with weeds, and with occasional garbage dumps and
homeless camps. And there are no direchional signs. The only
exceptions are short streiches of State Highway 38 where it

becomes the northern border of the Ellioil, and the seven-mile
stretch of paved county road beadjng from Highway 38 to
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Lo Lake. B ur':.'.l:ll:J__' clse s rock, and ||||'\.:I:h.' avandoned
Draft Recreation Plans

Haged om what thy Sw, heard, and otherwise leamed
during the course of the ficld tnps, students worked in thnee-
person lEams 0 develop basic recreation plans for each lacet
of ihé Ellwol & recreatsnial opporunmibies. Lombarad, these
imcremenial plans constituted a drafl plan For the entire Forest

||'.;,'||_' SETE W |'l.|'\u:.,' COMEAMENS W '||;."H.|;.' EEETTISECS | 1
recréstson nlan had never been wnlten 1or the Bl ot Belone,
and Xy i 1% the only Stde Forest in |:|r|_'£_'|_lll that 15 % owvnesd
vy the Lammon S»Chool Fund

% forest
TEETEEA T
plan has to
SO SIeT

irst and

e s
wiho ihe
I:l:lq_lll'.l.lll_"
%, Whether
il 15 prvvale
amd. an -
dhistral tree
farm. Foresi
SETVIOE,
BLM. Stme
Loty
or Inchan
all ol the
rules and
||_"::||-.|!!-\.'-:I'\1
T LTS T
dyechives,
and budpet-
[ LR
sArdints ane
different
o L ainanan
“chool Fund
lands they are
r||!|n;.:.'c'.|!|n:_'||_'|::

he banner quole lor both the N8 amd 2010 stideni
drall plans is rom Fhillips. opemng siatement in his 1SS
4 I 4-page history of the Ellsot

I'd heen '-.:|_!:.|n;l1. e af the Forest § exisience since
I|:I|_"|-,|||'.|__'I e pion Sl |:--C'\l|||_'¢_'|_'_ where it was desenbed 1n
.._'h.'-ll:_'e_'n_' hiteralire & an undevelopad Sale-owned [orest ol
young timber lving between Coos and Umpgua B ivers, ded
cated o educational prirposes.’

From 15930 untal the |,'.||I:-. |%5FKs thes was miempreied 10
mean that the Ellion would be siricily managed for maximaim

finamcial gain. and that money would be directly transfermed
to the Common School Fund, Beginning with the spolted owl
il \hen the martdled awrretet, Elon nmberiand was diven-
ed from maximizing profii for Oregon schools 1o providing
“erviscal labas” for I'n_'n_lu_'|.|:!!. = =] el hirds. Thas transi
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tipn has culminated in the Fores: IDSINE MOney clur INg many
al the st I vears. in I"'F'-' nart due o lavwvers and environ-
menial arganwFaions using federal ru IMES b0 SNl Goow'n Siale

forestland bopging and ofher management operalions
These changes in use and income of the Ellioat have bed
the Siate Land Board o first g2l the land 10 a privale com-
parvy, theen reverse the sale alter public resistance, and now Iry
10 “de-couple™ themselves from legal obligations 1o the Con-
mai School Fund; possehly by ranslermng ownership over
10 (1
LR :'.;-:-.:hl:u.ll'-l:ll:-. ol the Land Board, as hey hawve

In the miermn, however, the sclodl lands remain the

“Jerry's Point of View." SWOCC student van leaves Jerry Phillips Reserve on
April 17,2018 Elkhorn Ranch field trip. Jerry Phillips has long maintained that
this is his favorite viewpoint on the Ellion. Photo by Anne Farrell-Matthews.

been since | 859

Ssdents were sware of political discussions loking place
regarding the Elliot’s ownership and management, but iold
iy Fogus on current amd historical ownership responsibilities
i Ul Comanom School Fund, UDse 1o changed ecomomic
condithons, thougl. they were also wold o consiber Phillips’
statement as saying the Forest could be managed lor eduica
tional purposes lor Oregon schoolchildren, mot just (o profi
Therefore, their draft recreation plans should consader wao
nrimary objectives: | ) make a profil for ithe Schog] Fund, and
3 ereate recreational opporiunities wilh educational miem

A syslematic consideration of the Elliol for ils educaton-
al and recreational polential
although the 1E37 Orepon Sae Constitution clearly stabes

hael nol been undenaken belone,

that income Trom the federally-designated school kands
shall be se1 apan a5 a saparate. and reducible imd



ko B called the coin
R school Tund.,
for interest of which
together with all oiher
FES CHLCS |]|.'!I'n.'|| ghla]
the schanl kands men
noncd in this section
shall be exclusively
applied 1o the suppon
andd mantenance of
GO sChodls in
Each schodl distnet
aml Ehe purchase of
suilable librames, and
apparaius therefor™

In this day and
age, i certamnly seems
a5 i Imernet con-
lenk, ransporation
and computers can
I|..1'\1|l|'|.|"'|:\. ey as
“surable hibranes and
apparaius,

Student

Recommendations

In bath 2008
and 2009 sndents
placed maps, dinec-
il signs, and road
mimeiance as ther
highedd prornly recom-
memdateons, e ek
of directional signs.
in pancielir, was séen
ak 3 criical need thal
s e immedaate by
remcdiad — mot oy
[r PEEsOns of regre-
abional and education-
al uses of the Forest
baif most imporiantly
boir ressons of pubilic
1| i |1

I here are hun-
dreds of miles of noad
o the Ellion, mostly
in oo consdition, and
o direciional signs
amyvwhere. Roads ane
narrow amd wanding,
poorly surfaced and
even blocked mmany  Hiking and Sighiseeing. Studenis follow irail to Silver Falls during May 28, 2019
ancas, and the Fores! Grolden and Silver Falls State Park field trip. Photo by Anne Farrell-Matthews.

5 |||,'|I!In._'-|.r b 1is [ o]

camvons amnd sheer rock chills. Kadio and 1ele- locations and the possihilities of getting stuck, getting a flat. or hoving an

phone reCePion 15 Pl o NONSKSEnd I many secident are Gy o], And. outside o |1|,||'||J|||_' se=tson. Ehere 15 hardly am
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trallic of other laeman CSCTCT for muiles.

The recent decision by the Stale Land Board to reverse
its earlier agracment to sell the Elliobt was predicated in
large part to keep the Forest “open to the public.” With
this obhgation, and given the enormious siee of the existing
Common School Fund, it should only make sense 10 follow
the SWIOCL students” lead and immedaptely resolvie these
problems. That could be done, easily, this summer

e simdents @l moted that directional S1gns, |1||E|r-.'-l.-..'|:l
roac] surfaces, and functional maps sould make ecucatsonil
and recreational visits fo the Ellso maore desirable. as well as
safier, and theretore ikely lead o greater amouits of tmthe
creatimg its own set of additional problems ad opporiuiles

Assuming that the student recomimendalons ane lod-

ohligations o the Commaon School Fund. Thas proved o be
mach more difficult than suspected.

Owwegon was inibally granted 3.4 mallion aeres of paldic
lansds ad statehood in TR, by Congeress, specibically 1o “sup
pert public schaals.” Through trades and sales = mostly lizpeal
— sl oof the remaming lorested londs werne consolidaied inbo
the 710000 acre “Ellion Same Foredt™ in 1930, Maost of this
mrea was covered with voung Dougles fir saplings that wisld
e becoame comamercially viable for another 30 vears

During Jerry Phallips” management, trades and purchases
increasoed the size of the Ellobt s schiol properiics o aboul
B 000 peres, 1 grows on estimaled Ji million board feet
of tumher a year, far exceeding the 50 million anmual feet
estimated m 1930 when the Forest wias much younger and

Hunting on the Elliow. (L) Jenna Goin shows grouse she shot near Elkhorn Ranch, Septem-
ber 22, 2018, (R) Amelia Harvey and the black bear she killed near Johnson Creek, May 24,
2018, Boih hunis were on the Elliont State Foresi, Photos by Amelia (L) and Alex (R) Harvey.

lowed, as they reasonably should be for reasons stated, a
wide variety of recreational and educational options beoomes

mone likely and desirable: greatly improvied camping, fishing.

hunting, sightseeing, berry packing. hiking, biking. horschack
1|q.||||:_:. and ATV trails all becomse ['-:'r“Ih!'.' I'he enhanced
educational opportuniiss for stedents all over Cregon also
become appanci
Common School Fund Income
In addition 1o explonng the recneational opporuniics
of the Elhotl, students were tasked wath recommenahing lsima

those activities might be used 1o generale an incomss o mect
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wmaller, and also exceeding the S00mllion Feet per year tha
Phillips sold, on average, over the lass 30 vears of his tenure
Moy the Forest somehow loses mmaome

As af June 30, 2004, the Common School Fund wis
5145 hillione In the past 20 years, distnbation (o Cregon
schools has ranged from a bow of $13 million in 2004, 10 a
high of “an expected S 1 36,6 million in the 200 3-17 bien
niwm” (most recent numbers on the Oregon govermment web-
sitel I the Ellsoln were agan managesd according o liw, that
number would be increased by 520 to 225 million a vear for
the next 20 years. And [m'-i!r.._'r.ln:-u: than 400 necded local



'Il est .i"ur.l 'Ir.l'r.‘f:rm.'m F nhmg Camp. .'Hudmﬁ; gamer for group p."u.r.m i xlpn.f .73 .E‘EH !!-'I|
Elkhorn Ranch field irip. Jerry Phillips and Instructor Tasha Livingstone are on the far left;
field guides Bob Zybach and David Gould are on the far right. Photo by Wade Gould,

jodes i onder oodo so, wihade still retammg more than 400000

acres in “older Forest habial

A COMETNSS HNeY CoOmmmIc repart prodeced By Litah Sale

Liniversity in 2004 tiled “Options for the Monetization of
the Ellson Stse Forest,™
uniguee or special attractions that would bring in & significani

concludad that the Elliastre: “has po
amount of deursts o produce any substaniial profin for the
Common School Fund.™

Ana: “Withouwt uniguee sites or atiractions, angd given the
small populatom in the area, monetizing the [ Elhon] through
entrunde fees bor hunting, fishing, camping, lnking, and other
recreational actrviiees 15 nol a viable, revenue-producing op-
Do i obs osvi

Shudents penemlly agreed with this assessmient bul, naol-
ing the Ellion’s long history of timber management, wildfines,
and windsiorms, sssumed that a certain amount of logeing
wiollbl comtinue to ke ploce and lep- geneTate r|,|||.,l.||:|-_._' -
el o FIT rogicls and diey l.'|'-'1‘ e reatesomal opportuniins

Wi \|'I|.'|.'I|:I|.' FeCrealionsal purpses, Csiruegc Ll;_':__'uu__'" was
wgen as a method capable of funding other amenities and pos-
sibly even showing a net prodit for the Common School Fund
his type of practios was discussed as: necessary salvage 1o
keep roadways and traiks open, create and mamiain scenike
vistas in key locations. remove danger irees, open up camp-
growmds and overcrowded stands, restore culiunal landscapes,
and develop arcas for g game foraging and songbind halbatat,

Ynother i discussed was o maemen the Eloit os

an actively managed forest focused on economic benefit 1o
Oiregon schaonls — as had been its hestory and legal obligatson
for more than 310 vears — and to use the histons roads, logging
siles, tree plantations, and odd-growth reserves as the imissing
“special attraction” identified i the Utah State report. That
approach would continue o produce hasnsbreds of local jobs.
hundreds of millions of dollars for our schools, and pay For
any and all recreational facilities wanmted or needed,
2020 Plans

Plans are already being made for the spring term 2020
SWOUT F231 studemts, They will be using the 2008 and
20019 draft ENiott recreation plans s their study guidis
will be participating in the five established educanonal Geld
irips, and will be expecied to make improvements on the
current 2009 drafi

A difference, thiough, will be that the 2020 students will
b |l..'|II!|"|.|!.||:|1. Focusad on imvgmbory and plannmg for the EJ-
lioet"s 5300 miles of roads and trails, and on the identification
of, and recommendations for, the Forest's uncounted camp-
sites and gathenng areas

Hopetully there will be directional signs and safe roads
bor them to travel on. Their classmates have been tang o
make thal happen

Ly b Lvbach iv Program Mawreer for N Bodh
siraclean AENES G ey iR gy IIII'IJI.I|J|II|'.| LN fades ool
aex aderoetive FITAE flexs ow e CREW Ellian Foarest @"

wehsite: ORI v Eliod Fosest Becreation
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“Keep
Up the
Good
Fight,
Eric”

Wayne Giesy,
1920-2019
By Dr. Bob Zybach

Wavie Chcsy died on Sunmlay, July 28,

019, wath his son by his side and after being
bathed, shaved. iaking his medscatson, dnnk
mg a chacolate milkshake, and 1alking o his
grundson on the lelephone. Very few people
llay kv whio 1|.'|.'.|_1.||._ {i.-_u.:. s, | VT

Fwihy W s hias heard about the o '-||.--.3.

Plan Elliott Old-Growth. (L-R) Wayne Giesy, Jerry Phillips, and
In public and in meetings Wayne's de David Gould discuss the history and 250-foot heights of this

meanor wias always upbeat and positive, He  stamd of 250-vear-old Douglas fir trees in the Ellioft State Forest.

Wik Knowwn lor his I"Il.lll'llll:.' vilace, Iwind The l'll“'l.lli.l.'".'ll ages nl' th‘:""‘: th“'l.lll men iq ﬂl'{"ﬂ.ll.'i" thun “-":. age ol
ws CNETE Y. SEnge than-firm handshake. ““_l Irees “'“H_' are [-““_gidu.ri“ﬂ_

wolid convictions. and a consistency and At the time this picture was taken this preserve was named
ditermenation that became ever mione APLIn ehilly cr [1r|."|.'k ][I‘."l’ilﬂl-.l. {:I'II'H: i “. hl‘-t:'l k11 h""l'“ I.l-Ll‘-lth h{'i.'“ renamied,
€18 Wiil1 Dime by an Act of the 2019 Oregon Siate Legislature, as “Jerry Phil-

Mloare than anvihine he was 3 man of his
wind

lips Reserve™ in honor of the man who made it possible. Photo by

3
Wayne was alwiys a gentbenun io am -lllllli]l'.,ll.lt_'lu - 2017,

by, He was unkfuilimgly podite, Kmad and

consilerute, prytul and optimstic, deter agrecmend il you asked, but 10 wasn't necgssany He always dad

mined, wnd 1oueh & ieel. He lived on @ smal] tree femm mear wina e sasd he would do, His hambhabe was his pusramee
Phibormusth with his wilie of 63 years, Beny Jo. They heated and your word was expected 1o be st as relishle, unless v
their home with finesood tha Wayvne cul with a claan saw un- provved otherw ise

til he head @ two-vear supply when be was 95 or 96, Afler that Wayne also had a few aphorisms he liked 10 occasionally

was pone, they began using electrcal heal repeat. Each ome had a story, which be seould sell i detail once

]
He was @ mman o s ward | e womdd spen o contract o waee, and thercalver they were st & shoit -hand way o
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nuike 3 poini:

“A cowrntry oy can fell vou everviliing he knows
int ahont five minres.”

“The trick is to tell them e go 1o hell, and have
them enjov the trip.”

“Yeni can get a fof done if vou don ¥ care who
gets the credit.”

The Accident

Ciovernor Kate Brown: “Thank vou. Winme. I was de-
lightful to have vou bere again and 1 wish vou the best as you
ridl i 9 and hope we all have vour energy and enthusizsm
tor making the workd o betier place when we reach vour age.”

State Treasurer Tobins Read: “Hear! Hear!”

Wanyne Giesy: “Well. | have my driver’s license until I'm
PiMy, sy, ol surstained laugher fom the audicnce),

— Transcripe from Oregon Stute Land Boand December
15, M08 public meeting reganding ownership and manage-
ment of Ellion State

finct e couled “feel no pain,”™ althowgh he had just had songeny
and had been groggey ot the time from the drugs they had given
him. We talked about the meeting and plans for what needed
tor b done next for meose than an hour. Wayne expected 1o go
Fisaine: **im b o three days™ and somehow that didn’t seem ou
o the quiestion,

While he was undergoing surgery his family had decwded
b surreder hos diver's license beeause of his age and health,
bt mi o ever told thist 1o Wavne,

*Waorking for Ralph™

Ealph Hull got us together. Ralph agreed with much
of what [ thought about education, forest history, and forest
meanagement and provided a signaficam amount of the funding
and encouragement | needed 1o comgdete my PhD. Wayne had
samilar concerns and perspectives and Ralph - his “best fiend”™
foor many years - provided steady work., 2 share of his sawmill
ownership, and fusding needed for Winvne o stiend political

Fongsi
Ul Woedlnes
duay, June 19 of this
v, probably about
K500 in the cvening,
I called Wayne 1o
“check in" 10 discuss
wihat each of us hid
..L'n.'n.lll:l;l-lihfp;.,l 1Hicsl
day, and also w make
plans for owr schwd-
uled mecting with
05U Pressdent Bd
Ray that Frikay.
Betty Jo an-
swened the phone and
told me the news,

I Amity High School Sports. Wayne was a star athlete at
Amity High School, lettering in football, baseball, and basket-

ball during his sophomore, junior, and senior years. He was

- quarterback on the school football team, catcher on its base-

ball team, and guard on the basketball team.

During that time Amity teams won 27 separate champi-
onships, including State “B” league basketball champions in
1938 that also finished second to Baker in the “A™ League
tournament. YWayne made both Oregon “A™ and “B”™ League
basketball All-Star teams that year, likely the last person to
ever do so. It has been claimed by others for many years that
Wayne introduced the one-handed set shot to Oregon basket-
ball, and he has never denied that distinction. In 2013 he was
elected to the Amity High School Hall of Fame.

Wavne had Fallen and
broken his leg carlier in the day in their front vard, Rather than
call out for help be had crawled on his knees 10 the hack of the
howse and pulled himself into the Gazebo and out of the sun,

Adner am wsr oF so, when be hadn't retumicd as expecied,
Bty Jov hawd gone out b the back deck and called out for hin,
When Wayne answened and she couldn'y see him, he said it
e Bdcinee e was on the Aoor of the Geeebo and couldn
get up, Bety Jo had just talked 1o their son, Reid, who was in
Philoanath, kess than 10 mides away, When she asked Wanne il
shee should call Keid back and ask for his help, Wayne thought
for a while and then sawd “okay.”

On Thursday Wayne had sungery o put a metal rod into
buis Bt deg, “From the ankle o the Knee.” On Friday, Russ Sapp

our third Board member of Oiregon Websites amd Watersheds
Progect, Inc. (ORWW ) — and | met with D, Ray a the sched-
uled nime, in Wiyme s absence.

After the mecting | went 1o visit Wayme in the hospital,
whene he was alert and wanting o know evenvthing that had
been said ol the mecting he had missed. The nurses had had
barm wp andd walking thal moming and be wis susprsed by the

and prodessional mectings b promaote bis “Criesy Plan.”

All three of s had decp pioncer CRegon nools, long
persanual historkes of hard work in fiekls and forest<, and 3
eiimmon concer for the futume of our narl schoods, familics,
businesses, and commmmities. Radph had the desre. insight,
and resources: Wayne hacd a plan and political conmections; my
Job v 1o ger the academic credentials necdad For research
and publsc education. Ralph wld Winyne 1o keep an ¢ve on e
habe | dic so. Mo b sy, ol o assist,

Al that became our relationship, on a collaborative basis
For nearly 30 years Wayne and | would talk on the phone fous
or live lmes o week, usually aboit 8200 or w0 the evening,
recounting the duy s sccomplishments and making plans
for the Following days and weeks, Despite our best attempts
vtherwise, these plams were rarely linarcially successful - vet
almest imvanably completed 1o the best of our abilities.,

In December 1996, as | was finishing my Master's degree
at OSL, Wayne met with me and asked how | thought my de-
gree could best be used for resching & wider mnge of siudents
reganding the history and managementof Oregon s natural and
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1997 ORWW Live Internet Broadeast. On June 6, 1997, ORWW broadcast a live event over the
Internet from the Philomath Middle School gymnasium;: one of the first live Internet broadcasts in
history. A 283K dial-up modem, a Pioneer Telephone Co-op connection, a rebuilt Apple computer, and
a hodak DC20 digital camera were used to create a concurrent typewritten commentary and a dozen
digital photos documenting participants and actions that have remained online ever since,

The occasion of the event was an awards ceremony celebrating the students and teachers that had
participated in the “PEAS" (Philomath, Eddyville, Alsea and Siletz) Project during the school year
by putting students’ local natural science projects online to share with others. An ORWW survey of
the computer and Internet capabilities of the five schools showed that: only one school at that time
had more than one line dedicated to Internet access (Siletz, with Tour); most modems ( 10, for all five
schools) were only 144K and only five modems (four in Siletz) were 28.8K: and of the 79 total comput-
ers in the schools, 67 had only 8 mb, of RAM and only 12 computers ( 10 in Siletz) had 16 mb., of RAM,
Definitely the beginning of Internet use, communication, and education in Oregon’s rural schools,

The two pictures shown here were put online by ORWW event webmaster and photographer,
Longyao Wen, with remaining photos taken by students in attendance -- mostly of themselves, mostly
acting silly, and all being the first digital photos they had ever taken or had placed on the World Wide
Weh. People who can remember Internet communications from those days will recall how slowly
pictures loaded, line by line. As a result, photo files were made as small as possible, with the picture of
Wayne and me being only 16 kb. in size, and the group photo just 23 kb. This was well before Google,

online videos, smartphones, and selfies that students expect today.

culivral resources, | sugpesiod the newly emengmg “Intermet
COMMARECAlONS &% 4 way o imvolve modern snbents any-
where ot amy time inthe Stase,

Wavne thought that was & good ikea and Ralph agrecd 1o
provide startup funding. Westem Cregon Timber Supporters

(WOTS ), o small Philomath nonprolil group sdvocating for re-

sponsible forest management . agpnecd to sponsor us. Mack Bar
mngion, 4 recend (5L PhDY in Ceography, provided icchnical
cuperiise and om January 15, 1997, OREWW launched s firs
euucaomal websate: The PlAs { Pakomath, Eddyville, Alsea,
and Siletz ) Project, which has remained online = in common
with more than 35 subsequent ORWW progects — 1o this day

Hd|]"i| Hull dsed =i |h1llh:...'|',:\.' O, Y, The fodll lov ing
vear | completed the Ph e largely paid for. All this while
Wayne and | kept working together, using ORWW as oar
base. Al some poim a few vears ago, Wavne said: *You know
wie 1e both still warking for Ralph, doa™ yvou™ | told him yes
W both knew it, but that was the first time it was spoken or
acknowledped between os
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“Omne Duestion™

Wavne was o WWIL Army veteran, mustening oul as o
second |seutenant in 1946 In 1955 and 1957 he was elected as
Bemon County Representative to the Oregon House, serving
"u||rr'|g wiith Mark Hatbield and Bobs Packwood, whio was a
paige ai that time.” It was there that he became known for his
hooming voice, handshake, and Bunt, pointed
polite = questions al public hearings.

It wixs abso in the Stae Legislature that Wayne first became
familiar, and fricmdly, with |w:|||:. 5 ears ol Hn,'p Wl % r-,'.'||1|-
cal and educational keaders o follow. He ranely ever missed a
meeting. He was always carly or on time and knew everyhaod)y
by firsl nomie, and their phome number. When a mecting ended
b belt admast immediately, 1o "get back home 1o Betry Jo™ and
his iclephone.

If there was 2 major presentation or proposal at a mesting
Wonyme alvways asked af least one guestion near the conclusion
amd. becouse of his volce, evervbody always heand i, His gues
e uspially began with a compliment or o, and were ofien

il ||.I||_||.|:||:||.'|1.




asked im @ way thal mahe people
Ik, souretinnes nervodisdy

A typecal Waivne question
porhaps follovwang o grsmdiose
omest management scheme
o new federal regulalsin, a
proposed Wildemess, or olher
COVETTHITRCI] SE1 -, meghl go
s hKE Dis

Well, | thank voan have
a wonderful sdea and should
e complimenicd for the gre
amouni of thoaeght and detail you
burve pul imio i, | singerely hope
Wi can make il wiork, Hut | do
W is
ok o pay for yoner iea g

The Ellistt

Wisyne and | had met with
YL Presadent Ed Ray st his
office on January 2nd For mone
tham Wk manutes, following the
December 18, 2008 Saate Land
Board mecting i which all three
of s had eestidied

The: purpose of the meet
M2 wils 10 AISOURS (R0 COMOeTTiS
regandimg the Elleott Stabe Fonest,
its history, and 0510 plans for its
mandgement; and & companed 1o
thee CREW W “Ciiesy Flan Adiema
bivie” proposals th Wisne and |
bl presenied to the Land Baoard
owvier the conerse of the Y WS
i yeams

II'\‘.I? nie hisd an aliahle
relationship and great respect Tor
H,._-. dumne his entire engire al
O L ancd the mesting was very
procluctive, resalimg mi Wl

hurve i aquestioa For vl

fen statemeenls and subseguenl
achims ol miuhl cooeEriil o
A Bemtative Fulure maeehing wis
“alter the HUP | Mabatat
Comservabion Plan | 1s des M'I|||\._'|I'

|'-I.|||=||_-.'
fior the st “probably some
e :h_l. |ale SPIURE OF ST ol
the ladest,”

"|1|-.I:|.I'|-\,,' ,|rr.||'|:_'-._'|l hiE Fou lovia
i g W ith Presslent H.I:-.
o | r::'i.l:-._ Jupe 21 o desciss the
Ellwntn, thae AT and | -.-|l| i @
CIEWW held Ereps ith Kiss 5; AP
for liste sumemer o carly Rall
Russ mid Wavine had also known

cach other and worked and kob

Wayne Giesy displays Oregon Society of American Foresters (SAF) Hon-
orary Membership certificate for lifetime achievement in forestry, given at
the annual State SAF meeting held in Pendleton, Oregon, April 235, 20013, On
October 24, 2013, Giesy also received the national SAF award in Charleston,

South Carolina for his lifetime contributions to forestry and forest policy.

Photo by the author, Text of Wayne's SAF national acceptance speech follows,

“Ladies and Gentlemen, my name is Wayne Giesy and I receive this
award as an honorary member of the Society of American Foresters
with a real sense of responsibility.

I am 93 years old and have spent over 30 years (including iwo terms
as an Chregon fe 'gi.n'ﬂh i) advocalti nE management r.:r Federal Foresis,

When the Forest Service was establivhed, SAF wrote the manage-
ment plans that produced products for US citizens and jobs for riral
communities, This plan operated successfully for vears, and then the
environmental community took over.

We now have a policy, “Let it Burn and Rot.”

While it has been a privilege to work in the forest industry —an
industry that has a proud history of investing in science to inform con-
tinnous silvicultural and environmental improvemenis - federal forest
management is broken.

My career has spanned both extremes. I've seen . And I'm here to-
day fo say the pendulum has swung too far fmm management fo favor
preservation, and our communities are paying for i,

I challenge the SAF to again assert their past success and refurn as
the entity that writes the Federal Forest Management Plan.

1 join as one of you = let’s get going!

Thank you.”
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bied fogether for more than 30 vears,

Buss and his family are descendams of Tilkimook County
Trask proncers and have logged and built noads and homes in
the Alsca Valley since the 19505, The purpose of the tour would
b o visin fomnesiod and refonesbed arcas in the Absen basin that
the Sapp Family
e wowrkied on
samee then. The
idea wirs o conr-
skler econmcs
o sesdhetics of |
possibile O51-
manazed Elliog
Fowest futures.,
as they maghi
appear — and
at what costor S
benefit — 2o 31 | withish
years from now, |

.

and federal forestlands Ivimg within rural counties in the wesi-
em LS.
Croodbyves
Eric Thomgeon is the Presidemt of Thompson Timber Co.,
m Philomath, Cregon. The family tree Farm and forestry busi-
s Wi mrted
4 by his grandfa-
B ther at the end of
S WW L managed
. by his father and
oy by Enc and
Tiis sasn Juke, all
whi attended
OSU College
of Forestry, The
family has s
0 beautiful man-
agod forest on
the slopes of

.-"l.r:ihn | Marys Peak, and
Toscus of the tour - — 1 was privile
woild be the e fogst righi il e i & o [IIHII:In!u:'-l:f:;J
potential value of = el L e ot 4 SN thowrsand rees
using the Ellion This headline, photo, and article by Bennett Hall appeared on  there mysell, in
wa “demor- - ghe front page of the Corvallis Gazette-Times on August 13, 2009, the carly 1980,
;":‘:11“ _"‘_'."1‘"1 The photograph by Andy Cripe was also used to illustrate a profile ";' '&"‘M
foneied Lrs 0 Wayne (“Still Giving ‘Em Hell at 93") that Hall had published " (/8%
i . il ol Lhree-
andd BLM lands  iN the same newspaper in 2013, tors of Oregon

in Owegon: the “Gicsy Flan Allcmative”

Wayne had developed the “Giesy Plan”™ (he prefemed
“Owegon Plan,” but few others followed this lead) with Ralph
Hull and others in the 1980s; the initial tanget was the Siuslaw
Mational Forest, as a potential example for all federal forests in
the western LIS, The basic klea s to statistically divide federal
foreslands into three caeponies = mparian. reserve, and com-
ity = i order to provide work, business, and tax revenue
ingor rural communities while providing older fonest habstat for
recreation and dependent specics,

The Elliott State Forest “aliernative”™ to this proposal
would be o combane the Giesy Plan approach with the QS
Daoiaghas County “paired watersheds™ reseanch design for a 20-
year perisd and have the resulis be transparently shared online
with evervone for the dusation of the project. And then let the
mext generation of students and voters decide what 10 do with
the kind., srmed with this scquired knowledee and experience.

According 1o State ecomoimists, the Giesy Plan Aliemative
wiollld provide maone than 430 full-time. family wage, blue col-

lar jobs g Dowsgelaas nd Ciosos coumnties and more than S460 mil-

o b thhe Coommon Schaool Fund during its X-year existence.
That woaild be in addition 1o the critical research findings it
wiorild produce regarding marbled murrelet. spotted owl, coho,
lamprey ecl, and pine manen habitat, as well as significant
carbon sequicsiration dala.

Local resadents and LS taspayers could then use that
informeation fo make maosne informed decisions regarding stige
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Forest Industries Councall mmd commuies o regular meetings in
Salem from his home in Philomath. He lived near Wayne, who
was also an OFIC Board Member, and for the past few years
was giving Wayne mides 1o and from eir schedubed meetings.

Wavne became a Boand Member of OFIC in 19997 and
missed a few mectings in the carly vears when he was out of
state, From 2002, when he was 82 vears old, and until he broke
his beg. Wavne never missed another meeting. Until recently he
drove o every one,

During their mdes together Wayne and Enc developed a
ponsd Fricndship, discussing forestry issues, curment business,
andd politics. When Wayne was going through rehab in Afhany
in July. Erc made a point of visiting him, buving him batieries
for his hearing aid, and discussing cument events and plans.
All meetings with Wayne emd with a stnong handshake. a look
straight in the eye, and a “thank you,”™ Sometimes two or three
thank yous,

Then Wayne's hean began to give out and his body
began retaining water and after a while he had o reium o the
hsspital. During his final days he realieed he would mot be
going home after all. The last tme he miked with Enc he mist
have known his time was getting shor. When it was lime to
say goodbyes Wayne gave the finmest handshake he could and
said. ~Keep up the good fight, Enc.”

I was a request, not a demand.

Prblicher s neote: “Having deal with Wavere and Boalpl
since colbvennt 980 o g Thanks e Bl for tis article!



Elliott Forest Boondoggle vs.
The Giesy Plan Alternative

By Dr. Beb Zybach

Elkhorn Ranch, ca. 1586,
Mote the ahsence of stumps or
snigs in the foreground (valley
floor); the karge, widely-spaced
old-growth snags on the bench
hehind the buildings; and
the much smaller and more
densely -spaced snags on Lhe
hillside above the bench that
extend io the Adgetop, The
{ burmed snaps and their rela-
tive sizes indicate at beast two
. major fires through this area,
near the center of present-day
Elliott. The more recent fire
took place in 1879 and burned
| meardy to the ocean, including
- miost of the westside forest at
| that tinse.

Cinss
MSTTAREZE T
of the Elliott
State Forest
i Coos and
Douglas Coun-
thes in recent
years has cos
Oregon schools
hundreds of
il ins of dil-
lars, cost locul
furmilies and
busmesses the
loss of hundreds |§
of high-wage
Muc-collar jobs,
and with an

Uﬂcr McClay und hnr niece, Mildred Gould, on the pack trail from Allegany to Elk-
EYEIEIESINE  horn Ranch, ca. 1910, This picture was taken along Burnt Ridge in the southwestern part

risk of cota-

of the Elliott. Note the widely scattered snags and their relatively small diameters through-
strophic wildfire

ouil most of this landscape.
o the com- ; .
mumitics of Reedspon, Winchester Bay, Lokeside, Hauser, Somehow this news has mostly been kept quset and
Glasgow, North Bend, Allegany. and Coos Bay. awiry from public attention.
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There is still time fo fix these problems, but that time 15
short mmd citizens must become aware of how they de-
veloped in the first place - and what can be done now to
reverse course befiore things continue to become worse.

Background

The Ellioat
Stme Forest is
Owegon's first
State Forest, It
wias created in
1930 specifically
for the purpose of
funding Oregon’s
Common School
Fund. Such prop-
erties ane regquined
by federal law
1o be managed
o the muaximum
cconomic ben-
efit of all Oregon
schonls, Begin-
ning with state-
hoad i 18S9, b
present, monage-
meiil his been
the responsibility
of the Siate Land
Board: Govemor,
Stmie Theasurer,
and Secretary of
Stale.

The Elliodt
wars created by
combining other
Comman School
Fund proper-
ties around the
State and trading
them for Siuslaw
Mational Forest
and BLM lands
form & composiic
71104 scres of
immature imber-
land.

ance the trees matured.

By the mid-1950s the saplings had developed into
young second-growth trees approaching commercial size.
The decision was made o sell the older trees to pay for ac-

cexs roads o and
Estimated Timber Velume Harvested from Elliott State Forest, 19552014 through the Elliott.
— The purposc of the
sale was to make
- &
active manage-
- mnt Dfﬂ'l!ﬁ.'--
E mem veloping second-
H growth possible in
3 - order to eventu-
¥ ally begin making
i e payiments o the
Common Schaal
T Fund; most of the
e remaining older
trees wene then
L)
logged and the
" proposcd aecess
Ty T oY Pt roads buili.
CHEE ™ AR BT M E Y AR YERIED MIEM
EADANCHREDSPECIES ACT, €ATSIAD LSS OF MALLIOKSF DOLIARS TO-COMMN SCHOOL FEND The 156l
LTI IR FE AT ] i m“mm Dﬂ.y
Graater i rtaataon of Take i 3 resoll of B Dokt pered peces Art Dokl (i Gousd JO1S Storm hlew down
100 mmbd of
T-year-old irees
Table 1. Oregon Forestry Relsted Employment va. Government, 199%9-2016 | . 1. Ejion,
Job Description 19940 Jobs 2006 Jobs  Gained Lot CAUSHYE an im-
| Logging 11,300 il 5000 miediate need
Papet Masulbctaring a5 4200 470 to accelerate
Plywood & Engineered Wood Prodecs 17,500 8.0 8,300 harvest schedules
Sywmill & Wood Preservation 112 e AT £y — which result
| Fede ral Genernment 30000 28,300 5.0 providing regular
Staie & Local Govermme 1o o 146 e L) jobs and incomes
State & Local Government Edecation 97,200 132200 34,500 10 local commu-
Crovernment-Jab Totak 230 37100 T4 B0 0 nities and Oregon
This table iBuitrases the great samber of forestry joba lout in Oregon sinoe the listing of spotted owh as.an schools, as origh-
wwumnﬂmmmmh—mmﬁd—qh nally planned,
sume period. in 1950 the rtho of privaie frestry joba B govornment jobe wis more than 15, since then the Jerry Phillips
ratie had decreaied b beis than 1312, Few farestry jobs require even a high schonl edemtion because thay asc .
Largely based om actwl 1 e percemiage of governmeni jobs requice § minkmem fur-  stared working
g:ummmn sirang isdicaser of the decpesing urban/renl coonomic divide n on the Ellion in
with & hmsis in the Mb-year “Sorest wars.™ Jobs dats provided by Andres Fogue, Orrgon Employ mest 1956 and retired

Maost of the Elliott had been denuded by a series of cata-
strophic wildfines from 1840 through to the late | 800s; and
before that time in the 1700s. By 1930 the land was mostly
covered by young Douglas fir saplings, with only 4 000
acres in mature timber that had escaped the fires. Informed
estimates were the new Forest could begin harvesting a
sustainable 50 million board feet (mmbf) of imber per year,
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a5 its long-time manager in 1989, He & the Elliott's historian
and his 1996, 4 14-page history, Caulked Boots and Cheese
Sandwiches, inchades detailed accounis of the 1962 hurri-
cane and the subscquent management challenges and sccom-
plizhments,

As manager, Phillips added several thousand acres 1o the
Ellictt by way of statewide and bocal land trades and sales.
He sold an average S0 mmb{ of timber a year the entire time,



adding greatly to kocal jobs, govermment ireasunics, and the
Common School Fund.

When Phillips retired there was a far greater volume of
older trees than when he began - mastly because the Elliot
grovavs. 6 1o BD mmbl of new timber a year, whether it is

logged or not.

hastily appraising the Elliolt ot a fraction of its former value
and attempting to sell it for 3220 8 méllion = no maore and no
less — to S0 prospective buyers. In the early 19560 the Ellion
had been appraised at twio or three times that much. Recent
estimates = including the value of its existing noads = puts
the Ellinit’s potential open market vadue at a billion or mone

Almost immediase]y
affter Phillips® retirement.
harvest levels, employmen,
and income from the Ellion
plummeted dramatically {see
Giraph). Federal regulations,
environmental lvwsuits, and
political decisions bascd on
“eritscal habitar™ designations
for martled murmebets and
spodted owls were stated causes!
(see Table).

Problems became worse in
following vears and a new plan
wiis published i November
20011, after mearly ten years
of mestings, consuliaions,
mapping. and politics. Oregon
Department of Forestry (ODF)
divided the Forest into 13 saib-
basing and planned an anmual
timber sale of 40 mmbf, which
wotld provide mone than 350

dollars; 522008 million is a
big reduction in value for the
Commaon School Fund,
Somehow thene was only
a sanglhe bidder at this fixed,
grossly undervalued, e
and the curious transaction
approved with virtually no
miedia attention in February
2017, Under subsequent and
immediate political pressure,
the Land Board reversed
itself three months later and
negated the sale on May 9,
2017,
The Giesy Plan Alternative
The background and
40-year hastory of Winme
Giesy"s "Onegon/Giesy Plan™
has been described in some
detail in an article [ wrote
for the Spring 2014 issue of
this magazine. Giesy was

local jobs and several mil- Tanp b concerned that the ongoing
lion dollars a year to Oregon LS L e “timber wars™ of the 1980
schools. : 1o the present woulbd result
On May 3, 2012, a.con- dut't:! Phillips’ map "“'l;ﬂlﬁ'ﬂf"“ Fh:l‘mm in massive unemployment
sortium of Portland Audubon Ehisteopiic v SISt I pyam— and great domage 1o the rural

Society, Center for Biological
Diversity, and Cascadia Wild-
lands filed suit against ODF

(DSL) and against the new El-

determined marbled maurrelel
“critical habitm™ needs. it is alsy
Ann Aiken decided in favor of
the consartium and awandaed
them damages and attomey

Ellintt Siate Forest, as well as the adjacent commamities of
Lakeside, Hanser, Glasgow, and Allegany. Compare this
with the OSU map showing the entire westside of the EI-
liott as “critbcal habital,” despite its having burned clean at
and Department of State Lands | jagey twice in the 1800s and whose subsequent T0-year-old
second-growth forest was largely destroved during the 1962
liott plan on behalf of federally Columbus Day Storm. In addition 1o the westside Elliott's
documenied history of wildfires, hurricanes, and landslides,

immediately adjacent to the Tenmile Lakes, with
On February 5, 2014, Judpd their history of buman sccupation -« and daily fires, fishing,
and hunting - going back thousamnds of vears. This i one of .
the most dynamic forested areas in the entire Douglas Fir Re-| habitat, and product - therehy
gion, and the westside “conservation reserve™ particularly so. resolving legal disputes

schools, families, busincsses,
and comivenities locpted m
coamnties thal contained our na-
tional forests, and he was right.
His proposed solution was
simple, eloguent, and com-
pvisersical: by matual agree-
ment and independent manage-
ment. divide public forestkands

inio three zones — ripanan

fees while causing suspension
of 28 State imber sales, At this time it isn"t clear how much

maoney was awarded o the plaintiffs and their attomeys, but
the loss of timber sales resulted in hundreds of naral people
losing their jobs. and rural counties and schools losing mil-
lions of dollars.

The Land Board ried 1o rid itself of these problems by

withowt unfairdy punishing
rural families and businesses, and while maintaining healthy
forests andd desired wildlife habdtal comditions.

Giesy had been an elected State Representative from
Benton County in the 1950s and had remadned in politkcs
ever since. He met regularly for private breakfasts and lun-
cheons with influential state and federal legislators - includ-
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ing generations of senalors, represeniatives and governors

— el with deans, university pressdents, business owners,
foresters, amd others with an inferest and influence regarding
the management of federal resounces in western Oregon; and

design, successfully developed on the North Umpgua River,
i document bong-term land use patiems of key Elliost bard,
fish, and mammal species, o= well as carbon sequestration
variables, In 20 years a new generation of well-informed

particularly those in Benton
County and the Willametie
Valley,

Im the summer of 2016,
during one of his regular
maonthly breakizsts with
Oregon Senator Ted Ferrioli,
it was discussed that recent
problems with the Ellion
State Forest might present an
Opportunity b test the Ciesy
Plan on State lands, o5 a dem-
onstration of what could be
replicated in Oregon’s failing
federal forestlands.

At that point | became
invodved in discussions with
Fermioli and Giesy regand-
ing the proposed detuils and
what possible scienific and
educational values of such
a demonstration might be.
From then forwand, Giesy
and | worked almost daily on
this proposal, until a week or
=0 before his death at mge W9,
in August 2009, More than
three years since it began, that
work still continues foday,

The story of developing
the “Giesy Plan Altema-
tive™ to selling the Elliot is
described in the Spring anmd
Summer X017 issues of this
magazine, and again in the
Saermumier and Fall 2019 issves,
This proposal was developed
and documented online by Or-
egon Websites and Watersheds
Progect, Inc. (ORWW org)
angl is designed o last only
20 yeurs, Duning that time
the Elliott would remain in
public ownership and be man-
aged specifically on behalf of
Oregon's schoolchildren, the
public. and local communitics.

OSLU Elliott Management Map. This is the cur-
rent representation of the most recent OSLU Elliott

Forest management proposal. Planners have sub-
divided the Elliott’s Common School Fund lands,
designated by 13 subbasins in the 2012 ODF plan
and by 25 subbasins in the 2017 ORWW Giesy
Alternative, into a total of 105 sub-subhasins. They
have then blocked them into six numbered com-
partments, separately identified by color, and fall-
ing into two basic acronyms: “CEW™ and “MOW.”
To understand what these represent, the plan says
to “see CEW and MOW Matrix for relationship

of modeling components by scenario.” The large
green block along the left of the map shows west-
side Elliott lands designated as “critical habitat™
for coho, spotted owls, and marbled murrelets,
and thereby off-limits to active management, and
perhaps even to human access.

students, scientists, and tax-
payers would have for betier
information for making a new
set af bong-term plans for the
property — and federal land
managers would also become
Far betier informed on these
RSLes.

Mure than 40,000 acres
would be set assde for older
forest labital; all 350 miles
of exisiing roads and trails
woulld be actively maintained
for purposes of public access,
safety, recreation. education,
reseanch, historical value,
and active resince manige-
mient; end annual timber sales
would average S0 mmbdiyear,
i proven susiainable number
and estimated by an Onegon
legislative economist 1o pro-
duce mone than 5460 million
for Oregon schools and more
than 440 local jobs.

Key purposes of this plan
are to clearly — amd scientifi-
cally — compane the oul-
comes and effects of manag-
ing the Forest according 1o the
opposimg “forest war™ factions
of the past M0 vears, and at no
cost 10 the Common School
Funl; to provide enhanced
acoess and recreational op-
portunities for the public:
and 1o develop a statewide
online educatonal network of
Oregon students and teach-
ers focused on the various
ceonomic, fonest managencent,
and wikilife lessons leamed
on their transpanently man-
aged “Ellion Forest outdoor
classroom.”

This proposal was entened
into the public recond ot three

The Giesy Plan for managing the Elliont would use Or-  Land Boand meetings. endorsed by Boost Southemn Oregon,

coon Stste University s {O0SL) “paired watershed™ reseanch
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discussed on a number of regional radio shows, fentured in a



series of anicles in this magazine,
reviewed by seveml forestry or-
ganizsions - arl then somehow
buried without comment.
OS50 Ellioft Resenrch Forest
T'|!|n;-,: |'|'|n|||‘|l:|'|\. |u|t.:|:'.4||:'|

Angnist 3, 2007, DSL Director
Jim Paul outlined a legiskative-
approved two-year Elliott budget
of 51 5 million for a “Habiat
Conservation Plan™ (HCP) to
comply with federal reguls-
tioaes regarding management of
“eritical habitat™ for spotied owls,
muarbled mumelets, and coho
popu ltions: 5269 (0 for a DSL
Progect Manager; 31.6 million
for “custodial management™; and
SO0 00 for fire prodection

This budgel was apparenily
bised — at besist in par - on
Treasurer Read's proposal 1o sell

the Ellinet to Q5L which directly

resailied im the Lancd Boasd's
December 2001 8 decision o give
OS5 a year 1o develop such a
proposal fior purchase (for only
S1HLE mullion) and management
ol the Elliott in order (o cresle a
“waorkd cluss™ Reseanch Forest,

The most recent propoesal
from QS is their November
20019 draft plan outlineg, atinb-
ubed o US Forest Capital, LLC;
Muson, Bruce & Girard; Spatial
Informatics Croup; and John Ses-
spons. This proposal is charsc-
terized by the 05U Ellioit Map
side-bar m this artecle and repre-
seTils e same |:p'|'ﬂ,.'11[“i,ﬂ.1‘l1|'l:u‘l:l‘l\
and polyeons” managemient
approach 1aken by several high-
profile public forest plan faibures
developed by the same handiul of
OSLU-affilised individuals during
the past 3 years.

Whether the approach has been called “New Forestry,”
“structure-based management.” “FORPLAN."
ar any other enm. these U511 fonest management
plans have consistently resulied in billions of dollsrs in
bosses, depruded rural infrastructures and economees, and
even catastrophic wildfines - as predicted.

These failures have included the Clinton Plan for

harvest,”

JERAY PHILLIPG RESERVE

The authnr..]ern P'l'll“lps.. l.i:ld Daud (.nuld l:n thr new DSL ﬁigﬂ mark-
ing the recently re-named *Jerry Phillips Reserve.” Photo by Sam Schwarz,
December 15, 2019, Two corrections: “This 50-acre grove of 250 year-old
Douglas-fir & understory hemlock™ does not actually typify “the forest that
covered nearly all of the Coos River drainage until major harvesting began
about 1950™; these trees are now 70 years older and much larger than they
were in 1950; many of them blew down during the 1962 Columbus Day
Storm and were salvage-logged by their owner, Weyerhaeuser; many of these
residual trees were heavily scarred during logging operations at that time;
and the spur road and landing built for those operations are now lined with
thick patches of hemlock saplings due to the artificially increased light and
openings in the canopy. As these latter trees grow in size they will increasingly
compete with the Douglas-fir overstory for needed moisture and nutrients
and can eventually develop into “ladder fuels™ that threaten destruction of
the entire reserve via crown fires. The second correction is an error of omis-
sion. Jerry Phillips did far more than just “work on the Elliott™ during his
career. It should be noted that in his position as the Forest's manager he per-
sonally negetiated with Weyerhacuser to acquire this land and also bargained
with the DSL and State Land Board to remove it from all harvesting plans
and timber inventories. This reserve would not exist withouot the vision and
elTort of Jerry Phillips. That is how he did his work.

Morthwest Forests and the D50 Reseanch Forests munage-
mient plan m the early 1990 subseqeent QLN plan for State
Forests: Coquille Indian Forests management plan; BLM
O Lamnds mamagement plan; and tbe recent Linn County-
based lawsunt resulting in over a billion dollars in awarded
damages. All have their basis in the computerized efforts of
the same five or ten individuals working from CSLUL

None of these people have any* practical forest manage-
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meent experience, all of them have been very well-paid by
taxpayers for decades, and all of their implemented plans
have failed — sometimes dramatically. There is mo evidence
that any of these plans were financially successful at any
time or that they have been responsible for protecting the lifie
of a single bird or fish lisied by the federal govermment. el
they are now being considened — ol greal ¢ost — as the basis
for the Tuture of the Elliott,

Al the December 10, 2019 meeting it was learmed thar
“LTF" would need another year 1o develop the HCF; O5U
wokild need another vear o develop therr plan, bat would
ot be liable for the 51308 million purchase price; and the
new DSL Direc-
toar thaought both
ererprises hiad
been “extremely
busy™ dhoing
*gncal, way cool,
work” to such o
degree she was
EEMing ™ gosose-
bumps" jusd
thinking about it

Auother
2-plus million
dolbars were then
aranted towand
the Ellioit HCP
and (5L plan-
||i||.1,' PrOCesses
and another 51 .65

milliom was

pwarded o n T 3

Nayne Giesy being interviewed by Jim Petersen, Evergreen Magazine, at OSU Re-
search Forests® Peavy Arboretum office on January 25, 2018. Photo by Julia G. Petersen

privale company
b0 makintain the
Forest while
idled in disrepair. More goosebumps.

Conclusions

Actions of the Oregon State Land Board dunng the past
five and more years negarding the management of the Elliou
have been unsuccessiul and costly. Recent actions appear
headed for continued expensive Filure as well,

Despite the serious economic and environmental
problems taking place due to measurable mismanage-
ment of our public lands. the general public remains
st -.‘III-II'{'J} winaware of current and recent politics
surrnunding the Elliott in particular, and statewide fonest
manmgement issues in general.

The current effort 1o transfer ownership and manage-
miend of the Ellion 1o OSLU Forestry in exchange for a small
portion of its value has already failed due to a recent legal
decision that the Siate could not sell the Forest. The man-
agement plan that was to be completed by December 2019
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This o d.:l:'q_'w;m[q,'.,l ir||11 a 'hiltll'!llilh[i.i.' |'I|'|1Fl|.m.l| IJ:-:III'I;! ol
terms and scronyms that will take at least another year 1o
complete s weonald |.'v|.:r1.u'||‘||':' fail im ils present configun-
tion. In the meantime, the Common School Fund continues
blecdimg money and nieced jnh\., winrk , and repair on the
Fonest,

The Giesy Plan would be experimental, educational, and
economic in seope and would only last 20 years, st which
timiz the resulis could be carefully analyred and used as the
hasis for future management directions. and options, Dn ackdi-
tion, this plan would generate an estimated 440 rural high-
wape jobs and morne than 3460 million for Uregon schoods

Despite the great cost, there is no scientific evidence
that the Elliot provides “critical habitat™ for owls, mur-
relets, or any other binds, The forest has been “clearcul™ by
wildfires, winds, and landslides for thousands of years and
yel thi=e animals have pl.‘.ﬁiﬂl.‘d.Tl'H.' scientific evidence
that they rely on older forest habitats for their well-being or
exizience does nol exist. Here is an opportunity o change
that narrative with Fcts.

It is long past time the “forest wars™ were resolved
with sound scientific experimentation, common sense, hund
work, and good will. The Giesy Plan Allernative addresses
all of these problems; the OSU Plan only exacerbates them.

In recent years the State Land Board has proven itself
incapable of repsonably managing our State’s fonestlands.
Management by local counties, Tribes, and businesses, and
iransparent accountability o oor scheols would solve
ihese problems., @



Spotted Owls Revisited:

This photograph by Mike
McMurray was used seven
vears ago on both the title
page and magazine cover o
illustrate the following article.
It was first used here in 1%4)
as part of a photo essay by
McMurray titled “More Owls
Than Hours,” which chronicled
the photographer’s documenta-
tion of 42 adult Spotted owls
and 16 owlettes in just 48 hours
he spent in second-growth
forestlands in northern Califor-
nia and southern Oregon after
heing taught how to call an owl:
“It’s tough to find spotted owls
in old-growth, 1 only found
them in second-growth.™

The photograph is of a spot-
ted owl and a Simpson Timber
Company biologist who “called
him in and put a mouse on his
arm. Didn’t take long at all,
mavhe 1/2 a minute and the
owl came in and snatched the
mouse.” The owl was a male
that had mated for several
years with the same female in
a stand of Simpson Timber's
second-growth tree farm where
the photo was taken.

Sarvew vears g  Wrede o drticie walilericl for s
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fiowr P alracanmicnT @erverinime Tl GRS DR of feov rave” e
spatiedd onad, The article was nitred
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FEI forfied for Pl follenasingr poages
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i anfi-logging aoademics, envirenmestal [movers, agency
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1901 USGS Map of Mi. Hood Vicinity of Oregon Cascade Reserves.
Darkest green polygons below 4,000 feet elevation were most likely to
contain spotted owl habitat 115 years ago (Zybach 1996 &),

ﬂrmrlni ow s have now been i the news For more than
40 years; were listed as an endangered species via the En-
dangered Specics Actin 1990; have been actively managed
since 1992 by classification of millions of acres of federal
foresilasds in Washingion, Ovegon, and Californii as “criti-
el habitat™ - and have still declingd in populatsen of an
estimated rate of 2-3% a year ¢ver since

Mo one will argue that these resulis are based on politi-
cal decisions that have had unexpectied and wide-ranging
culivral, biological, economical and acsthetic repercus-
sions; particularly in the Pacific Northwest. Some have even
relerned o these circumstances as a “major social experi-
ment,” According 1o federal legislamicn and much of the



popular press, spotted owl legislative decisions have been
hased on the “Best Available Science,” the “newest™ scien-
tehie informateon, and “scwenific consensus,”™

B
Were I:|'||:_l.
r.;illi:.."
And even
1l e, was
all of this
TS
sClence”
uscd bo
make
Wse Of
thaoaugrhitful
legislative
decisions”
E Morts 1o
wahilize
O INCTEASE
S
led owls
imibers
have cost
YmCrcan
1ENpaY-
ars lens
af ballpons
ol dollars,
been p.l.|||g.
reSpR-
sille for
LTIPTEE-
|.'|.||.'I:||l.'l.1
urrihers of 1.'.||I,1~.I||||'||'1:|.' wildfires, caused the boss of 1ens
of thousands tax-producing jobs for westen US families,
created economic hardships for hundreds of murl counties,

towns, and imdustrics, and indirectly resulted in the deaths of

millions of native planis and animals

Was that pan of the plan’ Should we continue diown
the same path o “recovery™ that has resulied from these
decizions? My personal concern is not the politics invadved
uii ||1:|L|||;.: sisch decisions
concern 15 that the sesentific process 18 bemng misused and
degraded via such politics, thereby reducing public faith
i the credibility and capability of science in general and

thit s what '|'-|1|iI!|:n ar fiod "n.I:'.

scieniists in particular. Also, | think the public should be
derechy iwnvolvied m such decisin-making processes il no
continue to leave it up to university and agency commitiees
and the couns. Lawyers on both sides of the table get paid in
s |_|I|'\1|'I|I||_"~|_ anid w0 dio |1|1I|||u|.|m and EOVEmMrenl sCien-
tists — i 15 Just the logpers, truck dnvers, sawmmill workers,
foresters, engimeers, tree planters, and constrection workers
that are lef with the consequences.

Dr. Ben Stout in spotted owl habitat near Mt. Jefferson Wilderness an the western
shore of Round Lake, May 15, 204 (phovograph by B. Zvbach, wwie . ORWW.org).

[he Avmencan pubhic has been told that the scoientific
mformation used to drive spodied owl political decisions
hiis been “peer reviewesd,"” often with the declaration thai

it 15 the latest and besi information available for making
such deciskons (and thus leaving “scicmoe™ and scienlisis as
scapegoats when things don’t work out; Le., “politics™). The
quality of peer reviewed science, however, depends on the
chosen method of review, the qualifications of reviewers,
and the review critena - which are typically expressed as a
seres ol guesipons,

The LIS agencies i change of managing public resourc-
&5 have mol been |'|1rI|'||.'-.:-|I||r|;.: aboul the scientific mforma-
tion and quality of peer reviews usad W drive their policies
and decisions, There is no logical reason ihe Amencan
pablic has been excluded from this process, nor is there any
logical reason o continue such exclusion. The following
five questions are imlended 10 begin @ more transparent and
scientifically credible review of the “science-based™ man-
apement decisions imvolving spotted owls, These crilena
awre just a5 valid for public discussion as they are for scien-
ific review, and | believe should beeome part of the public
debate on these anmmals
1. Are Spotted Owls Even a Spegies?
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This s a tnckier question than yvou mighi suspect

When | was a kid in public schools | was taught that animals

that could biologically breed and produce viable offspring
were considerad the same apocies, A lew anomalies such as
hons, tigers, horses, and burmos usually siretched the lumits
of these discussions; otherwise, viable offspring was the
rule. The generation of Amerscans whio taught thes basi

approach to hiological taxonomy were members of the same

generation that passed the Endangered Species Act in 1973,
as spobbed owls were first be-
in2z introduced 1o the general
public. What was the princi-
pal intent of this kegislation?
Mare importanily, how wene
IIL\':». dl,:lin:h't_' "hfh;i,:n;h"“

['he most common owl
in Morth America is called
the “hoot owl.” or “bamed
owl.” 1 books and sounds
almiost exactly like @ spaoi-
el owl, occupies the same
range, and has successiully
bl anid produced viahle
wvoun with spotied owls.

e spotted owls there-

fore, pust the westérn-nmosl
cousing of the brown-eyved
sl i) IJ||1:|||:." O did
soane commitiee of nameless
sCennsts give therm separile
Latim names thai somchaow
transformed them inlo sepa-
e species )

And if they really are
ithe same specics, shouldn™
this whole “critical habiu™
operation be shut down
ASARF and the Fh:\ll'||1|-|,' whin
assemnbled i be held ae-
couinlable?

I'he analogy | have been
using for several vears 15 probably noi politically comrect,
but makes this key poind i terms most aediences can relafe
i “there are far greater vanations in physiolegy, vocaliza-

tions, coloration, prefermed habitats, diet. and appearance be-

tween 4 Pyvemy and a Swede than between a barred owl and

a xT'-I'IIII."I,! ow " Somelimes some |'h,!|.l1'l|{' seem uncom fortahle

by this companson, so potaloes, red and yvellow roses or

Crerman shepherds and French posdles can be substituted as

discusseon poands if the audience 15 more famalsar with those
SECies

The pomt 15, humans have mastered selechive brecding
and domestication of many species of plants and animals
and now we are trying (o do the same thing with a particular
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group of wild owls, The public, ai leasi, should know wihai
i s spending such enommoas sums of money on -~ and 1
it"s only o hreed a particular vanety of commaon hoot owl,
shoubdn't that information be known and perhaps reconsid-
ered?

2. What is so “Critical™ About “Hahitat™?

In 1992 the lederal government designated several
million acres of Pacific Nonhwes! forests as “critical hahi-
tal” lor spotied owls, thereby fundomentally changmg the
management methods and
ficus of our public forests
These lands wene no longer
mianaged by the US Forest
Service and Bureau of Lamd
Management foresters,
rather put inio the honds
of U5 Fish and Wildlife
Senoce [ LsFWS ) wologists

wh declared them off-
limnats to loggimg and miost
ather commercial activilics
These same lands had been
s for subsistence and
reCreal | 1*:. gencrnons ol
Amencan lamilies, and for
hundreds of generations of
local Indian families before
them Now il was being
made o a massive and
unprecedented reserve lor a
single species: spolted owls

[hese so-called “cnt-

cal™ properiies were desig-
nated by doeens of 2.7 mile
diameier “crop circles,”
supposedly based on e
“homee range” of a nesting
spoiied owl. The final resull
was much hke the cookies
or biscuits shaped for vour
mimn with drnnking glasses
OF ICACIS W hen VOl WiEre first |-,':|.rr|::lF 1o hake, The circles
mostly comelated to owl sightings and were concentrated in
public lands the USFWS did nat ward logged, Thus, about
seven million acres of some of the world's finest timber-
landds were abruptly removed from management for human
uses for the first tme i history, These designations were
tramsformative and unprecedented, yet quickly adoped
without independent scientific review or substantive public
discussion.

Environmental sctivists and some scienlisis have r'“"'e:
clarmed that spotied owl habatat used (o exist i far greater
amoamils before 1940 than it does now — therefore, spotted
ow | numbers must have been greater;m the unknown past



than they are now. This 15 a baseless assumption that cannot
b documented and therefore needs serious critical examina-
tion befiere acceptance — much less widespread adoption at
AN ENOMMUS COs1 T LAXpayers oF treatment s a “Tact.”

In 199 | wrote a research report for a Portland, Oregon
law firm dealing with this issuc. My study arca was the Co-
lumbia River Gorge, including thousands of acres of privale
and federal forcstlands along both Oregon and Washington
sides. My findings showed — and documented — that spot-
ted owl “habitar™ (by current definitions at that time) was
unlikely ever more than 5% or 10% of the total study area
during anviime since the | 790s, Subsequent research over
two million other forested acres in western Orcgon have
yichded similar documented findings.

There is no demonstrated comelation between owl
populations and artificial designations of “critical habitat™
zoning. These areas appear far more critical for the survival
of agency biologists and ecologists than for owls of any
siripe or spod. Predator-prey relationships seem o have
much more 1o do with owl populations than forest structure

an pssertion bome out by effons used to restore endan-
gered condor populations. which are kept and bred in cages,
and by the fact that at least one agency wildlife biologist
caught and kept a spotted owl as a family pet for 30 years,
1. Are Barred Owls a Living Example of “Natural
Selection?™

“Darwin’s Finches” are 15 species of closely related
birds — but with entirely different beaks and feeding habits,
adapted 10 their bocal environments. These birds, and their
individual variations, were first noted by Charles Darwin in
his exploration of the Galapagos Islands in 1835, and were
instrumental in the development of his theories of biological
evedution and “natural sebection.”

Darwin's finches aren’t really finches at all, but passer-
ines: members of an order of songbirds and perching bards
containing more than 110 families and more than 5,000
species - including Darwin®s 13 finches, Passerimes are ithe
second most numerous vertebrate families on the planet,
following bony fishes, and the basis for most subsequent
findings and theores regarding evelution,

Ini the mid-1900s, Darwin®s thoughts on natural sehec-
tion were being refined into “ecological niche™ theory, a
systematic look at “how ecological objects fit together o
form enduring wholes™ ( Patien and Auble 1981), It is basi-
cally an effort to systematize Darwin s theories so they can
be diagrammed and programmed into mathematical com-
puter models,

Spotted owls were first described in California in 1857,
in Arizona in 1872, in Washington in 1892, and n Ovegon in
1914. Barred owl were first described in 1 799 in the casi-
em US, expanded their range westward to Montana in the
19210, and were imerbreeding with spotted owls in Westem
Oregon and Washington by 1975, From all historical per-
spectives, il appears as if two isolated populations of hoot

owls - western and eastern — have coincidentally expanded
their ranges during the past cenfury or 20, and have now
joined 1ogether to form viable hybrids that are replacing
former spotted owl populations. How is this any different
than Europeans and Africans colonizing North America and
replacing Native American populations as they “expanded
their range™

In 2007 the LS Fish & Wildlife Service began a long-
term program of systematically killing barred owls in onder
1o maintain the genetic purity of local spotted owl popula-
tions. You can use dogs, or roses, or humans, as analogies
here 1o see how artificial breeding precedence is being
used. Is this a god-like attempt 1o control evolution, simply
another human effort 1o anificially produce desired breed-
ing characteristics, or some kind of ecological niche theory
testing opporunity”

Depending on the rationale used 1o justify these actions,
the next questions become: “Is this method logical or practi-
cal™ And, “How much does it cost?™
4. How Reliable Are Computerized Predictive Models?

Modeling isn't rocket schence, Bt 150l ¢ven & Science.
Computer sciences made rapid gains in quality in the
1970-80%, with one resull being modeling predictions ac-
cepted as reasonable substitutions: for actual field observa-
tions and analysis, cspecially by other modelers.

Wildlife models are almost exacily the same thing as
“Sims” computer games, but with a It more acronyms and
algorithms in their attempts o mimic actual life. And then
predict the future. Making predictions and comparing them
with actual outcomes is a hallmark of scientific methadolo-
gy, but when predictions are based on unstated assumpdions,
unproven theories, and “informed” speculation, all typi-
cal modeling characteristics, then the product can be little
different than any other computer game. Models arc a very
useful toal for summarnizing current knowledge and suggesi-
ing possible futures, but they have proven no more capable
of predicting future conditions and catastrophes than ancient
oracles of modern religious leaders and politicians. Or most
scientists,

In his book "Best Available Science (BAS): Fundamen-
tal Metrics for Evaluation of Scientific Claims™ {Moghissi
et al. 20000, Dr. Alan Moghissi categorizes compaterized
predictive models into five basic types. Those typically
used 1o model wildlife populations and habitat correlations
he terms “primary”™ and “secondany”™ models. Despite their
inherent weaknesses, he observes that society “has no other
choice™ but to use primary madels in making certain deci-
sions. Regarding secondary madels, however, he stales, "a
society that bases its decistons on these models must accept
the notion that it may waste its resources.”

Ofien, the only people said 1o be “gualified” io assess
models and modeling methods are “other modelers.” The
resubts have not been good, 1t is time wo shine some davlight
on this industry and have actual,environmental scientists
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and concerned members of the public take a betber look at
“the iwin behind the curbem.

S W hat D Crovernment Scicnfists say Aboul Chwl
Hecovery Plans?

Cerainby, il the US government was goang to spend bl
hons of our dallars. min the economaes of hundreds of our
commumndties, and kill millions of wild plants and anmals in
the process, they would have ot least used “peer reviewed ™ sc1-

and been transparent in their methods — wouldn't they?
I 20T @ memiber of PRTIAETl WRversib and agency
sciemtists that had help oreate the spotted owl “recovery
plans” were asked, in essence, by LISEFWS o review therr

Crce

onvn work, Mol AT isingly, l|||:!. decided it was predty :_'-h.=-.|
il and |_||.'x|1||.' 4,1|,'|;-'|n||15__' 'H.|1|l|.||_'|.| oW | numbérs - we
should be doing more of il

The “Seientihe Beview of the Draft Momhem Spotied
Ol Becovery Plan and Reviewer Comments™ was writ-
len I'-:. Sleven Louniney, ey Franklin. "u,rn,lf. i arey, Nlules
Hemsinom, and Paul Hessburg, several of who also ap-
ollen for
work done for, or used by, the USFWS, Despite the obwvi-
s paotenieal for nas with this arrangement, the work was
conducted openly and iransparenily and resulied m several
psctul observations and recommendations, mcluding

» Current models of owls and their habitats are largely

et |'|r|'||||||...'||l:i:. 1 BRI rew e I'-|I'-I|-.~|__'|.||1|'|:|.

heuriatic, Hence decisions on HTPOMENL 135485 such as re
SETVE SI7C, Spacing. etc.. must be made with relatively weak
prediclivie fools

* The approach of the Draft Recovery Plan for designai-

If you recognize this...

g habatal '_.'l-uih 15 |.‘|l.'-.'|.'l|_'. flawed. However the need to set
||-._'.1||:. appropriale and aslarmable habaia :.-.:.1i~. EmAIng a
valid goal

o The thereal fromm wildfiee is underestimated in the Dirall
Recovery Plan This threat s likely to increase given
Both current forest conditsons. and Tuture chmalc \h.'nl-,_'u;
Conclusions

1) Federal spotted ow] regulations have been imple-
menied duning the past 25 vears al an enormous Cost to
American axpavers; particularly those hiving in rural
timber-dependent arcas of the western LIS

2 Current plans are a proven failure. Targeted owl
POPLalE Gonlimue o decline l.|l.'h|'-lllc Aan unpy ccedented
|'-uI1I|1_' pveRiment o ther megnnlEfance

3y Barred owls and spoiied owls may be the same spe-
cies, in which there 18 no logical need o confinue manag-
ing fior the survival of either one. Ow, they may be dilferem
species and we are simply witnessing nafural selection in
J'I“I:_': Chk

4% 1 he scwenlile basis 1or Usese |'||.||'|-. should b conspd-
ered i full light of public and scieniific review before they
are continued much longer; the methods by whach agency
modelers and university theorists apparently dictate federal
['ﬂ"lll..ll."‘- should also be reconsidered

) Scientific retearch and review begims -.|q.|.||||_|: wilh
spotted owl and enitical habitat issocs should also mclude
scientists with an understanding of curment and histoncal
|:|-|.,'1. ol |'h;q-|1i|,' i the envirmonment, such as |:|.I'||:|-.L-||;'I-|.' i:-h

=

hasionans and cultural anthropologssis

you need
one of
these.

Don't just fix it again, get the
permanent solution!

www.prolenc.com

Call 877.563.8899 or 250.563.8899

PROLENC®

MAMNUFALCTURIMG INC.



Hlstorles

Western Oregon
Counties’ Forest Fire
1776-2019

The author is shown discussing historical forest maps at the Round Lake location of the 2003 B&B
Complex fire on September 15, 2004. Also pictured are (clockwise from foreground ) Kermit Cromack,
Jim Peterson, Benjamin Stout (profile), Bill Hagenstein, Zybach, Wayne Giesy, and Nana Lapham

Duiring the sl MEsE Years | have written & numiber of
artiches about wildiines and iheir history in Cregon for this
IR AFIG When | Began for updite that infisrmation for this
issie on Labor Day weekend, | started by reponing the 2020
fire season was erreble for Califomu, bul relatively muld
amnd unremarkable for Oregon and Washington, Then the cast

winds !\.':.:.III ||:r.'r|.':|-|||:-_' 1M INECTESITY Ol J -Illllr I]‘I.:- . N I Tl

rllllwl‘llll:.:_' iy First drafi

| [ n:L'l_-. |M‘|;:t.;|r|!'-;r B0, s TEes are saying el mone
thain ALK giores are on fore i Chegon, that 3 a million
people ane being borced 1o evacuale ther haomes, and there
have been an uncounted number of haman desthe, So G, mil
livns of wildlife have been Kilked, heavy noxious smaoke [l

the air, amd the wwns of Phoemnix, Dewrod. Blue River, Vida.
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ard Tabent have boen destroyed,

That quick., the 2030 Labor Day
fires have now become the most deadly,
dangerous, and destrictive in Oregon’s
history.

As a resull, | have changed the Noous
of this issue”s artiche and wall wirite abowt
Oregon’s J020 fire season for the mext
isswe, after it has ended. [ will provide a
listing and brief description of westem
Oregon’s previous magjor fires through
2019 instead. and armange them in chrono-
logical order, by county. This will provide
s contest for the cument events, both
historically and geopraphically.
Western Oregon Counties Bias

Thene are 18 wotal counties Iving
wiest of the cres of the Onegon Cascades,
with Hood Biver County on the nonh
siraddling boih cast and west slopes,
These bands include the locatns of
s of the largest and most imensive
Torest fires in waorkl histony, many in
excess of 100000 or more acres in size.

The principal reason that these lis-
ngs are limated 1o mapor western Cregon
wildfires is because of the vpes of fucls
inveldved, Many eastern Oregon fires ane
diban tens aind hiindreds of twousands of
acres in sz, but typically invalve grass-
lands and shrublands rather than foress,
as in western Cregon.

Cirasslmnd and shrubland fines have
Tar bess fuel and can bum misch faster
across the landscape than forest fires. In
rejuvenated by these fires and quickly
refum to pre-fire conditions. Even the
Forested areas of eastern Ovegon — in the
Ochoco, Blue, and Strawberry moun-
tains and the castern slopes of the Cas-
cackes — are typically far more open and
patchier than their western counterparts,
and far less likely to crown.

And it is crown fires that can rapidly
kil large swaths of trees for miles on
emdl. This is compancd 1o ground fires,
that can sctually improve the health of
surviving trees by reducing competition
fisr Dt aindd mesistune and by adding
post-fine: mutrients 1o the sodl.

The gencrally deep soils and heavy
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This map shows the specific counties in western Oregon in wihich
major forest fires have occurred during historical time, The three

subregions of primary concern are the western Cascades; the wesi-

ern slope of the Coast Range; and the Klamath-Siskivou Mountains

fsee table below).
Coumty || Vear | Wikdfive Name Acves | County I | Yewr | Wildfire Nawr | Acres
| Clackumas | 1201 [arkow Rosd | BS T | Jewephime | 1930 | Humbag-Ching | 10,000 |
|0 [ Dollaiake o m (T
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IN79 | Ihg Bam 123,000 _| 2006 | Ok Flas T80
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2018 | Klondike e T 1wl | Wimcem Crock | 38
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x| [iland Mouniain | | 10, 4w W | Charlion (L]
W7 | Dougles Complex | | Migon | | N6 | Temblebug | 14600 |
199 | Speng 14,3000 2K | Tern lliger
Y | Tiler Comples Lincsin 1549 | Vaquma | 450 00w
my | Appic 17 e Ix | aguina I L)
pmd | fand Meuosin (|| 4300 | Ligs 1536 | Compron Cieck._ 1 I0,0KD+
200 | Raithe 130 HRRT | Seven Mile 1ill | |0, g0
N | Bore [y 001 | BB Complen 90 50
5rr | Mainbon Creck 6000 | Niaries %A | Silvenon 1087, ()
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i) | Whnkey [E1] Iwe) | Scorpeen M| K
03 | Doughos Fiees 1| 48700 1981 Sandine Creck | 17,500
2013 | Secests Uveck 2 1951 | HeeHee 000
2008 | Sowth Umpge 5,700 meok | 1551 | Newwcca 150,000 |
it | Milepena #7 [EXTCD 19i8 | G w o |
M ko I3 | Jacksomiille Fines [T ’ﬂ‘;ML_.;ﬂF
e 1992 | st Brame 18, oo 19312 n__ 430
1% | Hull Mountam BN 1990 | Tillimook || $10 006
302 | Timbered Rock 27400 [T ko 1| 2w i
s | Midle Fork EINICD 1245 | Tillamook 11| |20
i | Mikes o, i) 199 | Tillamook [V | 827w

il dabdé s & chromologicat listing and approxiseste size of major for:
est fires that have occurred in western Oregon during historical time

(see corresponding map above).




seasomil raines of westen Oiregon are idieal for the growih of
Demiglas fir, Sitka spruce, true fir, redeedar, and other guant co-
nifers, providing massive amounts of potential fucks per acne,
and contiguous flammable crowns in which fires can rapidly
spread, and in which tree monality ofien approaches 1005
This is not the case for all westem Cregon counties,
though. Map | divides the region o fve subregions: | )
these adjacent 1o the Columbia River in the nosth: 2) the eaxst-
em Willamette Valley and wedtem Cascades: 3) the westem
Willamette Valley and eastern slope of the Coast Range: 4)
the wesiem slope of the Coast Range: and 5) the Klamth-

limees.

Arnchacodogical evidence and carly historical neconds
document the Columbia River his boen a major trode route
aned fishery for millennia, and necessanly hewvily occupsed
fior thove reasons abone, Isknds and Noodplxins becanse
campgrounds, villages, owns, wnd cilies, requinng enomos
amoamnts of building materials, boats. canoes., and fineswood
on a daily basis. The processes of constantly gathering fuels
and maintenance of open aneas for human occupation further
reduced the likelibood of wildfire of any size.

Western Cascades Counties

Siskiyou Mountains in southwest Oregon. Twio of these
subregions have handly any history of major forest fires. and
the remaiming three contwin reconds of some of the greaest
wildiires i world hastory,

Table 1 is a lsting of the 64 langest and most deadly
=0 Fforest fines in western Orepon hivory, amanged
chronodogically by county. Most of these fires are 10,000
acres of mone in size and'or included human Faalies. The
acrcage figures for several of these fires anc best estimakes,
placchalders for unknown sizes, or reasonably schected from
a number of varying sources.

[MOTE: County histonians, please check this data. You
know your county™s history better than | do = am | missing
any major wildiires? Do vou have better acreapge ligunes or
maps” All help appreciated!]

Columbia River Counties

The westem Oregon counties adjacent o the Columbia
River are Clatsop. Columbia, and Mulinomah, There 15 no
record of o large-scabe forest fine staming in any of these
counties. A lone exception maght be the S0000-acne 2007

Eaghe Creek Fire, tha staned in Hood River County and
moved westward into Mulinomah County, on the bonder be-
iwgen casiem and westem Onegon, Soc my article inthe Fall
2017 imsue of this magazine, 2017 Onegon Forest Fines: S4ll
Predictable and Preventable,” for a more detaibed description
af this fire.

Clatsop County has also had porteons of catastrophic
wildfires extend into its boundaries, but the nearby 6-Year
Jinx of 1933, 1936, 1939, 1945 and 1951 Tillamook Fires
mexsthy started and ook place m Tillamook County,

The principal reasons that large-scabe forest fires rarcly
occur on the western Oregon side of the Columbia River ane
the relatively small sines of the counties; the great amount of
humidity adjacent to the Pacific Ocean and tidal Codumbia
River: the topography: and the histony of relatively dense ha-
man popubations,

The Torested lands adpcent o the Columbia River ane
ivpecally steep and narmos, dradning the nomhermn slopes of M,
Hood. the Tualatin Mountains. and the Coast Range. These
constituted some of the carliest old-growth logging in Oregon.
and rare spot fires rarely extended beyond the nearby ridge-

Kalapuyan man and eastern Coast Range
foothills drawn in 1841 by Alfred Agate, a mem-
ber of the Wilkes Expedition, near present-day
Monroe, in Benton County. Regular landscape-
scale fires set by Kalapuyan families and hun-
dreds of generations of their ancestors on the
land resulted in open grasslands and oak savan-
nah - rather than forests - throughout most of
the Willamette Valley and eastern Coast Range.

The western Cascande Moumains have been the location
of a pumber of major forest fires from their carliest history,
heginning with fires documented by the builders of the Bar-
lowe Trail along the southem fank of M. Hood in 1845 and
| 8445,

The mythical “Silverton Fire™ around the time of the Civil
War was said 1o have been a million acres in size. but modermn
research has failed wo show evidence of even 100X acnes
having bumi near that location in the 1860s. and maybe as a
resull of rwo or three major fire eventg. rather than just onc.
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NASA satellite view of southwestern Oregon wildfires ignited by July 15, 2018 lightning storm.
This image was created on July 18 and captioned by Lynn Jenner the following day.

Instemd, until Labor Day weckend, Clackamas and
Monon counties have nod had mapor forest fines simce 1951 ;
Lo Caonamty sulfered the ||r|_-.'.|..L|..L-._| Had i3 € '.|||'||1I..L"-._ hres in
JUMES (s Fagune

Large. bul nod overwhelming., events. Now these four ooun

1 oo Lo 0 cinky has hod o hamadiul ol

ties are expencncing the Riverside, Santsam Canyon, and
Mekenzic Biver lires all a1 the same time. covering hundneds
of thousands of Beres, fens of thousands of evacumbons, and
sigmmfcont losses of both hioman and saldlsfe hves. The com
mmies of e Brver, Yada, mid DiEtnod have been |,||_"H.|'l\.'\l:| b
amel oithers, such as Ciades. Nl € iy il 1 NS, Farve been
s Nty camsieded

e amd Doneglos couniees are the only (s i Cnegon
that include both western Cascades and western Coast Kange
E_|||.Ia._.-.|'|.-=. Ui 199807 Ehe ety ol mapor foresd fines in
Hhiese two counies had tiken |'li.u_ e (i he Sonth amd looweer
| TIpaJ Ll FIvers o) e Uiosasd H.'I'.:_'-.,' Frroum 197 unbl] novw,
waldinres Trown [O0CEY i AN S3eres i seee ive becore
alrmesd annul @vents wathem theer U ascades boundanes

It is weaih asoling tha almsest @l of the fires lsted in Tabde
I froomn 1987 wntil 2019 have mken place on federn] proper
ties: designatied Wildemesses, LS Forest Service, Burcan of
Land Management lands. This is not a “climale change™ issue
as these cvenls are not tking ploce on privabe and stote lands

that conbinue 0 be actively managed haove the exact same
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wealther paltems
East Slope Coast Range Countics

Washington, Yamhall, Polk, end Benton countses inchude
the westem Willamette Valley and the eastem slopes of the
Coxest Range. Thene is no history of fosest fires in these coun
fics that approach cven a few thousand scres i sice. That is
almast citincly because forest s have lllli_\ PeC .'.|I|_'. I'\.':.'I.III
fior invode the PTIITCS anel ik savannaks that whne mmiimgnmis
foumad when they began amiving in the 1830s and 1840

Figure 2 15 a halapuyon man and the local easten Coast
Range foothills drwn near present-day Monnoe, in Beénton
l'.unll:. Mol Uhe bare lills, few conafers, and mdssing iwer
[ — wilsether removied by regular bamang or gathened for
other reasons. The primary reason that these counties lack a
history of forest fires s because they lack a history of fonesis,

Subsequent setthement by US immagramts used these
linds for grazing thousands of caftle. sheep, and horses befone
comvertimg them to lowis, Citees, fenoad Taermlands, and hous
ng |.Ir'|-c-|l|1| T EIES

Lane and Douglas counties also contain @ certain amouni
of Willametie Valley and LU'mpgua Valley grasslands and east
slope Cioast Range hillsides, but they are separated by the
Calapomia Mountains, which ane gencsally so jumbled topo
graphically that lurge-scabe fires mncly ocour thene, exther

West Slope Coast Range Counties



LUnlike the casten
i-ll.l"l,' o the Cogst
Range, with its history
of Indian burming,
grazing, agriculture,
andd large human
settlements, the west-
ern shope is the sile
of s o the largest
il et famons
calastroptuc-scabe for-
st fires in histony

In 1912 poted LIS
Cieographer and The-
osopliast., Fred Plum
mizr, authonzd “Bul-
letin 117 of the Forest
Servce,” m which
he mhentified the 15
“preates forest fines in
the Unied States since
the vear 1800.” Three
o thawse fipes = P& of
the ol - were in Til-
lamook, Lincoln, and
Lo gounbies, These
fires were followed by

KALMIOPSIS WIL
MAJOR WILINFT

| Rurned Once
I Burned Twice
3 Barned 3 Times

20 Mlibes

Bl 1957 Siver Fire
(ro-burned in 2002)

Kalmsopsis
%m

*  Initial 2017 Ignition

m 11T Chelca Bar Fire

beasis for even greater
Tunure fires, The 18459
Yaquina Fire and the
1853 Mestueca Fire both
expanded their range
andd severity during the
1868 Fire Year; and the
1868 Coos Fire became
Fkarger amd more distroc-
nive s the 1579 Big
Bum. The senies of Til-
bk 1<imes. weene ol
an aberration, they were
the nomm i see Map 25
From 1952 until
1987 e :ul]!,' ma s
fonest fire o occur in
westem Cregon was the
43 0000 acre Cibow Fire
in western Lane Counly,
Lightning is very
rare in the Coast Range,
and when it does ap-
por it is almost Elways
accompaniod by heavy

rains. A relatively minor
lighmang-caused wildfine

This map of the 1964 Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area
in southwest Oregon shows thal a number of large-
scale Torest lires are created by burning the dead,
dry trees, shrubs, and other fuels from ecarlier fires.

ihe 19331951 “6-Year
Tinx™ Tillamsook Fires,
which became the bes

was moded in 192K, b all
il the apor forest fires
it reond ane knowin or

documented and most . : bebeved 1o have been
publicized of all the The map doesn’t show the 2018 Klondike Fire . by people.
“Cirest Fires.” due to oundaries, which also occurred in the same area. Klamath-Siskiyou
the existence of film, Counties

photography, and intemational press at that time.
A Lingle-Enown fact reganding these wikdely necognized
fires is thit trees brmed during the original fines became the

Curry, Josephine, and Jack=on countics in southwest
Chregon contain the Klamath and Siskivou mountain rmnges,
which they share with northwest Califormia. Unlike the Coast

- ——E—

PROLENC

Call: 877.563.8899
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Range, the vist maponity of wildfires in this subregion ane
caused by lightning. Another difference is that masch of these
counties. are coverad with shrbs and grasses as Tuels, mther
than sodid stands of trees

Figune 3 shows the patterm of lightning sankes that ne-
stlted in o number of fires on July 15, 2008, Table | gives a
listimg of the largest of these fines.

A similariny for all westemn Oregon subregions is thist
arsomists also st fines, The desdly 2030 Almeda Fire. for
cxample. was storied in this way, and s responsible for the
destruction of the iws of Phoenin gnd Talent, in sddition oo
thee Jows oof” Buaimaan livies,

Map 2 ilhstrates the predictable “repeat fines™ that have
vl ved the Balmopsis Wildermess Area. This s the samse
patiemn of trees and shrubs Killed by a wildiire producing
greater and mone lammable fuels for e fires. This pattern
heas existod throughout westem Oregon for all histonical time.
Conclusions

The general informution provided by the timing, extent.
and location of these mapr wildfmes should be of mierest o
wislemn Chegon nesource managers and US taxpayers — and
1o their elected representatives. Here ane some basic conclu-
sacuns thist can be drown fnom these events:

1) Ench coumty has ibs own unigue history of lange-scale
wildfires, with significant differcnees between them: ¢.g.,

« Linde

m*zmmwmm
+100,000# Drawbar Pull « B5,000# Swing Torque
* Logger Boom w/ Live Heal (35° 5 overall reach)

DER..

208-762-5575 360-748-1182
S W Bosionl Moad 1360 M.W. Sabe Avenis
Harpien. Iokshn BIERS Gheais, Washengion BES32

Benton County has never expenenced o linge-scale fonest fine;
Tilksmook County bas hed numerous such fines from 1833
uratil 15651, and hinthe or nothing fo the present tme; while
Douglas County had few mugor fires until 1957, and have
seemingly had them on an almost annual basis ever since.

21 There were handly any major wildfires in wesiem
Oregon between 1952 and 1987 a 35-vear penod in which
these forests were the most sctively and intensively manoged
im their history.,

3} Admost all major wildfires during the subseguent 33
yeurs, from 1987 10 2019, have occuned on federal lands -
rather than private, county, or state - and wene mostly ignited
by lighining or araonisis.

Recommendations

The dead and dying trees of the 2020 Ornegon Labor Day
IFires should be sobd and harvesied as guickly o possable. Cur-
nent bog prices ane high, family-wage gobs are sorely needed,
this would create a much safer, mone sesthetically pleasing en
viromment for people and wildlife in coming years and decades.

Refoncsation planning on salvaged arcas should con-
sider histonical praifies, meadows, irails, campgrounds, and
riparian vegetation pattemns in their implementation., as well
as reducing risk of future catastrophie wildiines by uses of
preseribed buming and other methocls oo maintain these
EOV NI nEs

The Great Fires

Indian Burning
and Catastrophic Forest Fire Patterns of
the Oregon Coast Range, 1491-1951

By Dr. Bob Zybach

printing of Dr. Zybach's 2043 PRI disseriation. Includes:
texty B0 maps (47 color); 38 fgures (17 calor); 26 tables.

Maps Co. 364 pages. Hardeover $85.00; PDF $20.00.
ip:/inw s/apeal Fires himl
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D, drven by sirong casl
B EiS

Linless we chaae ||||'|1. (311
malesnal and stake [orests ane
mdanage these events will be
ws] one meore chapler in this age
of predictable, mcreasing, and

srealer resiormis
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g forest fires and lorest health
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Following the historic 1910 firestorms, the US Foresi
Service established a nationwide metwork of fire lookouts and
nack truils backed up by rapid response fire suppression. This

swslem became remarkably ellective over ime

From 1952 until 1987, for 35 vears, only one fonest fire in
n was greater than 10,000 acres: the 1906
43 (i k-acng CUxbow Fine in Lane Louniy

Huil smnce |98 7, the past id years, Linegon hais hasd e
than M) such fires, with several larger than 100000 acres

e 2020 Labor Day Fires alone covered more than one
minllson acres, destroved over 4. 000 homees, coused S0, 0]

bl ol weestern Lirey

ercy evacuations killed millions of wild ammals. mnd

thickly blanketed the stale with an ncrid, unsighily and un
heabihy smoke for nearly two weeks
What changed to cawse this dramatic increase in cala-

st Editorial:
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SEVETIY

i Ehe
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A predicted result has been ever larger westem Oregon
fiorest fires. More than W% of these lage and catastrophic scale
fires have laken place m federn] [ores) lands, which repeesent
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2020 “Distance Learning” and
Elliott State Forest Recreation

I is daflscudt
doing a fiell tnp
withemat actually go-
prig et thee fvelid; or
b0 by @ g project
o workshop without
sctually gathering as
& growp or work-
inig in o shop. The
NN cornavinis
pandemic caused
sorme immediate and
significant changes
b spring-term plans
for muny peopre: thal
bl been formalized
juest @ few days or
weeks carlier

1 have been
working with Tosha
Livingsione and her
spring-term South-
westerm Liregon
Community College
(SWOOC) F251
Forest Becreatwi
class For the past
fower yvears, The focus
has been on student
group projects relat-
ed 1o recreational op-
portuiities. on nearby
Elliot Stase Fonest:
thes 200 8 class pro-
duced the first deafi
recreation plan ever
writlen for the Ellion
and the 20019 class
peer-reviewed and
refined the drafl plan
(s Sumimer X019
[L5.01 Co

‘Ellioet State Forest's First Recreation Plan™)

By Bob Zybach, Ph.D

HISTORIC R & TRAILS OF THE ELLIOTT STATE FOREST _
= | - - ur-m-—num—_
B :
7
P
- ,‘.n.-"-""r 'h
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|.|I | =
/

Elliott State

p:rth Bend Ferest
e ol -
(':. o Elliott Histarical Roads Legend YT
- | ;i-dl!-lvlﬂ-l Indian & Fack Trails — oI "
- 1908- 1932 Pre-Ellioti County Roads ™~ ™=
‘L I —908- 1961 {l:"c'('.} i —————
5 s 133 19440 K
| Day Storm Howmds -

~ :

'Hap of the principal historic roads and trails of the Elliott State Forest. This
map was constructed from a 1996 Oregon Department of Forestry GIS Base
Map by Bob Zybach, Jerry Phillips, and David Gould in February 2020 for the
use of the SWOCC spring-term F251 Forest Recreation class, The intent was to
hand out copies at the first planned lab -- before it was canceled in March.

ficld trips - was put online as Cregon: Websites & Watersheds

Baoth classes panticipated in a senes of either five (200 9)
or six (20 18) four-hour ficld inps o the Ellioi. They wene
accompanied or met by local expents il each sop in onder to
witness, expenicnoe and document the topics they were leam-
ing aboiit. All finished student work -~ including documented

86

Project. Inc. (DRWW) educational websites by both clisses,
This process Wik fiowr thee |I|||'|!nu:url' rurillilll.I stuschert Emterne]
commiunication skills and for sharing their findings with oth-
ers = especially futune students — imtenested in leaming more
abowt the Elliof and about fonest recroasion: W orsw g
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Fig. 2. The 2019 SWOCC F251 Forest Recreation class on Lheir first field trip to the

oo prior-  Elliott, Location is at an undeveloped campsite along the West Fork Millicoma River

ties with Instructor Tasha Livingstone and field guides Jerry Phillips, David Gould and
March  the author (photo by Wade Gould, April 23, 2019).
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SWIOCT Planning Meeting
o pabdic pliann Mg Meeting wis heeld  SWOLT on

leciumes were |_||_'|_'|I.I|.,'.: BT FEEamianiny ] :l'.;,' SIS [ P Eln KL -

cesaful im previows years. The major difference was 1o swiich

Sarch 10k N1LAD po disouss upooming ekl inps amd work
! : - : ' ' Rrnolly : thee foacus of siudent progects (o recrcal ionad opporTunitees M

5§ I L1 [
- i e BT Lt R et o 2 ’
hops for spring-term F231 students. beginmning in Apnil a sy of Ellon rmoad and il histores and poteniad huunes
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amamended
by previ-
s F251
students.

A few
enpechod
planming
people
W stid-
ey el
uncxpect-
eilly absent
al the
March 10
miceteg
because
of rapidiy
CIMCTERRE
pandemis
CONCEMS
andd result
g afficial
derectivies
o that time
Then, before classes began in Aprl, we were infosmed that
stuclents couldn’t be in chose proximity o one another (at least
i & ekd tip van ); then, shortly after, they coubdn't assemibde in
Classrooms, either - at least for a few weekee ond then, all teem

N direct physscal contact, mch less group propects,
classromm lecthures, or field tnps allowed. But students could
wLilll takee the comurse online g rL"qllirL"d creglit

Chusck decisione werne made. Tosha mmplemented a com-
munity Ceoogle.doc file for studends o use for collaborating,
|.|-|..". .:Iq:m;; anmd -I.'Ll.ll.illj.! Ilb;ij T Bl COOER with [E Y W W76 [0
Evervone was theoretically leaming logether, bul ot ditfer-
ent times, in differeni locations, using different computer
n,l:'|||pr|h;:|!..'|ru.| with |.|||'I'|.'rl.:||! “:I"i :l.*-,'.:l,'rliull '..il.'l,".!‘\.
muny af ws i niml locations and po one with direct techmacal,
library, or personal acoess

But af beast we were all working on the same documents
wiith mosily the same Word formatting -- a big improvemsent
i atsell froam eV }l;.:ln‘

ORWW “Thstance Learning” Response

After receiving the news of the SWOCC campus shut-
down, MeKenzie Peters, NW Maps Co., and | began videotip-
ing “distance leamimg” kectures as de fcto OREWW workshops
fow the NN spring-term class, Duse 10 Circumstinees, W wene
Rimrsted 1 an Androsl phone and a tnpod sath me agaanst a
winll with a mag of the Ellntt. or close-ups of the computer
screen. These wene then posted 1o the ORWWmedia YouTube
chamnel for sthsdents 10 view m hiew of scual mechings

Unline worksheets with Iinks i the digitired videos, car-
lier SWORT studhent phobos and reports, oral hisionics, maps.

- with
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Fig. 3. McKenzie Peters, NW Maps Co., videotapes Jerry Phillips and David Gould dur-
ing interview at Jerry Phillips Reserve, Elliott State Forest, April 29, 2020 (photo by Bob
Zyvhach).

artiches, books, histoncal photos and other relevam research
muiterials were posted on the ORWW Elliott Forest Recreation
website and distributed weekly o ithe studenis. Feedback and
instruction wiere done by email and Google doc comments

Moekenric also videotaped David Gould, Jerry Phallips.
MNancy Stewan and me on five socially-distanced “virtual™
field trips of the Elliot. These replicated the courses taken by
the 200 8 and 20019 classes, were directly linked to previous
stuichemt work, and ORWW Ellion content, and also posted on
Yo Tube.

The Beld tmp videos wene also done with the Andnoid, a
tripoed, andd inexpensive editing software, No schools, librar-
ies, archives, compuicr repair shops, or even pubdic restrooms
WETE |.5|‘:l;ll '“h;n,' WSS T |'r|.u.'|p,.1,.u.|.1'|.':l|'|-|.‘L‘\] '-'..lmill_t!. gﬂ':l
queality equipment, tlechmical expertise, or even an available
studio or classroom o waork in

D s and J.;rr} ‘s Tamilses were l'q.'umﬂ;lH'_'. concermed
about their health and nsk of being in Close proximity o
people from the Willametie Valley while traveling by vehicle
during the feld trips. bul everything was somehow completed
on time and with surprisingly few problems. Evervone also
remained in generally good health and spirits.

As o nesult of the pandemic, the 2030 F251 sudents dig
neel clirectly participate in ficld rips. take their own photos,
ask direct questions, or 1ake pant in groap discussions, Instead,
they wene fionced 1o use photos and videos taken by Mckeneie,
myself, carlier students, and others working on these projects;
anil they also neaded o nely on the carlier observations, writ-
ings ond reports of others - including bocd experts - as well



Ellioti Roads &
Trails History

[ CHEN W
A SWOCC F25)
cducational propect
Wils le'~.|-!_':||;\! Iia
fiocus on ithe histori-
<l signrhcance of
Eliit Seate Foresd
rouiids aned troalks
iheir |'~|lh.'|||u|'- [
current and futune
|1||.I1I:|.; aeoess il
recreationd opporu-
milees

“Histoncal
significance” has im-
pasrtant managemeril
and wse implications
that are regubibed
by siale amd federd
lws. There ane twao
Basic cElimangmes ol
“histoncal” in this
ol 1) ihe record
o time during whach
people have lived in a cemain locaton; and 2) the writlen
evewitness acoounts of people for & cerntnin location.

People have Lived withen amd around the currenl anea
of Elliod Stase Fonesi since “time immemonal”™ — mane than
O weurs, id bz [Thes recond can b partly told waith ar-
|.'|1:|nl|q.'-!_'u';|! Fescarch pErsaslenl Vool pRMECITS, il |."..1|l:|.
histoncal documentation, A few precontact irmdsions also
persis theough family storses and oral historses

S o o people have: lived near or wathim present-day
Ellion there have been trails along the streams and ndge
lincs, wath hunting, hshung, campeng. and (irewood gathenng
,|l'.l.:|.:. W I'I-.'lrl]_' a g [ocus.

Al s podant peophe began cultivating hscklebemes,
miyrile nuts, iris and other food and fiber plants along these
roites. Butterflics, songhinds, deer, elk, mountam Beaver and
bear quickly followed and populated these creations. This
symbiotic relationship between people, fire, favoned plants,
and mative amemals hkely exsted for mulbennan befone the first
WRLER héd s, sind was well established aid documented
during early white immigratson

| hie dox T LATY I|=1.h'-|=_.- o the Ulregon Loast can [\
said b0 have penerlly staried with sightmgs and contact by
the James Cook expedition in | 778, or possibly with Francis
Drake in 1579, Land-based reconds for the Ellistt anca, inchud-
ing WHLIEN EVewilness acoounts, maps, and drawings, began
m 126 with Hisdson Bay Company beaver tmppang expeda
tions led by Alexamder Rodenck Molomd,

Ihese vasits culmunated with o retum tnp m kabe 525

Fig. 4. The author and McRenzie Peters presenting a videotaped “distance learn-
ing™ Zoom Lab for the 2021 SWOCC F251 Forest Recreation class, April 12, 2021.
Background photo is Cougar Pass Lookout, Elliott State Forest,

with Jedediah Smith in onder 1o recover valuahles — mostly
horses and beaverskims, but alsooa map and amiten poumal
anel bury the dead from the massacre that had 1aken place o

the mamith of Smith Kiver a few weels earler

Indian Burning
and Catastrophic Forest Fire Patterns of
the Oregon Coast Range 1491-1951
By Dr. Bob Zybach

Reprinting of Dr. Zybach’s 2003 PhD disserata
tion. Includes: 364 pages, full text; 60 maps (47
color): 38 figures (17 color), and 26 ables.

Available now on Amazon Books.
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The pext histoncal recond of note was a jowmal and cor-
respondence of a two-day visit io the mouth of the Uimpgua
in 1840 by Methodist misstonaries Gustavis Hines and Jason
Lee.

Then, i 1850 a ship sialed into the mouth of the Umipgua
and white immigrants from San Francisco claimed 6400 acres
o1 the: mouth of Mill Creek — where they soon comstnucted a
homie, the namesake sawmill, a shipbabding vand, and began
paying taxes. This history became the starting points for the
200 F251 student projects.

2020 Elliott Hoads Report

The historscal rosds. trails and canoe routes of the Ellion
State Forest and bordering Linds and waters have dinected its
hiaman history and native plant amd animal populaions for
thousands of vears, until mow, The detailed sontten sooount-
i of this landscape begins about B30, bt the actual history
of the Elliott begins with its createon in 1930, a litthe over 90
YEars ago.

The OCCs, Workd War 1. logging, the Columbus Dy
Atorm, hunting, fishing. political protesis, illicit crops., mad-
running. camping. reforestation, and the 1982 and 1996 foods
and landslides have shaped moch of the Elliot’s hastony smce
1930 - and all reflected i its moods and trails and their uses
and potential uses mday.,

The 2020 F25] “distance leamning™ workshops and
“wirtual” Ellioft ficld trips began as cight students, with three
dropping oul before completing therr assignments. This left
only hive studenis o consider past recommendations, leam
the topec, and produce a report - without ever meeting in
person, before Zoom, and under unprecedentcd leaming
cosditions,

The remunming Five students were cach given o separale
assignment 1o complete as lead author, and the chodce of two
mdditional assignments o assist with,

miakerials, Both versions, FOF and HTML - as with the 2018
and N9 studem projects - can be found on the ORWW
educanonal websile: wawaoraw.ong'Elliott_Forest Recre-
o 2020 _Roads Report_himl

These siudem reports. despate being written under unigue
circumstances and withowt the aid of first-hand observstions
or discussaons, provide an excellent foundation of maps, facts,
resounces., and recommendations o legm fom; whether by
futuere Elliont Saste Forest stuchent visitors., nesenrchers. recne-
alionisis, or forest managers.

Mow sl ?

As this was being wnitten, current 2021 F231 siudenis
were also being limited by onpoing pandemic restrictions
gl coailen't meeet in person, attend classes, or take feld tmps.
However, the intervening vear has allowed for more “disance
learning™ practice by everyone, the mpid development of
Loom communications, better video cquipment and software,
and the added uses of YouTube indexang and closed caption-
ing for the videotaped 2020 field trips.

The 2021 students were nequinsd o submit their reports,
hased on the videos, websites and reports of their F2X31 prede-
cessors, 1 an MP4 fonline video) format. In this manner the
2020 Elliott Boads Repon wis comb ned with the earlier drafi
recreation plans ko form the prncipal research basis for the
current reports = shiich will also be edited for online use for
Tutune students and ingenssted visitors o the Ellion.

These online products are still not ideal substitutes for
actual lield tnps, group projects, or personal discussions, b
make good improvements for future Elliott “distince leam-
ing"” educational products and their applied uses, The hope
is that these uses willl be complementary 1o actual meetings
i Beld trps i the future, mther than continue 10 be wsed as
substitutes.

as coauthors: 1) historicil Indian imils
anad pack trails from 18526 to 19000;

2} pre-Elliost County roacds aned carly
logging rosds from PHED o 19307

3} the Civilian Conservation Corps
PCCC) road and fine lookowt network

from 1930w 1962; 4) the Columbus diesel engine distributor for Dregon, Washington, ldabo,
Day salvage logging network from Montana, Alaska, and Hawaii since 1985,

1962 10 1970 and 5} roads built since
PO andd with a focus on the recre-
atronil and educatonal opportunitics
provided by a proposed replacement
and enhancement of the Cougar Pass
Lkt

A with the 200 8 and 3019 student
drafi plans, these papers werne com
tned mlo o sangle, citwble, and prmt-
able PDF repor, and a separite HTML
website with linked videos, maps,
phobos, reports and other referenced
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THE DINOSAURS OF THE ELLIOTT STATE
FOREST
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McKenzie Paters

For the past five years | have been working as an oral historian, field research assistant, and

documentary videographer with a focus on the Elliott State Forest.

In 2008 | was a 16-year-old member of the last graduating class from Blue Mountain School,
a rural charter school six miles upriver from the closest town, Cottage Grove, Oregon. About

that time, | first met Bob Zybach through my mother who was working with him on a project

about edarly Coos County history.

I started working part=time with Bob in 2012 after
my mom moved to Washington State. My first
project was as a "human scale” photography
model to show the relative diameter and height
of the dangerous street trees in Cottage Grove
tor an article he was writing for the local
newspaper. Since then, | have moved from
human scale to office and field research
assistant, and then videographer for the
CRWWmedia YouTube channel.

While working with Bob my principal job
assignments have included data entry on Excel
files, scanning historical documents for archival

storage, transcribing and auditing oral histories,

Bob Zyboch in photo takan by Nm Patersen in the

and oz a field research assistant documeanti
ﬂ'q'.‘a.l'l'p' IRR0E Bal Wars [ar H.'d.l'l:l'rrg 471 e Maiars ﬁg

itwrsis ol Oregon Sale Universiy: wildflowers and wildfires.

In 2017 the focus of our work changed to the Elliott State Forest, when Bob began a series of
oral history recordings with a number of local experts. My job was to transcribe, audit and
tormat these recordings so they could be indexed for storage at Oregon State University
Archives. In this manner | first heard many of the voices of the Elliott, as represented by such
individuals as Wayne Giesy, Roger Ott, Lionel Youst, David Gould and Jerry Phillips.

In early 2018, using the oral histories as a guide, we began scouting field trips on the Elliott
for Tasha Livingstone's Southwestarn Oregon Community College F25] Forest Recreation
class. In all, we developed six four-hour trips that were used by her 2018 and 2019 spring-
term classes.
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In March 2020 the coronavirus pandemic changed everything, and | began videataping the
field trips and clossroom lectures os "distance learning” exercises. All public focilties were
shut down and due to “sociol distancing” guidelines, we began recreating the field trips with
David or Bob driving and me videotaping them ond Jerry at designated stops for posting on
YouTube for the students.

THE BOX OF DINOSAURS

The Elliott oral history interviews took place in an Oregon Department of State Land (DSL)
vehicle operated by DSL employeas while Bob interviewed Jerry and David at the different
stops. While | was transcribing the December 2017 interview, | learned that this arrongament
was jokingly referred to as the DSL employeas being "trapped in a box with some dinosours.”
This made me laugh - especially when | found myself in a similar situation while
videotaping the field trips. They were dinosaurs all right, but non-threatening and mostly
hoppy ones.

While working on the Elliott the past few years | have had the pleasure of meeting and
listening to a number of the most knowledgeable and experienced foresters, historions and
forest scientists | have ever known. | have greatly enjoyed helping to preserve thair thoughts
and works and have gained incredible insights while listening to, and recording, their stories
of the Elliott.

One of my first assignments on the Elliott was digitizing Jerry's 435-page history of the
Forest that he spent seven years writing about after his retirement in 1989, This was the
basis of the oral histories that followed and were then developed into the field trips for
Tasha's classes. The oral history recordings totaled more than 25 hours and the resulting
transcriptions were more than 900 pages long. So | thought | knew him pretty well.

When | met Jerry in person for the first ime - and knowing he had bean a forestar on the
Elliott for 38 years and as its long-time successful manager, | expected a hardened, gruff
individual, tough as nails and tall = like Sam Elliott, but maybe a bit sterner and more
reserved. Instead, | was greeted by one of the kindest and most thoughtful people | have
a@ver met Also, he was clean shoven and a lot shorter than the movie star.

There are always a lot of smiles and laughs when Jerry tells his stories of working on the
Elliott, the process of buying and selling the timber there, the stories of the people he met
and worked with, and the history of logging ond logging roads. Learning with himis always
fun, Jerry's attachment to the Elliott is widely recognized and why the Forests' remaining
stand of old-growth is named in his honor: the Jerry Phillips Reserve.
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While Jerry is the recognized expert on the history
and managerment of the Elliott, David Gould is its
heart and soul. His greot-grandparents first
homasteaded the land in the 1880s and his
beloved grandfather wos raised there. Meeting
David and baing able to hear him tell this story of
his family and to hear the admiration and
respect he has for the Elliott was an incredible F,, v vttt Dcscl
and rewarding expernance on rmany lavels for me. Gould and Jerry Philips

The way he specks of the forest and his family

home and history = | got to parsonally hear this deep love and amotional attachment and

soon daveloped My own.

For many years David has single-handedly - and out of his own pocket - worked filling the
potholes, washboards, and water ruts of tha Elliott's many rock roads. This tireless effort and
his many personal stories have given me a new appreciation for the forest, its rocds and
even history itself. His only reward is knowing that he is keeping the forest safe, open and in

geod condition for others; people like myself, the local college students and their families -
and especially for the children — to enjoy.




LESSONS LEARNED

When | graduated from Blue Mountain Schoel and began looking for employrent, my views
on forest management and logging practices and their impacts on native wildlife were
similar to those of my clossmates and neighbors: clearcutting was ugly to look at and bad
for the wild animals.

After beginning work for Bob my understanding began te change. From him | learned how
to conduct and crganize research on fires; how to recognize and document wildflowers and
landscapes, and the differant edible and native plants of the Willamatte Valley.

in traveling and discussing the trees and woods with him, Jerry, David and others | have also
learned the importance of active forest management, tree age and growth cycles, the need
for logging, rood maintenance, recreation, fish habitat and the significance of Native
American trails and forest history.

This has all led me to believe that it is important to share these stories and insights with
others before they are lost to time. We have expanded the oudiences for this information by
putting it on educational websites such as Oregon Websites & Watersheds Project, Inc.

{ ORWW.org ), posting on Facebook, YouTube videos, radio interviews, and traditionol
magazine and newspaper articles and editarials.

in these manners, and including student field trips, classroom lectures, and archival
storage, thousands of people are receiving this information by a wide variaty of methods
and media. | have also noticed that we are helping to educate people outside the realm of
forestry on topics such as wildfires and logging and their importance with preserving the
beouty and sustaining the future of our forests.

WHAT'S NEXT

Ever since | was a little girl, | have always wanted to be a Park Ranger. The great thing about
my experiences of the past several years, is that | never stop learning about things that | am
most interestad in. Whether | continue forward as an oral historian, a documentary
photographer or by producing educational videotapes, my intent is to continue working in
the forest and environments that | love. If | can combine these skills and somehow become
a Park Ranger someaday as wall, then that would be the dream.
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“God, Family, and The Elliott”
Jerry Phillips, 1927-2022

B BuhZ ba::h Ph.D
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Photo by Sam Schwartz, December 15,

Jerry Phillips passed away in March of this year, while
vacationing with his family in California. He was ™ years old
and lived a long, productive, and mastly very happy e, Jerry
W W -.._I-.'I:; Emnowen for maost of those WUArs A% O I|:;||!I:.. SLECCSS-
ful forester and 0s @ iruly -~ gond man.

For as long as there will ever be an mterest in Lnegon's
first Saate Forest, the Ellion, there will be an appreciation of
Jerry Phillips. He was the Forest's most sccomplished man-
ager in s history: a fact clearly recognioed by hns professional
conemporanies and well documented, as Jerry was also the
Ellsr's mwost accomplished historian

Jerry's lived, writien. and recorded history regarding the
Ellsmit has been the basis of several spnificant rescarch amd
educational propects throughowt his retirement years, beginning
in 1O, This work has been langely archaved al Ciegon Ssic
Limiverssty (LELT), 15 imostly ab ailable online (CRWW ), and
will |:|l'“_',':|: continue to be used by students and researchers for
many vears o follow

In 1984 Jermry was selectod Oregon Siote Fonester of the
Yoar, in recopnateon of hs greatly successTul manngemen af
the Ellioat: i 2000 he was electad a Fellow of the Society of
Aemerican Foresters (SAF ), o nstsomad honor based ]:urll} ot s
comprehensive 1597 piblished Ristory aof the Elliot; in 2009
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the Cregon State legislmure designated an histonc stand ol
Elliotn old-growth as “The J-rrl:.. Phillips Beserve”; and in M2
he received a "Lifetime Achievement Award® Trom Onegon
SAF

It was these recognitiodns that were imporiant (o Jerry,
particularly when they were given by his peers, and especially
by his fellow O5L forestry grods and SAF members. Bul Jerry
wiis i1 humble and enassuming person. nol boastful in any way,
and fonestry was ot the most important thing in his life, When
his daughter Sally called o well me he had died, she remarked
thal her father “had tmly livwiesd Cioud . his l..ll1l-l1:i. il Ehee o,
in that order.”

Ay body who ever got to know Jermy F'Inl.lirln._ umderstands
hiow @aceurade this stalement 15
L

j.:rr:.. s ome of the s or three most Chiestann |:l-.1||1||.']
have ever kisown. | knew him fior 35 vears and David Gould,
his lifelong friend, knew him for pearly 700 Inoall that time
neither of us had ever heard him swear, beoome angry. sa)
soamiething mean sbout anyone, or foil to be calm, Kind, and
I||:I|1|ul whenever he coubd. Mot a I_'.|H.':|'I Tonester

Meither of us had ever heard Jerry say a praver or preach,
cither. IF vou asked, he would say he was a Christian, and



maybe the name of his church, but that was sbout i, My
irpression was Jemry wouldnd shy avway [rom a discussion
of religion, but wouldn' |'r|.-.x--.|r'lr'| inmikiate one, @ |I:I||.'r Cher
time, Diavid has often sand Jerry became his "hero® and his
'rode model.” Actions speak looder than wornds

I only bearmed the great importance religeon played in
Jerry's lifie in the past few weeks, following his death and after
reading his unpublished 2009 mnobiography and self-pub-
Irshesd 200003 family history. | also keamed he swis am amateur
ham radio OpCralir, ,'||.'u1|1|4:-|h'||.q.u! char =-i||'::~|.'!'. 5 MLESICIan,
a sharpshooter, and o typist. | knew his academic amd profcs-
stonal hisdories fairly well, knew he drove local veterans o ihe
hospital in Boschung and back ¢very w eck for many years, imbao
fiis ks, ad think 1 heard he taonght Sunday Schaood an nmes
put everything else wis a revelation, amd in some detail.

Terry deseribses his father: "1 was so blessed 10 have had
him as my father. He was a good e
model, had clean *-;'u'n'h. ;.:1'!1'4 in-
mers, and | never knew him o smoke
or drink. He did not talk sbout it, bu
I believe he was a Christlan, whi,
with my mother. regularly sttenced
the Multnomah Presbyvterian Church,
a linke west of Portlamd.”

T Mulmamah church and
COngregaiinn were s mmportand io
J...'rr_l. % 1,||1|.|]:.. thit even aller Inll'l-'ill::_'
o " Powellhurst.” east of Portlamd
unil a one-hour dive cach way for
his father, they continued miending
H.|||n,|:_|:. services thene for sevien or
cight mone years, That, i additson
i m six-day work week and chones,
such as milking the goats, gathenng
CLEs, ungl weedhng the L..1r|JL11 As the
too odder Phillips h-ul'n bBegan classes
at Franklin High 5S¢ ool i 1942, the
family moved 1o the much-closer M
Tabor Presbyierian Church

Jerry endisted i the Mannes
as he turned 18 and the War was just ending. That imited his
service time i only 15 months. "the longest time | gver lived
swithout atiending church,” When he retumed home his parents
enlistend him in college at OSC (Oregon State Caollege, before

becoming o university ) aml he became o regu lar member of the

Corvallis Presbyterian Church. He sang in the church choir,
same as always, but was also o member of the 38-voice Cor-
valls Men's Choir, which performeed such four-pan lamsomies
&% "The Lost Chond.” "Chain' Home,” and "All Through The
Maght.”

Jerry miet his futung wale ol B years, LaRose Bowman,
o 4 blind duge, LaRose was also an OSC student but attended
Corvallis Methodist Church. When they married, Flbow-
ing Jerry's grocustion i June 19500, it was in the Methodist
Charch, bt due vo circumstances, was officined by the Pres-
byierian minasber!

Following Labose's grajuation amd o vanety o shon-
tenm forestry jobs, Jorry acceptod work with the Oregon
Department of Forestry (DDF) in 1952, in Coos Bay, The
voung couple, with baby Sally, moved to their new home: thal
vear and stayed the rest of their lives. For the next 36 years the
Phillips family - including four sons that followed ‘ulh Wi
members of First Methodist Church, where Jerry sang in the
choir and taught Sunday School for 23 years

In 1988, afier mising all five children in the Method
ist Church, Jerry and LaRose mwoved o Haonser Conmumnity
Church pnd stayed there the next 30 years. Within o few years
the Hausaer Congregalin had i L |6 ) members and
became the largest church in Coos County,

Mear the end of his 2003 self-published family history
and gencalogy, on pages 176- 179, Jerry directly addnessed
his “ten Grandchildnen (and generations o follow).” These
RLEEs ar o detanled SUMTNATY of his Wlll:im;h bazlpet=, pided
“The Authars Chwn Personal Faith Statement.” It is basically
a clearly and sincenzly writlen nine-point outhne of timeless
Christian lessons, and most likely a distillation of Jemy's many
yiears teaching Sunday School and leading Hible siuches. For
his descendants.,

Family
Jerry was definiely a family man. He and LaRose raised

A lavorite photo of .]l.rnr at work in the Elliott. Unknown
date and photographer

their five children in the Coos Bay home they buile in 195%,
ansid both lived in until the end. LaRose, the love of Jemy's
life, died in 2000, His two yournger brothers, each with four
children of their own and numenous. grsmdeinldren, survivied
hirm; as have four of his own children, his 2000 "Ten Grand-
children®, aml mpow, 10 great-grondchibdren

Jerry's father, Jim, died relaively young and uncxpect-
'|.||'. il age 50, His mother, h-.‘nn.ll Tirved 1o b 92, Fromn 1he
time the Phallips famaly maved to their ome in Powellhurst
in 1934 umtil she remarried and moved again in 1973, Georgia
lived in the family home. Her three sons gradusted from high
school there, and they, their wives, and wltmately her thineen
grandchildren, always celebraied Than L"ﬂlk ing and Chnsimas
at "Grandma's.” In later years the milk goats and chickens had
disappeared, but there was always a lurge. beautiful ganden and
bots of Flawogrs

Education and music were very important in the Phillips
household, Jim had an OAC (Oregon Agrncaliural College)
diegree in Animal Hushandry and CGeongia had been one o thee
very first femabe graduates of Stanford, in 1922, with a degree
in history. All three sons graduated college as well, as did all
five of Ferry’s children, According o Sally. they were never
asked "if” they were going 1o college, but “where™ 1t didn't
matter whil courses they took, but afier graduation the ques-
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tion became whether they wene
fnding emplvomént, ar .

Jerry and his brothers leamed
hand instmements i high schood,
and Jerry sang bass inchurch
chours for ARy Vears Aller
the kikis were bom thene were
wieekend and annual Gamping
wvacations aroung the Sime, and
evien irips o the Crand Canyon,
"|1|.;|'H.|'I.|I1F|l'\lll 1, followeng thee
Cwegon Trail, and other distant
locations. Whale haulimg therr
tent tradler behind the family car,
"Mlom and Dad™ wvoubd pass the
travel tinse by singing songs, such
s "She'll Be [_'-:'-|||||1F Rl The
Mountain,” ® Amernica The Beauti-
ful.” amd other fovontes, Some
timies the kids would sing along;
wlll five p'iil}u.'n.l B s s
in high school, of course

Alfer spendeng the st
sevedl years of his retirement
researching amd writing his his
bory of the Elliott Sipie Fonest,
i -I-I-I--|1:|;_.:|.' LI Ay |:|:|i|.'- |
self-publizhcd i two editions and
M) copaes, bermy tirried lds atien-
tinn tes his owen Family history. He

The Phillips family in theic pea oo Bay Kiagaood
Ywrnug home, { hrntmias [959, Je e, Hart om Lig, Selly.
halia Kirk, | aBase, and Yark (1§ s Lee (HK) iR Trsnl

Jerry graduated from high schood,
turmesd TR, anad jormed the Marines =
WWII was ending. Just os his ham
radior skl had asded fas work with
N wildfine fighting crews, his high
schiond tvping classes allowed him
b0 complete his service as an office
wonker in Hawaii. His skill with a rifle
micam an cxira S5/month pay and all
acldndd boy chee Cil1. Bl Giod's grace

When Jerry refumed home, his
parents had already enmolled him @
XS o timie of M, o= hee had wanbed
and expected. He |1=:|_:|s~w.,] in Por
est Management and spent sumimaers
wirking as a fire lookout, His per
munent | 952 O0F job in Coos Bay
stamed as a "Complimnee Inspector”
for "Coos District” logging and saw-
milling operations, which included the
Elhog State Forest:

“I'd been vaguely awane of the
Forest s existence since attending
Crwegon Stae College, where il Wwas
diescribed m college literature &= an
undeveloped State-owned forest of
young tmber lyving between Coos and
Umpgua Rivers, dedicated o educa
Tsanal purposes.

AL that 'time the Elliogt was only

then spent the Rext sCVEen vears
rescarching, writing, and self-publishing Our Phillips Family.
Ax miight be expecied. lermy's gencabopical reseanch was
exhaustive, and to his and LaRose’s pleasune, involved a lot
of domestic and overseas travel. Although Jerry, "like most of
the Philips family did not 'mhent the math gene”,” be was olble
tor trmce the Phiillips name and family in North Amenca back
v 1676 and the armival of mademuned Webdh servanis, Uporge
and Mary Phillips. Inchsding his own grandchibdnen ond best
meath skills, Jerry determuned the following 10 gencrations had
idaled TT 644 descendants by 200031

In contrast, Jerry's mother's family, the Thamgsons, had
both emigrated o Norh Amenca from Denmark inthe 1Rk,
mct andl marmed in Oregon, and owned a wheat Fumm i Mo,
which remains in the Thompson family more than a hundred
vears luter, and where Jerry worked two summers a5 a4 young
reenager during the War,

The Elliot

e anl _l.,'rr:r s earlesl memones was when b wis sevien
yiears ol amd his father drove the Famaly (oo nodgeop m west
Portland o view "a tervibie, throbbing red glow in the sky
miany miles away”. the catastrophic 1933 Tillamook Fire.

When e was 16, and beciuse older young men m the LIS
were fwtly ivvodved in the War, Jerry was able o get a job
with the US Forest Service on a | 5-man fire crew near Cave
Junction. in ihe Siskiyou National Forea, "By the el of the
summer” he was “hooked® and had “subconsciously chosen
my life carcer, as a professwonal fonsder.”

The followaing vear, 1944, Jemry was given the task of
manming the Cheteo Peak Lookout Tower, locased in 1oday's
H;l!mnlrm'-. Wilderness and then -:'-II|'_'. secessible |'I:t o 1 T=be
pack trail. Becouse it wos stol] wintsmse, e was alao (raimed o
identafy the silboucties of Japanese wanplanes and to keep a
comnstam vigil for them, o well as for fonest fines.
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mecessabie by 1930 OOC roads, fool
trails, and pac k trails, many of which
had been established amd mamtained By David's family, the
Giowbds and MoClays, beginning in the early 15880s,

Indian Burning
and Catastrophic Forest Fire Patterns of
the Oregon Coast Range 1491-1951
By Dr. Bob Zybach
Reprinting of Dr. Zybach’s 2003 PhD disserata-
tion, Includes: 364 pages, full wext; 60 maps (47
color); 38 figures (17 color), and 26 1ables.

Available now on Amazon Books.




Cilse Ciouldd, David's fber, was o hard-nosed dth-gener- The primary purpose of the project was o identify commencial

ation Coos County ressdent that supported his family by con- and developing stands of timber that could be sold to fund road
(Rpils] |II;|_"FIII._F. Rk |||1l|ing1 n|:|.|.||!r|.||||J.|n;_.:, ani UETTY rock sales eonstmuction needed 1o sell |l.lgﬁ o compensaie the Common

ini the 1930s, Glae considered it his privilege. as a mspayer, School Fumd on a sustainable basis, As requinsd by law and

i call Jerry, the ODF field forester, at any time of the day or tught at O5C,

might t0 resolve o problem. Jemy always mnswened
and dud hes best to help.

When Deavid was 10 yeiars old he was work-
iuj__' wilth his Dad on a seall “wind -theow™ 'ﬁi].l".ilj.:l.'
legging job on Elliott property about a mike from
he !;i|:||||!:. ol Davad's pob as “chaser”™ wa
working the landing, where he unhooked chok-
£rs, 5ol bongs on the ILrg truck, amd bucked off rool
winds, using a Homelite chain saw with a 32-inch
i,

That's when Jemry showed up with an order
Far the crew fo sbiap Inn,' ing e ey dhdih
have the proper numbser of fine extinguishers
aviulable, Gilae's Tespses Wik I |'|'I.'¥III I|1|||I|3.
wvelling and swearing at lerry and telling him
where o et of T, Then they both got in Glas's war
surplus Jeep anel drove “straight downhall on o ¢
road, with Jerry hanging on for dear life® 1o ihe
sawimill. god the reguired number of extinguishers
and reurmed o work . Problem solved.

The Ellitt Stabe Forest was estublshed in
19300, mmaking 51 Olvegon's firs) stabe forest. [t was

erry's Wil birthday party, wilh children and gramdkics, May 4, 3017, Phote
o pramddsaghier, Shests Hernander

formed by trading: the portion of the 19408 Siuskiw Nationol The first major logging sabe on the Elliot was a stand of
Forest Iying south af the Ulmpgua River, abouwt 000 acres, micstly 20-yenr-old Douglas fir on Moenh Marbow Ridge, Log
for Commion Schood Fund propertics scattered around the State  hauling stared on April 22, 1959, and a photo of the event is
af simwilar value. The seattercd propemics had been awarnded festured on the front cover of Jemy's Ellson history
b thee State in 1859 specifically for the purpose of funding Then, on October 12, 1962, evervthing Lll.:lil.‘t'-d The
Oregon schools, and the Elliot inherited that respoasibility Columbus Day Storm amived without waming and blew down
with its creation. 1O mallion board feet (mmbf) of T0-year-old second -growih

i 1M the Bl was mostly covensd with young tirber on the Elliott in o matier of hours, Winds greater than
Douglas fir pmd red
alder trevs that had Elliott State Forest Timber Harvests, 1950-2022
sevded in. following oe — -
the catastrophic 1879 B Uiy Py, i Fuiiala: P TVOR al e o e s Sy e
"Big Bum® wildfine |
andd several subseguen |
decades of livestock i
grazing. firewood |
guthering, laggring. and |

|

clearing fires by the
Crodids, MoClays, and
others wivo haed senled
in ihe aren

In 1955 the
Oiregon legislabune
determinad the time
had comie to begim
actively managing the
Ellsoti. and ODF was
Eive I1I..1I:Iilgl.'llﬂ.1ll
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logging inspector o
e e sgall mmsemiber
ardd wars samomn tasked
with taking o detniled
|||:.|.n:lt-n ,‘,|th,: Fores:. Chart of Elliott State Forest Timber Harvesting History, 1950-2021.
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L Jerry Phillips” Majp of Elliott State Forest Wildfire History, 1770- 1988,

1500 muides-per-hour wene reconded.

hostess, They raisad their five children in this hill-

| top house they designed and built wogether, 30 years

carlier,
I was & midklle-aged forestry student froa Q5L

. | conducting Oregon Coast Range wildfire history

research under Professor Dick Hermann; Jerry was
the widely acknowledged expert on the topic fior Coos
County; and we both had a strong interest and com-
mn history in Doaglas fir forest management and
refiresta s, .'v!l::nmr;..' sayE we had pru'.:i:mnl!.' u|1|:|.
talked by phone of cormesponded on these topics.

The focus of discussion wis Jermy's hand-snno-
tated fire history map of the Elliott that he created for
mue enrlier that day. The magp and subsequent discus-
sions became an important part of my PhD rescarch
and., also for the next three decades, of the center of
our ongoing discussions of spotted owl politics and
Elliotl Fosest planning.

Jeerry retired the following year, o age 62, Clark
Seckey, Klamath Falls Disirict Forester, who stanied
his earcer as o "Forester Trainee” on the Elliot.
rL'|I1;h.'v|.'rJ him:

*But four pairs of spotted owls had been ob
servid inoour Mill Creek camvon when | walked out
thee front door of our Coos Bay offiee on my last day
of work, May 31, 1989, o things were looking a
Hittle bit ominoos (even thoogh "experts™ said owls
recpuined obd-growih).”

*Bow what7™ For the next seven years Jemy fo-
cused on researching and writing the history of the El
Fiott Samte Forest, which book be considensd "almost
another of my childnen.®

I 2000 Jerry was nationally recognized as a
"Fellow™ of SAF, which organization dates o 1905

. | and has hod tens of thoussnds of members, The

'I:}L-pui Siae Fo-l!i.ﬂ![:p 15 the l:ll'pl.":-l in SAF, with 15
chapiers and 800 members, In most vears, the Oregon
Chapter might select one or (wo members desery-

img this honos, awarded for “long-standing service to
I:'L'rrl:qr:, al the siate, local and national levels” o this

The next several years wene spent
o roadbaibding and "clean-up® salvage

CAUVLHED BROOTS

: d
sabes from the damage, causing 200 S
mikes of sdditional rowd constrection T aa—
o reach 250 areas of “blow-down® and e e ey

rrwne than 300 mmbf in timber sabes by
19, Jerry was "Sales Coordinator” for
this monurmental sk,

Im 1970, Jerry wos made Fones)
Manager of the Ellwoi and in 1984 he

wirs sebected “Oregon Forester of the
Year® im recognition of his excellem
wpwk fis @ forester and as Manager al
the Ellbott under unprecedented circum-
stances, and for the Forest's subsequent,
andl significant, economic contributions
b0 the Common School Fund and 1o -
cal commumnities.
“Retirement™ -
The first time 1 recall meeting Jermy).
im person was March 3, [9EE, at his
home on Kingwood Avenue in Coos
Bay. His wife LaRose was o grocsous

v JimEy Peis i o

Herry's 1997 history af the Elliaii State Foresd. Original 414-pacge ORWW scanmed copy
mlh.::t: hl:lp: o w L arvew arg E Do J'qll’r\!-l“\hlrj Phillips'Phillips  19%8-200 pud [
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was & significant recop-
mition of Jerry's career
and his high standing
among peers. Much of
this recognition, Jemy
belicved, was due 8o his
writlen history of the
Ellion.

The subsequent
discovery of spotied
owls all throwgh the
Eiott, i second-growih
sipnds as young as 60
wears, and it's listing
as “thresiened” by the
bederl government
in 1900, had changed
evervihing, again. Then
marbded murmelet and
coho populabions also
became Hsted and HCPs
{ "Habatat Conservation
Plans™ ) became legally
requinsd, greatly reduc-
ing the Elliotr’s log sales
amnd rogd mainbenmnce.

A new plan, with
HCPs. was dieveloped
in 200 | aned challenged
b coiirt i 2012 by a
collaboration of Ponland
and Eugene envinon-
szl oeganizations. All
timiber sabes on the El-
liotr, and on other Staie
Foresis, was halted,
Rather than challenging

this ruling. the State Land Board, led by the Governor, decided
1o sell the Elliow. When ihis sale was defermined io be illegal.

ihe Govermor publicly and privately requested ikheas Far a new

mianagerment plan for the Elliote.

In late 2007, Jerry, David, Wiyne Giesy, and | ook a drive
through the Ellion and discussed possible strategies. for retuming
the Forest io active management for local jobs and for mect-
ing Common School Fund obligations. We had been

While workemy on the Fllof the panl few vears | Rave Busl the pleasare of meeming ssd lhaming
53 reemibey el 1hy mﬂlmhﬂ-ﬂn{ﬂmtﬂﬂirﬂﬂghﬁimﬂmmml
| barve ever ksomm. [ havor grealy enjeved helpmp o presere ihes Smghin ind works sid bave
aned] icredible gl while bsieming w, and reconding. thoe woniey of 1 Filion

kg of ity Faidl inapdiiients on he Elaoll aad digitieing Jems s 4 VE-page hiviory af ik Forcu
that he ipenl wven years wiiting alies his setiremenn in 1999 This wa the o of dhe ol
Barivayrs. thae ol brwed smed Wi e vt b Mhehd waps sl Taad's ©lasses T el
Besiay recordmgs ixtaled meorg than 15 Boers snd the iciuBisg MasinpRan woit Mo han
S0 pages kong. S0 [ thaught | knew him premy woll

Wham | e Jerey m peeren Fon i first e - s koo o bor Puaad o ) Fioot sty o th | 1hoett
four B yarn rsd s S0 beomg-tine suctesalul mansges, | evpernad o hasdesed, gral individul
ok i mails mred all - Bke Sam Fllson, bot maybs o bet strrmet s ssore resifoid Instesd, |
e greeion ey onwe off e bindhess aidl most g halel poople | by g met Al b was

¢ hepn s eon s & ol diswner thas e oo e s

Ihete me aluwwys a kol of wriles and beaghs whes Jeity Iclbs b doncs of wodksg on the | R
the process of buying and selling S timber thare, the @doari ol the Poople e il bld Wil
with, dma] the leribony of homeing il loepng moads. Lesmisg wrih him is aheays Sen Jeery's
atischiment o e Ellaoil m walely 1 will why U Poresss’ remaimsng siand of old-
provat v mamod m bk honor the Jorry Plullipn Résere

o4 Eupprpl frem “Dinowsry af tee Elliotn Simie Farest.”™ by MicKenele Petery,

MWapashwer hnips waw srww, mg Filisil _Foord Heloronors Bistars 'Polors T2 I0T2E @il

plams already in place for
2023,

David provided funding
1o help create a permanent
OREWW educational website
10 share the sedemts’ work
with the inferested public and
fior the use of future SWOCC
and O5L! foresry students.
The 20240 pandemic resulied
in these fiehd wrips with Jerry
and David being videotaped
fior “distamce leaming” neads,
which were then added o
the DREWW medan YouTube
Channel for the same pumsose
— giusdent and public educa-
thon regarding forestry, and in
panicular. the Elliott.

I the: 197105 Jarmy was
insipumenial in securing,
throsagh trade, 50 acres of
Weserhacuser odd-growth
s @ permanenl reserve, For
this reason, and others. his
contemporanies aflfectionally
con=sdered him oo be “one of
the first environmentalisgs.”
Local humorists called this ex-
change "Jerry Phallips Privaee
Reserve,” a play on wonds of
a popular beer commercial at
that time, In 2009, the Oregon
legistature meade it official,
and "Jerry Phillips Reserve®
became @ reality and an Ellion
destination.

Earlier this vear Jerry got pneunsomia and his daughter Sally
and grunddaughter Shasta helped nurse him back 1o bealth. He
bt some weight, ok a few drives threugh the Elliobt wath
David, was looking forwand to his trip 10 California, and then
died, on vacathon, ai peace and with famaly. His work confinues,
A wonderful Tife and o great legacy.

This article is counesy of Evergreen Magarine.

&

spending a lot of time together on the Elliot, recording| 1x eomel=ioR

oral histories based on Jermy's book, and determined
that “public education” was needed for people 1o befter)
undersiand the issues invelved. Oral history recond-
ings nnd transeriptions were later deposited in OS1
Archives us the basis for their new "Elliodt Stane Fores|

Calbection.”

David has fonded a " Jerry Phillips Endowment™
for Morih Bend High School forestry siudents, The
20 T recipient was attending Southwestern Cregon
Community College (SWOOC) when we comtacied
Tasha Livingstons, SWOCT forestry instrocior, to
gauge polential student imerest in studying the ENiott
Tasha quickly agreed to spring-term field irps o the
Forest and the related development of a draft recre-
ation plan - another first for the Elliogt, These educa-
tional field rips, five o six a year and based on Jerry's
book amd oral hisiones, wene bed by Jerry, David, and
mic and have tnken place annually ever since — with

& Few "spead Dunpe,® LB svefyons hEs.

1 hawe no ldes &E Lo Bow ta and an eutobdoprephy
1911 Juskt may that [ bewve bad (snd s having) & blessed 1ifs, with
And 1 am éo thapkfel for
ths halp that so many pecple have glven %o wike 11 that wey.

Alse, T went to mdd that T do believe that Oad has & plen For esch
pardoe's Life, amd aimost certsinly me ons smplebsly lives that

pliam, but for mach of wy osn 10Fe T 41d try. I
gratalful thal He dld pulds we, &nd ikt while I
s forglven aiFmer, asd Thab 1 &m & Johs %lh Christian,

by Jurey Fhillipe

Hay & i'uqll y
SV
\._.__h i TAY LN

paragrapi snd daod signature of Jerry's unpublishes 2009 suteblography,
Banpz o orww arp Elleir_Forest Ilistory Phillipa’ Mhillips_ DS pd?

» bt 1 geees

3 will alwvews ba
o inser, T am

101



HCPs, LSRs, the ESA & Western
Oregon Wildfires, 1987 - 2022

By Bob Zybach, Ph.D

Elliott State Forest Timber Harvests, 1950-2022
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The Green Line represents average annual amount of growth of Elliott State Forest trees;
The Yellow Line represents average allowable cut for the Elliott in the 1988 harvest plan;
The White Line represents OSU's planned annual harvest of the Elliott w/ no snag salvage;
The Area between the Green Line and Red Line represents Elliott fuel increases since 1989,

Duiring the past 35 vears, beginning in 1987, western
Oregon has ex perienced the greatest numiber and extent of
catastrophic forest wildfires in its history, Almaost all these
deadly events 100k place or began on federal lands managed
by the LS Forest Service (USFS) or Bureau of Land Man-
agement {BLM) under regulstions developed from the 1973
Endangered Species Act (ESA ) and administercd by the LS
Fish & Wildhfe Service (UsFW5), MNotional Manne Fisher-
ies Service (INMFS), andfor National Oceanic ard Atmo-
"|F'Ihnl.'I'IL' Administration (NDAA)

It°s the government, so acronyms are obligatory. They
are also a form of purposeful obfuscation that help conceal
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the fact that management of our nation’s forests has largely
transitioned from the long-term profitable management of
trecs, wildlife, and recreational facilitics by professional
foresters, to costly passive management of "critical habitat™
by wildlife bicdogists and computer modelers. Tax-producing
loggers and tree planters have largely been replaced by
taxpayer-funded agency “ologists.” their university model-
ers, and seasonal wildiine fighters in the process

This transition took place slowly at first, beginning in
the 1960% and creation of Wildemness Areas and the MNational
Environmental Protection Act {NEPA): accelersted in the
1980s with invention of ESA “Habitat Conservation Plans™



{HCPs) and the development of taxpayer funded T
lawsuits made possible by the Environmental Ac-
cess 1o Justice Act (EAJA): and then was almost
entirely completed on federal lamds in 1994 with
the: adoption of the Clinton Plan for Northwest
Forests (NWFP). Federal access to, and commol of,
HCPs on state, private, and iribal lands remains a
work in progress |see Graphl.

From 1952 until 1987 - also 35 vears - thers
was only one Forest fire mone than 10,00 acnes
in western Oregon, the 1966 43 D00-acne Oxhow
Fire. Since 1937 there have been at beast 36 such
fires, with at least enght being mone than 100,000
acres, Almost all these fires have ken place on
federal lands designated as Wilderness or regulated
as NWFP-created “LSRs" | Late-Successional
Reserves), “AMEs" { Adaptive Managemeni
Reserves), arbitrary streamside buffers (“Riparian
Reserves™) and other “Congressionally Reserved
Areas” - all now managed, in large part, by
LUSFWS and NMFS for “critical habits™ of sebect
plants and animals,

As the federal government is making the
transition from actively managing its roads and
forestlands. for nmber prsduction and recreation 1o
passively managing them for hypothetical habi-
tat requarements of select species, the incidenocs
of large- and catastrophic-scale wildfires have
incremsed 3.60045%!

Thiz predictable resull was made possible
in large part by an endless siring of anti-logging
lnwsuits initisted by a small number of nonprofit
environmental organizations,

The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD).
Portland Avdubon, Caseadia Wildlands, and a
few others - with expensive legal icams often unknowingly
fumded by taxpayers via the EAJA — have regularly used
ESA listings of spotted owls, marbled murmelets. and cohao as
surrogates 1o grealy reduce active management of our public
forests, Complex NEPA procedures are often the basis for
these “successful” filings, and deadly wildfires have ofien
followed, As predicted,

HCPs and The Elliott

| have been writing about forestry, wildfire. and wildlife
issues on & regular basis for Oregon Fish & Wildlife Joumal
fior more than 10 vears. My previous article in this senes
reganded the life and career of long-time Ellion State Fonest
manager. Jerry Phillips. The Ellion history chart an the begin-
ning of this article was also used 1o illustrate Jerry's greal
sucoess duning his career on the Ellion from 1954 1o 1989,

The Ellioat was Oregon’s first state forest, In was
estahlished in 1930 by trading abouat 70000 acres of the
Siuslaw Nanonal Forest located south of the Umpgua River
fior Common School Fund propertics of similar value that
were scattened around the Siate., Previous articles in this
series have looked closely ot the history of the Elliott amd of

Taap d
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Jderry Phillips® map of tkse | B6E Coos Fire in relation to priscot-day Elliott Sate Faret.
This wres reburmed in 1879, creating the "Big Burn™ bamestradd by the Coulds ba 1554,

Oregon’s Common School Fund — which has been managed
by law since 1839 for the benefit of Oregon schoals by the
State Land Board (SLB), composed of the Govemor, State
Treasurer, and Secretary of the State,

Iy 1930 the Ellisi was mostly covered with young
Douglas fir and red alder trees that had sceded in follow-
ing the catastrophic 1879 “Big Bum™ wildfire and several
subwequent decades of livestock grazing, firewood gathering,
logging, and clearing fires by the Gould's, MeClay's, and
others who had setthed in the arca.

I 1955 the Oregon legislaure gave the Oregon Depan-
ment of Forestry (CDF) the responsibility to manage the
Ellioat more actively as its young timber was growing o
merchamable size. The first major logging sale on the Elliot
wis g stand of mostly 300-vear-0bd Douglas fir on North
Marlow Ridge [point A on the graph] in 1939,

Then, on October 12, 1962, everything changed. The
Columbais Dy Storm [point B] swept over the Ellion
without waming. Winds exceeding 130 miles-per-hour blew
down 100 million board feet (mmbf) of 70-year-old second-
growth timber in a matter of hours, The next several years
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were devisled 1o building
e than 2000 miles of road
needed 1o reach 250 areas
filled with woppled “blow-
down™ - demd trees thm had
i be hurvested while they
still had value and before
being infesied with beetles
or rot. The graph tracks the
subsiquent annunl indreases
and decreases in harvesting
between 1963 and the pres-
ent. Nate the mmpacts of the
1973 [C] and 1980 [D] reces-
slons on harvest volumes,
In 19ES, the Ellwott
adopied a long-term annual
harvest plan average of 50
mmb, based on the Forest's
continwed growth and Jerry's
CONLIMUINE SUCCess manag-

ing natural and human events gigngrn Ranch, ca. 1894. The Gould Tamily homestead was established near the center of the

il

= —

affecting its development. He 1930 Elliott Forest and 1579 "Big Burn” reburned snags from ca. 1775 and 1868 wildfires.

retired the following vear, as

spodted owls were first being discovered on the Forest, and
the year after that — 194K — the federal government listed
the nonthem spodted owl [“NS0"] as an ESA “threaiened
species” and the Elliott"s 1988 harvest plan was shelved thal
quick [E].

Two years later, in 1992, the marbled murrelet was
also listed [F), Marbled murrebets are birds that spend their
entire lives an sea, mostly offshore from Alaska. They can
fly meore than 60 miles-per-hour ad only come ashore some
vears in early swummer to nest a single egg. Small popula-

fions of this bird also live in the ooean offshore from Oregon,

Washington, and California and occasionally nest on large
lmeral limbs of Douglas fir, redwood, hemlock, spruce, or
bigleal maple. Adults gather fish daily from the ocean on

i high-speed beeline to feed a hatchling until it becomes a
fledgling and can iy after four or five weeks -- at which time
it immediately also makes a beeline for the ocean, never o
refurm ko 115 mesl,

Then, in 1995, spotted ow] and marbled murrelet HCPs
were developed by the USFWS and adopted by the SLE and
DDF for the management of the Elliot [G]. In 1996, coho
salmon were also given federal listing [H]. These three ani-
mals, sponed owls, marbled murrelers, and cobo, have been
the basis for most ESA lawsuits hiled 1o stop sctive manage-
mient on western Oregon forestlands ever since.

Thie marted murrelet HCP expired m 2001 [1] and in
2011 [J] ODF completed its new Elliott Forest Plan, calling
for an annual harvest of 40 mmbf - well below the conser-
vative 1988 plan, but significantly greater than the average
harvest since the spotted owl was frst listed in 19950,

The following yvear, 2012 [K]. a coalition of environ-
mental groups = Portlomd s Audubon Society, Eugene’s
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Cascadia Wildlands, and Tucson, Arizona’s CBD - sued
the State of Cregon, alleging that the new Elliott plan was
illegal. Logging jobs on 28 active sales in State forests wene
immediately halied as one result,

Rather than contest the coun’s ruling, the Govermor and
SLB decided 1o sell the Ellion s a fraction of its pre-ESA
virlue instead. When this sale was ruled illegal, they trans-

Indian Buming
and Catastrophic Forest Fire Pattemns of
the Oregon Coast Range 1491-1951
By Or Bob Zybach
Reprinting of Dr. Zybach’s 2003 PhD disserata-
ton. Includes: 364 pages, full text: 60 maps (47
color); 38 figures {17 color), and 26 tables.

Available now on Amazon Books.




fierred owmership 1o Ovegon State
Umiversaty (OS50} for rescarch
purpases, terminating ODF's
decades-long management role
in 2017 [L]. When this transfer :
was also ruled illegal. the 2022 ¥

CUregon Sate legeslatune vioted to 5'1 _'_‘i' "
rename the Elliott as the “Elliolt PREecs L i o S8
State Research Forest™ { ESRF), ; .
with QS responsible for its p -

e

mEnkgement

Currently, remaining tasks
for the SLB are 10 “decouple™ the 33
Ellsott from its kegal obligations
e the Common School Fund, o
dewelop a new federal HOP, for
O5L to develop a functional op
crating plan, and to locate fund
mg needed 1o begin propaosed
I I."'-L'il.rl,'JI ||Fh,'r;|1 HHS,

The corrent document
“piits the cart before the horse™
by proposing @ mdor exper-
ment before conducton such an
analviis and without de l‘f-ri.l"'lilﬂg
on the ground familiariy with
thve propery. In addition, the
experiment OS5 has proposed
as badly fawed, compromises
developrentof the long-term
research potential of the forest
ard lacks significant revelance
for managernenl of Oregon’s for-
ests. The proposed experiment
viclafes baxic lr:lh;l‘Ji.' r'pq-fx EENP=
fial to production of statistically =38
varlicd amd socially convincing  §
aefcomes, Futhermore, e o
Socus on Triad, an academic

g " P
Top Left: Ground Fuels. Top Righe: Ladder Fuels, Bottom: Crown Fuels,

i pa™

concepd refated fo lond alloca-  Photographs by MeKenzie Peters, NW Maps Co., Mt Thielsen Trail, August 23, 2020,

tons af regional scales, has no

relevance fo pressing foresiry issues facing Oregamians,
Jerry Franklin and Norm Johnson, November 28, 20290

review of proposed OSU research and management plan
S the Ellow.

In 1944, John Bewer, 05U Forestry coonomist, was
hired by the Oregon Board of Forestry { BOF) to do an
coonomic analysis of the Elliott - which, despite its new
spotied owl status, could still bogast 80000+ forested acres,
25+ billion feet of merchantable timber, 550 miles of rocked
aceess roads, and many miles of prime salmon and trout
streams, Criven recent ODF management history and 1994
ESA restrictions, Bewter concluded: “Selling the Elliott is the
only marketing altiernative likely to significantly increase net
annuy moeome o the CsE [Common School Fand],”

Fifteen vears later, in 2009, John Charles, Cascade

Policy Institute President and CEO, testified:

‘Unfortunately, this recommendation has been consis-
tently ignored by the SLB. Had it been followed in 1995, the
CSF today would be worth at least 33 billion, even after the
market declines of 2008, Instead, i is only worth about 51
ballion. Even by the standards of legislative appropriations,
one would think that 52 billkon in bost asset value for school
IIIII-J.iﬂ_'_' s ~||.HI'||.‘1|I||'.I¥ o b concermad about”

Following the 2012 environmenial lavsuit, the Ellion
began losing even more millbons of CSF dollars anmually
143 ]l.'_L.'-:ll onsts, and h:r 2006 its valise haad |.||.'I|:r'i||r;|l.-|.'|.| IO &
estimated 52208 million — 3 number determaned |‘1-1. H-.:-l_';'r
Lord, senior appraiser of Mason. Bruce & Girard (MB&G),
al the direction of the SLB and developed specifically for the
purpose of selling the Forest. This aurnber represented the
syfithesis of three separate independent Elliott appraisals that
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had varied from only $192
mullion 1o 5262 million.

This contracted value
was premised on the sale be-
ing to the private sector with
primary legal constraints i
future management only being
the Oregon Forest Praclices
Act (OFPA) and state and
federn] ESAs. The CSF would
somehow be “decoupled™ by
this sale which, curiously.
was nod allowed (o be even a
penny more than 52208 mil-
lion. As stated, the sale 1o a
single bidder (ol 30 solicited)
wiis muled illegal and voided.

In 2017 Senstor Ted
Ferriol requested that Wavne
Chiesy and | develop an
independent Torest manage-
ment plan for the Elliog
ihat scoommodated wildlife
habitat requirements while
maintaining regular employ- B
mient for rural workers and
continuing 10 make paymens

Adaplire Rasarwe
Y DAL T el LS apesTan L

to the CSF, Wavne met several [ Adaptive Management Ama

additional times with Seno- v

tor Fermioli and had at least e wwh

twin personal meetings with B Othor Area

Crovernor Brown to discuss SN Mgy o U s st g .

this proposal. ' - Tiee map amd legend on the lefl are from the 2004 BLM and USFS repart on the 1994 Clinton Plan
The resulting “Giesy  far Northwest Forests. "Congressionally Reserved Arcas™ are bargely Wilderness Areas, created in

Plan Alternative™ was publicly 1964 and after, and Oregon's only National Park, Crater Lake. The map on the right shaws the
delivercd as requested and Labor Day wildfine in 20200 note the correlations between foderal Reserves and major wildfires.
has been described in some Vs pattern s consistent with the entine 1987-2022 time period — most fires are on federal Reserves.

detail in earlier aricles in this

series. In par, it adopied the conservative 19838 standard of
50 mmb{year average annual harvest for an initial 20-year
research period. This amount is only about 2/3 of the annual
growth of the Elliott and less than 2% of the Forests® esti-
meated 2.5+ billion feet of standing timber, 50 more volume
in obder trees of greater valoe - dollar and habitat - would
have existed by the end of this two-decade experiment,

Al Senator Ferrioli's request, Chrastine Brongak., then
Economist for the Oregon Legislative Revenue Office,
estimated potential CSF income based on a 50 mmbfiyear
average harvest. She used sales prices of Elliott timber for
the previous three years of 3367 S{mmbf and the *Producer
Price Index™ 1o estimate an annual School income of 323
million, or 3460 million wal for Cregon schools over the
proposed J-vear research period.

According 1o Broniak's math, Oregon schools have
hypothetically lost more than 5100 million potential income
since 2017, and several hundreds of millions more if these

106

numbers are considered for the entire period from 1990, And,
despite being publicly and privately requested by the Gov-
emar, the Giesy Plan Alternative proposal has never been
openly discussed or considered by SLE, Depaniment of State
Lands (DSL), Oregon Board of Forestry (BOF), or OS50,

Also in 2007, DDF Forestry Division Chief Liz Dent
provided a “conservative estimate of 8.8 direct and indirect
Jjobs for every million feet of harvest™ at a public meeting of
the SLB. Using that multiplier, the loss of 50 mmbf in timber
sales also pesulted in the loss of 4490 needed rural — and tax-
paving - jobs when Ellioi sales wene ended.

Im 2022, Lord reduced the MB&G evaluation of the
Ellicat even mone, down to only 399 million! In an Awgust
29 public lemer to Geofl Huntington == now with DSL rather
than Q5L - the reasons given Tor this devaluation were
based on the “Market Value™ appraisal method used in 2016
vs, the “Investment Value™ appraisal method being used
2022,

The principal reasons for this further devaluation of the



Elliott were _L:il.l.'ll as: | less ICTEge
available for timber production and 2)
lzss intensive harvesting of those reduced
acreages, resulting in 3) lower annual
harvest volumes produced at greater
cosls, Mot & gond investment. Worth 55949
million 21 most

HCPs and Oregon Taxpayers

In addition o the never-ending
Elliott HCP process, two other magor
HCP propects are cumemtly aking place
im westen Cregon -- one for the remuin-
ing State Forests still bemg managed
by CILXF, and another for the 1O mallion
forested acres owned by private land-
OV IES

Hegmmmg in 019, Kate Brown or-
gamred and convenad a select number of

envirnmentil orgamzations, tores! land- October 2020 unthinned, roadside [nrnl stand on BLM Irmll i l hander Mountain
fallowing Archie Creck Fire. Photo hp "l-lau HilL, Douglas Timber Operalors |lﬂﬂ]

owners, and timber indusiry represenia
viEs I!||-;_.:|:III.-\;r in a wries of backroom
mectings o develop a “Private Forest
Accord™ (PFA). This '"u.}:||.‘\u\.'r'|'||.'III'I winuld
[y landowners MORCY 10 the form of tax
credits instead of logging and reforesting
their lands -- and producing jobs and 1ax
revenues — as ihey odherwise legally and
.;|_|r'rq_':||1|:-. 4]

According o the Oregon Wild web
st (Seplember 21, 3022

“Ever since the Private Porest Ac-
cord agreement Between Oregon Wilid,
our comservation wllies, and the logging
imdusiry wias announced in late Dctober
2021, we've been trving to think of ways
i describe the magnitude of the changes
that are coming o Cregon’s privale for-
eal laws,

‘Muoch like the sdoption of the

Privaie Forest Accord does not mean thai
all issues related 1o private lands loggoing are setiled. There is
still meore for commumitics, Cregon Wild, our partners, and
the bogging industry to do.”

In other words, in addition to devaluing the private
propenies and putiing more people out of work., and hav-
ing unwiliing thxpayers cover the loss in prodits with “tax
credits” — the environmental community s alsa assuming
thiere = still more . . o o, Best guess s that lawyers ane
expected to be involved.

By these penernl methods, politicians, government
bureaucrats, universily maodelers, and environmental lawyers

through ESA, NEPA, EAJA, ETC - have inken almiosi

..-.'-|:|'|;:l||:h.' contrnl of our federal foresis since 19990, And pow
they ame wsing LskFW and NOAA agencies b gun simikir
begal mecess and direct control over privide, state, county, and

Otober 2020 photo depicis :djuﬂ-m rumlmlr stand on BL *I-! tand that was thinned
Morthwest Forest Plan, the passage of the gpg prungd pocording o preseription, ca, 2005, Phote by Man Hill, Do,

trabial poads, streams, pnd Torealamds, |§ successiul, further
il |1|1:.\.i.'::| Al ECORnGTIIC |.|:||'|||.|;'._'|.' and iicreased ey |.'||I:.
and extent of local wildfires and directly related bosses of
homes amnd wildlife are Fu:-'.'l.l:..:h'{!

HCPs and ODF

In November 201 8, the Oregon Boand of Foresiry
| BOF ) directed staff 1o develop an HCP for 17 federally st
el species: spolted owls, marbled murrelets, 10 fish {incld-
ing three separate muns of coho), three salamanders, martens.
amdd the mfamous red tree vole. This bong-tenm plan would
cover abonl DALINRD acres of ULF-managed land west of the
Cascades, not including the Elliot, [T the HCP is approved
by USFWS and NOAA, ODF would be assored ESA compli-
ance - and direct federal access and control - for T0 vears

For this HCP, “Spotted Owl Habitat™ is defined
ms “includes modeled nesiing, roosting, and foraging
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habitat,” and marbled murrelet habitat “includes modeled
suitable and highly suitable habitat.” Note that these are
o scientific documentation of aciual birds or habitat --
they are computer “models™ of someone’s unstated biases
and assumptions.

Whao, exactly, is determining “suitability™ for these
imaginary birds? And how? The only “accountability™
we gel for these printouts is that they are “peer reviewed™
by “experts,” That’s not how science works, amd it is
certainly not how successful resource management has
ever been performed. These are nameless people paid by
taxpayers o “model™ the directions of commitlees com-
prised of professional “experts” and government burcau-
crats. What could go wrong?

And the result is a mapping of 275,000 acres of the
B 00D s “eritical habitat,” with another |64 000 gores
of modeled "nesting. roosting and foraging habitai™ to
be created over the course of the 70-year agreement,
meaning that a total of 439,000 - or 70% -- of our State
Forests would be removed from production and put into
the hands of federal managers during all of that time.

My concemns with HCPs are;. 1) they give federal access
and control to private and state lands for decades; 2) they are
expensive and costs taxpavers significant money, instead of
generating tax revenues; and 3) these govermment “critical
reserves” have a predictable habit of ending in wildfire and
killing millions of wildlife supposedly being served.

LSRs and the Clinton Plan

According to Wikipedia (September 19, 2022). the
stated purpose of the Endangered Specics Act was 1o
protect species and “the ecosystems upon which they
depend.” The detailed entry contains significant links o
CBD and other environmental organizations. and wrilings
amd makes the following claims:

“About one million species worldwide are cormently
threatencd with extinction. North Amenica alone has lost
3 hallion birds since 1970, These significant population
declines are & precursor (o extinetion. Half a million spe-
cies do not have enough habitat for long-term survival.
These species are likely to go extinet in the next few
decades without habitag restoration.

“As of January 2019, there are 1,467 1otal (forcign
and domestic) species on the threatened and endangered
lists. However, many species have become extinet while
on the candidate list or otherwise under consideration for
listing. A 2019 report found that FWS faces a backlog
of more than 500 species that have been determined o
patentially warmanl profection.”

Certainly, Wikipedin is not an entirely credible
sounce, and some of these statements can be debated,
including a general definition of “ecosystem.” Instead,
ecosysiem dependency is defined as: “the present or
threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its
habital or range”™ -- apparently a problem of “destroyving”™
or even “modifying™ habitar of a species with a known
“range.”
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S0 now we enter the concept of “critical habitat,”
which is literally defined as *a habitat arca essential 1o the
conservation of a lisied species, though the area need not
actually be occupied by the specics ot the time it is desig-
nated.” In other words, actual occupancy of an anca sup-
posedly critical o stop the extinction of a named animal,
isn’t necessary! A computer model can do the job just fine:

Critical habitat must be designated for all threatened
and endangered species, under the Endangered Specics
Act, with certain specified exceplions. Designations of
critical habitats must be based on the “best scientific
information available™ [BAS, really] and in an open pub-
lic process within specific timeframes. Unless deemed
mecessary for the species” conlinued existence, critical
habitat do not include the entire geographical arca oc-
cupied by a specics,

To meet this monumental requirement, the Clinton
Plan invented the concept of “Late-Successional Re-
serves” in order is "o protect and enhance conditions
of late-successional and old-growth forest ecosysiems,
which serve as habitat for late-successional and old-
growth related species including the northem spotted
owl.” With millions of species facing extinction and
waiting to be listed, there was only so much “critical
habitat™ research time and expertise available, so LSRs
were created over vast areas of our public forests to ac-
count for them all,

Professional predictions that these massive reserves,
including Wilderness Arcas, LSRs, and streamside buf-
fers would eventually tum into bonfines were ignoned,
and generally remain unacknowledged 1o this time.
Instead, we get “climate crisis” ex<uses, WUI acronyms,
and massive preventable wildfires almost every year
now. We can do better, and have in the past. These are
new problems, they are self-inMicied. and they can be
fixed, If there is a will,

Conclusions

There is no evidence that HCPs have had any positive
effect on targeted spotted owl, marbled murrelet, or coho
populations in western Oregon over the past 35 vears,

There is documented proof that the adoption of pas-
sive approaches to forest management greatly increases
accumulations of ground fuels, ladder fucls, and canopy
closures, and thereby leads to grester likelihoods of
desdly major- and catastrophic-scale wildfires.

Attempits 1o affect targeted wildlife species by creat-
ing Wilderness Areas, Riparian Reserves, LSRs, HCPs
and computerized “critical habitat™ models in western
Oregon during the past 35 years have been at a great cost
of billions of dollars, tens of thousands of bost rural jobs,
hundreds of thousands of burned farest acreages, thou-
sands of ost homes, millions of killed wildlife, episodes
of major air and water pollution, and kosses of human life.

There is no evidence that these massive investments
have resulted ina single additional owl, murmelet, m@
salmon,



Let There Be Lig
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The ABCs of HCPs
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By Bob Zybach, Ph.D

Dr. Mike Newton, Oregon State University forest scientist, attaches a thermistor one foot above
Big Rock Creek, Polk County, July 7, 2003, These record air and water temperatures every 1/2
hour for seven vears as the basis of the Cole™ewton 2013 study of forest management effects

on stream temperatures. Photo by Liz Cole.
puibdishid here i 2016
i [
This artiche is abou govemment-Tunded scwnoe, so thene wil

b @ lot of acromoms, The most imponant are BEPA, ESA, BOI
DH=0). amad PUCW. Somy.

o we have HOPs inthe news

In ain erlier verseam ol thes arnicle

the explanaiony subiitle was i ihe Torm of an apolosy

wnd for the same reasons
sovvermiment bureavcrats amd political activists atlemphing o siop

active manapement of our fish-bearing forest streams throagh

wrttrary reeulatons bosed on “modeling. Mol on SOk
SOTISE, NElEvant EAPCTIKTRC, LN ACTAl SCHEmDE
The Tol b Tcts and statistscs ane based on the work

anel research of Mike Meewion., @ Trnend and mentor snce the

1980, Mike was recogmzad & an intermational cxpernt on
thee wse of forest berbicides and was a much-brastcd advisor
regarding the safe and effectve use of these products in the
Comirse ol Ty WOrk as @ relonesialion COmrackor.

"';.I..,“:h._ Whke |'-.|w;.l oo it il aller @ I|"|_'I.I|:. anl
debalitating illmess. Seill, his rescanch on npanan buffers shoulsd
b Tromnt el Cender in the Ccument deble negarding H{P=
{*Habatat Conservation Plans™)

The Opeponn Bognd of Foreary (BOF) is a seven
miember ciiiren Boand ch ll'!_;,'l_l with dapectly supenasing the
Stae Forester and Oregon Depariment of Foeeary (ODF)

implementing policees, andadopiing rules and regulation that
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“promote sustainable management of Oregon’s pulic and
priviibe fivesds,

The BOF is also changed with implementing,, through the
Owegon Forest Practices Act (FPA), water quality standards
csinblished by the Urnegon 1].:|'|:u||:r'|-|.'1ll of Environmental

Brome Creek Cutthroat Trout Biomass
September 2006 -

maintained abong eneeksand rivers in order to minimiee
waber lemperatune gains. They are reguluted as cither a fined
manimam wikkth beyvond the high-waler mark of a stream, or s
alixed minimuom number and sice of trees that must be retaianed
dhuring o harvest operion

Regulated

buffers m
sweslem Linggon
COMLEN S0 of
the potemially
micst viluakbde
timberlands in
the world. and
bowtler soame of
the world™s fines)
Irshing =ircams

PURPOSE

2007

0

Duality {DEC ) and approved by the nalnal Oceanic amd
Armosphcric Adminstration (ROAA) and the Environmental
Proection Agency (EPA) A recent focus of thear iesigmimeni
i the EPA Protecting Cold Waters Rule (POW, of courseh
thert was adopéed in 2003 by the Envimonmental Chaaliny
Commission (EQC)ona 3102

The DEG criverion for applying the PUW 12 1) when the
amiienl icmperature in o stream & bebow fd-degrees ., and 2)
salmon, steeihend, o bull i are present; then 2 ) there can
b no hanan cawsadincnzoses in o siream s “seven-day moving
average of daily maximum lemperatures”™ of 0.5 degrees Par
e, This would apply downstream of logging operations
A magor problem is that the 0.5 -degreel. vanabon s the
minimum increment that can be techmcally measured - and
there is reasaiable specilation this may hive been the primarny
reason that number was chosen

Despite this difficuly, the BOF voled 4-3 on Movember
5, W15, w adopt new mpanan mike oomeel thePCW standand
when regulating streamside buffers on private and stale
Buifers” ane vepetation -- preferably irees

YilE

fiomestlamds.
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DFW histogram showing total weight of native cutthroat trout in pools along Brome
Creek in Douglas County for each of three years following three kinds of harvests. The three
harvests occupied 1000 feet of stream length for each unit and were individually separated
by 1000 feet of unharvested forest (“Recovery™), where water cooled. The numbers along the
horizontal axis are consecutively numbered pools along Brome Creek, of which three pools in
each cut or uncut unit were inventoried. Pool 5 was at the downstream end of the study.

Crtensibly
the adopton of
rules o miee
the PCW by the
BOF is intended
{o [roiect
local salmion,
browut{ s Ll B,
andl ¢hiar (bl
trout ) species
{“salmonids™ )
histed by the
Endangered
apecies Act of
|9THESA) Yet.
this clecision
wiks apparent]y
reachid m pan by
purposefally ignoring ODF's own scacntific sudies of the past
0 years that directly challenge the necd for an arbitrary EPA
EQCTDEQBOFRFPA PCW Rule requargment in the first place.

I achlation 1o thas suspect "one size fits all” regulaony
approach 10 homogenizing western Onegon saneams and
fish, much of the public discussion by BOF members and
multiple “expen witness” EPA and NOAA representatives
secmcd based on several epromeous sssumptions and beliels
contradicied by previous research: e.g.. that salmonids ane very
sersative 1o nune chiskges i waler iemperaune: thadirect
sunlight is had for fish: that trees on the nonh side of a stream
somchow conimbute o coshing its waters: thal warming of
headwater streams is cumulative downstream, rather than
ephemeral.

That is how the BOF voted 4-3 - displaying all of their
apparcnt beliefs, assumptions, and bixses. and after having

been scientifically demonstrated to be wrong, At least four
mcrbsers must have simply been copvinced foignone act for
somie reason and adopt a highly suspect and arbitrary PCW
standard instead: one that would be extremely expensive (o




enact and likely counterproductive 1o the BOF s stated intent
{and legal obligation”) of “protecting”™ ESA fish with “the best
scientific data avmilable.”

In 2016 a “rube sdvisory commibiee” was formed o meet
with DDF stafl o write new mule angeage wobang o the BOF
for approval, with a Sepiember target date.

This expecied “new nuile,” when enacted, will prediciably
— in common with curment proposed HOP rales: 1) cost privale
sector jobs, 23 reduce potential income o laindowners, 3)
reduce tax revenses 1o state and federal povemments, 4)
mcrnease aovemment jobs and expendiures, and 57 likely
reduce the size and numbers of fish within newly regulated
sAnEms,

Further, the newly adopted standard and supporting
assummpions seem tn lave linde logical or scientific valve,
despite aill the scronyms. How did this circumstance oome
aboiit? Adwcl cam it b fixed?

LOCAL PROBLEMS

In the 30+ vears since enactment of the |93 Clean Air
At and the 1964 Wildemess Act, several addiional mujor
burcaucracies have been crested by the federal povernmeni
b0 - "protect the envimommen™ by esing the “best available
science” {vep, BAS): EPA became law in 1970, ESA
was created in 1973, the Clean Waster Act (CWA) and the
Depamtment of Energy (DOE) in 1977, and the N'W Fonest
Plan (NWFP) in 1994, s examples.

Computerized “models”™ of “habitar™ and “climate™ and

“fire retum intervals™ o the numiber of povemmient scientists,

poditicians, iechnicians, and suppon eams and services necded
b develop and iniplement these products inte policies and
management plans secelernted mpadly following the creation
of these agencics.

These new squadnons of specially-trained federal
bureaucrats seemangly hod 5 mission. Evenyone wentto
court over the new Lws and regulations, “peer reviewed ™
puiblications became a cottage industry amd lawvers became
wiealthy on both sides. At least that's how 1 nemember it

Whibe these new burcascracies focused on the
environment and the managemen of the nation's sirwaler,
mineraks, forests, graeing lamds, and wildlife (ostersibly for
the “benefit of all Americans"), rural Oregon businesses,
counties, families and commumities — 1n common with many
othersthroughout the westemn LS — wene bemg direcily
affected by unemiplovment. bankrapiey, family problems,
severely degraded infrosstriciures, and the increasing thneat and
frequency of deadly catastrophic wildires.

Meanime, national weallh, power, and privilege have
beoomie mereasingly centered in WashmgionD)C, Hy mauy
estimates this circumstance has boen due, in linge pan, o the
ivriad new Federal laws policies, regulations, and passive
resnirce management decisions of the past S0 years — based
karzely on legally required “best available science” approaches
b the manEgement, care, sl “wise use” of pumation’s
commion resources. Wiest of the Rockies,

Many of these unfavomble siaons have been brought
abouwt by insidious amd incremental changesin federal and
state envimonmental polcies and the new miles and regulations
that resuli — an almostenasible process by which pnvate
lanclovwners and businesses can be kegally requined o
ahandon thewse of their own properties, o stnctly adhene o
coptradictony resource munagement Lws, andor deal wath
exponential incneases in requined paperwork filings and ta
paymints needed 1o pay for thesechanges.

The option is, of course, io “hire a lowyer and go fo couri™
- whene apency scientists, modelers, andiechnicians will be
paid by tmxpayvers 1o be “expert witnesses™ for the govemment.

The recent BOF decision to use 2n arbitrary federal
standard to-somehow ratdomlize increasing streamside
buifers on privae forests and timberbands — supposedly 1o
protect endangered salmonids -is a pood illustration of this
process, 1 is difficult 1o comprebend the great amount of lime
pndresources that has made it possible, or the exact thinking of
those who have promoted these results.
RELEVANT RESEARCH

John Weestall is an environmental and analvtical chemisi
who taught st Oregon State University(OSLU) for almost 30
years ind conducted peer-reviewed nescarch for EPA and
DOE befone his retirement. In 2004 he wrole a detadled and
comprchensive 37-page analvsis of the scientific basis forhe
PCW Rule. This work has been referenoed by the Oegon
Small Woodlands Association (O5WA), of which he = a
member.

Westall's studied conclusion: ther: was no sppanent

The Great Fires

Indian Burning
and Catastrophic Forest Fire Patterns of
the Oregon Coast Range 1491-1951
By Dr Bob Zybach

Reprinting of Dr. Zybach’s 2003 PhD disserata-
tion. Includes: 364 pages, full wext; 60 maps (47
color); 38 figures (17 color), and 26 tables.

Available now on Amazon Books.
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Native rainbow trout in full sunshine, Blue River headwaters, Lane County, August 24, 2013.

Photo by Aaron L. Zybach.
logical o scientific basis found in thedocumentation for the
PCW Rule decispon. Thene was only guidance from the EPA,
with no specific reference to any scientific studies that justified
their sdvice. Somehody apparently st made it upmaybe
anly because they couldd, The achul scrmoe that mddnesses
these issues was seemingly igrored, and apparemly becanse it
challenged the Rule.

Most of what we know about salmonids and water
temperature came from research on this topdcconducted
over @ k-year period by Ceeotfrey Gineen and 1. K- Raly™
Bren. The two scientists opermedindependent of one another,
beginning about 1550 and contimuing (Brea) until the | 990
Theirfindings remain true to this time:

= The warmeer the water, the mone productive for well-fed
salmonsds, up Lo abowir el Llu.'pru."-. Fosbaove which Eemipenitune
growth tends 1o dechine,

= The “maximum seady tempenatune lmit for salmaanids
is abowt 77 degrees F., with probonpedexposire 1o higher
icmperaiunes increasingly lethal.

= halmomids are very restlent 1o changes. m Wailer lenipemiung
anicl I:H'm.:u":. TCUDWVET I'.|i1'|l1. ru|‘.u|!|l1. amd |.l.-|"|'||'|||.:l:-;|:. IOy T
lethal lemperanunes.

[y summenize: most salmonids amd other native fish
species do best when the water iempermureaverages aboul
6 degrees F. Prolonged temperatunes of 77 degrees F, and
higher can be falal; however, salmomnids recover rpidly from
higher (and lower) emperatunes after being subjected 1o them
when they ane pot fatal. Naurally, fish can swim and moderate
their own lemperature in moststreanes when the sun is out, so
localiped stream lemperatures ane nod the only factor m thear
survivaland growth,

I 1995 DD began increasimg the size of neguimed
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buffers wong fish-bearing streams, mosdly for siated reasons
of keeping the water cool for fish, About the same time they
began hiring Mike Mewton and ofhers 1o study the ellect of
these buffers on water quality. This research demonstrated that
mincr iemperature cifects of sunlight dinectly beatmg water m
cleancut logging units completely disappear within 300 fect of
leaving the operation wd entenng a shaded arca.

ODF RipStream. This study was implemented folkwing
the adoption of the PCW as a joint effon between Suue
and private landowners “to addness the potential for Small
and Medium Type F Streams to experénce “shof-lenm
lemiperature increases” with the curment fonest practice rules,”
A todal of 33 wedden Oregon streams wene studeed with
buffers on planned logging units following the existing FPA
guidelines. Eightcen were private sites with planned clearcus
and 13 weere State lands, wath egh clearcuts and seven pansl
cuts. Tempertures were measured for twvo years before harvest
anclseveral years following harvest, A number of privaic sitcs
showed o lemperatune gaim, and averagetemperatune gains
were about | D-degree F. for all units,

Fish, oddly, were nod evaluaied. Stream reaches with
st chirect sum on them wene the mostproductive for both
ez fisiodl chain i the I'hhl;l':n.. i determimed h:. [}!'L"'FIH'I
Department of Fish & Wikdlite (ODFW ) bhologess -
they didn’t exceed T1 dearees F. 5o far as known, none of
the: 33RipSiream stody area sineams ¢vier oven reached that
[ rmperatune,

The stady was eventually found i be poorly designed
and plagued with implementation and mainicnance problems,
ﬁh.'g Peterson, an envimnnsental "-"'-Fi Aeer wilh 460 _'l.c.'lr'-..'
expericice a5 a civilengineer amd project manager in wales
wastewater systems, produced a highly detaled analysis



ofthese problems for OSWA. His conclusion wis tha
RipStream’s “study results and fundamentally lawed computer
mendel have some major limitations.™ His detailed asessment
nightfully calls imogquestion much of the value of the project’s
published findings.

OSU WRC. In 2002 05U collabormed with Roseburg
Forest Products (RFP) and ODFW to conduct a 10-year pained
walershed study on Hinkle Creel, a tilbmstary of the Umpgua
River in Douglas County. This work was part of the OSU
Waershad Reseanch Cmqummﬂ'ﬁfﬂcr @ g Eation
with twoother lange watersheds under close examination,
Study streams ranged from eastern Douglas County tonorthem
Limcoln County. all in westemn Oregon, in both the Coast and
Cascode Mountain mnges.

* Streams in the WRC stiudy mnged from summer
temperatures of 50 o 68 degrees F. - all wellwithin the desired
range for salmonids,

= Pained watershed studies clearly show minor and
EEMIPOFArY iNCTeases in siream Iempersiune create no harm
ton fish amed could likely be a benefit because of the positive
imipact 1o organisms (food ™) fish feed on,

Cole/Newton 2013, The research design and methods
developed by Newton and Liz Cole o conduct aseven-year
study on four watersheds in western Oregon are the current
gobd standard by which streamiemperatures are monitoned
in the Douglas Fir Reghon. Peterson openly pridises the
quality of theirwork and the reliability of their findings and
conglusions,

The four streams studied by Cole and Newton wene low
1oy medium elevation headwater subbasins of0 o KO0 acnes
cach. Following two years of discharge. and air and water
temperature readings i theabsence of harvest units, three
ireatmients were made i cach subbasing 1) a clearcut removing
all vegetation to both edges of 1 000 feet of stream; 2) a
chearcut with o singhe 40-food buffer on the south side of 1 (00
feet of stream; and 3) a clearcut with 30-foot buffers on bath
siches of 1 000 feet of stream.,

Each harvest umit was separated from adjacent harvesis
by 1000 fiet of stream of untouched forestoover. Between 24
and 32 thermistors were installed o1 intervals off 330 feet for
about #1000 feet along each stream and above and below every
confluence to measwre changes in air and water lemperature
every 1/2 hour in summer and fall.

By good forune, Cole and Newton were able o cormelaic
their findings on 1emperatune with fish biomass (utal siee
and weight) measure on Brome Creek, collected under the
direction and supervision of ODFW fish biologist Jim Brick.
The Brome Creek histogram illustrates their findings:full
sunlight on the unbuffered stream produced twice as much
bioimass as any unharvesied unit — andeach of all three
harvested ml'upnuh:nl miore fish than any one of the uncw

unis. As
CO USII'JHS

The DECQ standard of 64 degrees F. fior most <almonids
ancl their habitats in western Cheegon fits nether the
streams nor the Ashery, The streams vary so much, and
the environments in which they fow vary so much, that
one standard cannot be made to acdapt the fishenes that ane

acclimated 1o those panicularsiremmes. Neather the water or the
fish are as static or as homogencous as the standards -~ they
mever have been, and they never can be,

Oeservations of highest stream fish productivity occumed
when streams were fully exposed 1o sun; sometimes when
summer lempersture peaks were well above standard
eriteria {64-degrees F ) revealing sericus and costly flaws in
the regulatory process. The ocoumence of a brief period of
relatively very high temperature may well be masked by the
rapid growth fish may show before and after that cvent.

Siream reaches with some direct sun on them were the
mast productive for both the food chain and thefishery, as long
as they didn't exceed Tl-degrees F. To this point, none of the
33 RipStream study ancastreams ever reached that level.

The notion of requiring more shade when less shade
equates 1o meone biodogical productiviny ofstreams represents o
conflict between regulatory convenience (meeting an arbitrary
numenical criferion) and resource sensitivity (increasing fish
Bacimiass ).

Many streams are far 0o cold Foroptimum fish
metabolism. yet the PCW prohibits operations thatwould
provide both a mone productive temiperiture range for lish.
amel & Imore eliicien (safer and mone profitable) harvesting
opeTations,

The EQCs adoption of the POW as a state water quality
standand was apparently driven by EPS, guidance that
suggested any human-caused Iempensiune nereases i a forest
stream will stay with the water downsiream, This twms out
b b imsoormect. These studies show the increise lemperatioes
from a timber harvest is ephemeral, and Icmperatunes recover
downstream quickly becouse of the dynamics associated with
wiler ures in fonest streams,
FﬂTmLSﬂLUﬂﬂhE

What can be dome o correct this systemic and loreely seli-
inflicted problem? Some specific ideas have been suggested by
several people close 1o this situation over the past few years:

Duse Process. The BOF has the stonsory option 0 petitson
the EQC if it feels a standard conilicts withresearch and
manitoring findings. This is clearly such a conflict, Is it worth
the efforn?

Commaon Sense, Greg Peterson recommended that
any BOF palicy “shoubd be based on actual outcome from
schentific research, common serse, and practical experience 1o
meet the PCW fior forest streams,™

Logic. John Westall prgued for a more logical approach
o management of resources, W “consider the entine habiat
carefully, evaluate the evidence, and make the best rational,
scientifically based decisionthat we can,”

Mew Rubes. Mike Newton believed scicnoe-basod rukes
should be sdaptable 1o “allow data-driven fexibility so that
rules fit environments, and whene management options and
streamside vegetalionmanagement converge o improve both
timber and fisheries.”

Last Word, My view is: “let thene be light.” Both for the
sake aof the fish and for the transparent review of scientific
research funded with taxpayer dollars. Then maybe this type
of costly misdinection will siop kappenme, HCPs say
probubly ot B
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Requiem For A Boondoggle:
The Elliott State Research Forest

By Dr. Bob Zybach

MecKenzie Peters, NW Maps Co.. records Jerry Phillips and David Gould for ORWWmedia "distance
learning"” video at the Elliott State Forest Jerry Phillips Reserve. April 29, 2020 photo by Bob Zybach,.

O Movemiber 13, 2023, Oregon State University Presi-
dent Jayvathi Y. Murthy shocked both sides of the never-end-
ing Pacific Morthwest “Timber Wars™ with her pubhic lener
removing CELT from the seemimgly-never-ending “Oregon
State Research Forest™ boondogghe,

In short, her Retter wos sdiressed to prosiapals and rep-
rescitatives of the State Land Boasd (S1.1B) and Depanment
iof State Lands (DS =ving thit O80T seonld ned continue
wilh the five-year project as milially agreed, thereby guar-
ariteeing Seme Bill (SEY 1546 would sunset on December
3. 2023

Mo onwe was expecting this decision. Supponiers of
active Tomesd management, local pobs, s the Coanmon
Schesol Fund weere thrilled: while envirommsenial activisis,
hardwitchers, and Endangered Species advocates were
dismayed. A todally unexpected and linal decision from an
entirely unexpecied source, anmd jusi weeks before every
thing would have become law,

1. 5B 1546 History

S0 what iwfwas 5B 1546, and why did supponiers and
detrctors respond so emolionally to s demase? The con-
troversy surmounding the management of the Elliont State
Forest (“the Ellson™y begon in 1989 and the discovery of
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spotted owls within its %0000 scres of mostly large, second
growtly Dowglis fir, cedar, sproce, and hembock tmees. This
finding was followed by the bind's federal listing in 15080 as
an “endmmgered species.”

The listing was then followed by a federally mandated
“HCF (Habitat Conservation Flan}, and subsequent similar
listings and planning provesses for marbbed miimelets and
coho; thereby legally COVETING Oeein- dwelling seabirds,
Ll Bvseodd v, aned an dconie salimon Uit Fanously travels
through both envirsnmicnls.

The mware HICTs ancd HICT planping, the fewer fekd
lorestry and relted local gobs — until the inevitable environ-
menial lwsuit in 2002 completely stopped all commercial
Iarvesting. Orepon’s First State Forest, which had provided
hundreds of local jobs and homdreds of millions of dollars
Ios Cxregon Scliools, was now broke, losing money, wilh no

Jedws ol gresving ever closer o a series of calastrophic

wildfires that had occasionally charecteniced its histony since
fme ol

What to do? The Ellioit Stase: Forest, by federal baw,
i i Common School Land progemy |||u|'|:|gu.:|.l u;l-l.:l'_l. [
the benelil of Oregon schools and, smee TES9, by the State
Land Board, which is comprised of the Govemor, Secretary



of State (305],
and the Sune Trea-
surer, The SLB.,

in iurn, directs the
D51 i the nctual
manzgement of
these Lands.

In 2015, Gow-
ermor John Kilzha-
ber resigned in
some disgrace,
505 Kate Broan
ascendad 1o
Ciovernorship and
appointed loture
st Democratic
Party chair, Jeanme
Atkins, as her
replacement. Ted
Wheeler, Tuture
Portland Mayvor,
was Sake Treasur-
er af that tmse, and
the three decided
the best siralegy
for the Elliodt, due
bov s recent bos-
IME WiaIys, Was I
cut-and-run, They
wistld =ell the
Ellicit and give
the money 1o the
Common Schoal
Fund amd mol have
Lo aheal with it amy-
O,

Through
SOENE COmnover-

sul methods,

mfuenced largely by the lawsut, the Elliott was appraised
al only S2308 million; 173 10 14 of its apprused value in
19505, amdd [or less tham s estimated billion-+ dodlar value
o the open market al this time, Oddly, an offer B sell al the
announced price went to just 50 organizations with the curi-
oS restricton Ui purchasers could only bid the appraised
valee - no more, and no less. The assumplion seemed (o be
tha they wanted (o sell tooan environmental organizstion,
andd that was an amount they could likely raise. But nod

much miore.

Even mwore oddly, there was only 2 single respondent (o
the offer, a Roschurg lumber company, so the SLB voted
(1 secepd i, then they voted 1o reject 1, and then the couns
ritled they couldn™ legally =ell it anvecay. So Kate Brown
began o wsk people, both privately and publicly, to develop
o management plan that retamed public ownershap.

Thai story has been well covered in preveous articles
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The Elllatt, 20122023, Seleotion of artirles alsout the Ellioft Stave Forest; iis history, managemest, snd
willdlife by Dr. Bob Eybach, from (eegew Fisk & Wildlife fomrmal, 3002 3003 snd anticle by MoKenzic
Peters (" The Dinssaurs of the Elliom Stade Foresi™ L Evergreen Wagazive, July 15, 1921,
hitp mwmapsoscom Eybach e Artickes Magazines' Oregen_Finh_& _ Wildlile_leosrnal

i this series, bul the public SLB mecting in which the

environmental groups and other organtzations offered their

in the 2012 lywsuil.

rleas ended with
the new Trea-
surer, Tobias
Read, saying he
had been meet-
ing with D.?'.L]
represcniatives
i developed an
oplion where the
umversily would
purchiose the
Ellicat for only
12008 milleon and
it wonilel be mion-
aged by the Col-
lege of Foresiry.
05U Presi-
dent Ed Ray and
Forestry Dean
Thomas Ma-
ness were gnid o
be representing
OSU"s intenests in
the negotialions,
buit Ray was relir-

3 ing, and Maness

wiis Lod il Lo
ok amd sadly
died in 2018 ==
the same year that
carcer Demascritic
politician Vicki
Walker was ap-
poinded by Brown
to be the new
DSL Direetor.

In reality,
negMiaLinns were
almost entirely

comducted between Treasurer Read and OS5 Forestry Chaef
of Stall’ Geoll Huntington, with likely impat from Porland
Audubon environmental loayer, Bob Sallinger, and repre-
sentistives from Cascadia Wild and maybe others inviolved

Huntingien was key. Although be was representing
5L Foresiry in the negotiations with DSL and SLEB, his
degree wis in environmental lasw from the University of

Oregon. During his senior vear at UO he co-founded and
was senior stall editor of the first issue of the Journal of

Environmental Law and Litigation, He had begun lectur-
ing foresiry stucdents at OSU on the Endingered Species
and Clean Water Acts in 1994 but hiad worked his way up
i Chiel of Stafl over the vears, With the iliness of Dean
Maness followed by the appointment of an interim Dean,

Huntington was able 1o spend nearly full-time in Salem on

his efforts to iransfomm ike Ellioal.

Shortly alier my “Elliott Forest Boondogghe™ article

was published in January 2020, the planning team for the

115



Scoits

Foe
L]
(=5
f 4. HANIS-MILUK
3, HANIS . w  Millicomia West Fork
Haymes Inlbet ¥ S
“Fn;‘.i’-!l'l-ll.ilL DISTANCES®

Alkgani 1% Tramsls Lake 0] mi
Alkrgany te L Laks 15 mi
Aikgamy b ol el g 1E o

Allegany te Rrvriupenrt 17 ml
FROFOSED GIESY PLAN ALTERSATIVE: Tt e T

SANIEDR SUBRASING & ENISTISG BIGELESE RERATD SETWikE
FURHL RN pa, 300" 0 5 W & Wk S s e

-
[ legany
“ELLIOTT STATE EPUCATION AL FOREST

| ;
Wl mcluded bn bepage "y PMlan Alserussive™ presested 1o St Lasd Board s February 14, 2017,
ATEVVWY Ellksol wnbvhanins winh J perisigel cebis rans b relstion io mooonal ledies lesds ssd Tost orails

R

party was hired W condhect an independent
analysis of inancial viability; 5) the SLB
approved an Elliou forest management plan
CFMP.” of course ), and 6) the OSL Boand of
Trustees authorized the university o partici-

) - P in the ESRF's management.
F—- iy The deadline was extended o December

31, 2023, but an HCP and an FMP have stll
nast been completed after 5+ vears, the third-
party financial analysss seriously questioned
the viability of the proposal, and President
Murhy's leiter made it clear that the Trusiees
worild nod be volimg (o accepd these resulis.

= 2. OSU Trustees

The QOSL Board of Trustees was created
by the 2013 Oregon begislature 1o be responsi-
ble for governing the alfairs of OSL), Mem-
bers are appointed by the Governor, confirmed
by the Oregon Senate, and include the Univer-
sity President. The 15 members meet several
times a year and are charged with overseeing

S OSU's finances, educational programs, and

selecting a new President when circumsiances
dictate.

The first OSLT President hined by the
Trustees to replace Ed Ray wis F, King Alex-
ander, who resigned in March, 2021 after only
ninc months on the job. In June, 2022 Jayathi
Y. Murthy was hired from her positions al
UCLA as a professor and dean of engineering
to replace Alexander and began her new job in

Elliott changed again: Bay retired, Tom Deluca was hined
oy replace Dean Maness, and Huntington transfenmed from
O5L 10 DSL under curious circumstances amd continued (o

lewd planning. Brown and Read staved in place snd contin-
wed ko supporn his elfons,

Despite agreeing to a series of one- and two-year Lime-
frames for O5U 1o finish a msnagement plan and an HCP
for the Elliow, they have never been completed. The delays
kept costing more millions of dollrs, and OSLT was getling
cold Feet ot the dawning realizstion that this project wasa
money-loser and political batibe that the Unsversity couldn’t
afTord 1o mdopt.

By 2022, OSU had decided 1o not accept any finan-
vial bosses for management of the Ellion, and the planners
thought o good altiemative strategy would be 1o foom an
entirely new Stake agency 1o accepl responsibility - one

funded by taxpayers rother than timber revenves: the Elliot

State Research Forest Autlwonty, or, in govemment-speak, Indian HHI'I’I"IQ
the ESRFA. This proposal was adopied by the Oregon Stie | and Catastrophic Forest Fire Patterns of
Legislature os 5B 1546, m w

SB 1546 was comlitional, The ESEFA would become the m Zybact 1491-1951

an official State agency responsible [or managing the ESRF
on Jansary |, 2024 11 six copditions were first met "on or
before July 1, 20237 1) payments 1o the Commaon School
Fund (C5F) for 522008 million were completed: 2) the SLB
voted o “decouple™ {sell) the Elliott from its trust obliga-
tiems o the CSF; 33 a final HCP was published; 4) 2 third-

Reprinting of Dr. Zybach’s 2003 PhD disserata-
tion. Includes: 364 pages. full text; 60 maps (47
color); 38 figures (17 color), and 26 tables.

{Available now on Amazon Books.
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Seplember,

5B 1546 and s Sunsel Clowse was adopied three
menths later, in December 2022, and subsequent]y dis-
cussed inosome detan] dunmg the Janwary, 2023 GSU Board
of Trusiees mecting = and pamicularly the requirement for
the Trustees o formally suthonze 05U porticipatson m the
management of the Ellion by July 31, The presentation was
informative, and no setion ken or proposed.

=is was showing that OSU had over-cstimated the Ellioti’s
income by neardy 0%, and public sentiment was mpudly
erowing critical of the imcreasingly costly government-
imposed HCP managemiend restictions on other Ste and
privine forestlands.

These | Ith-haour additiona] restrictions and carbon
credit reguirerments may have been o “brdge wo fr,” bola
MNowvember letter of concem from the Confederated Tribes

West Fork M:Ih-mma {"Enb Jacobson™) Fishing Camp. SWOCC spring-term forestry students on
Elkhorn Ranch field trip. Jerry Phillips and Instructor Tasha Livingstone Davison on far lelt and feld
guides Bob Lybach and David Gould on far right. April 23, 2019 photo by Wade Gould.

The Octosher 20 Trustoes meeting was dilferenl. Forestry
Dean DeLuca’s update on the siatus of SBES46 was not
all positive and inclisked some senous concerns aboul meel-
ing the new December 31 sunset deadline.,

The previous week, on Frisky the 13h, Geoll Hunting-
ton had =end out an email al 4:55 PM to Vicks Walker and
Brett Brownscomibe st DSL with new demands (o OSU
and the Ellsott. Huntimgton was now working directly for
the new Governor, Tina Kotek, on the progect, amd Brown-
scombe was his hand-picked successor al DSL. A few min-
wies later, after the raditionad 5200 Friday “quittimg tome,”
Brownscombe [orvarded Hunlington’s email o OS5 and
Elliott planning principals, including Deloca,

The tuming was nol an accident, The December 31 demd-
line was fast approaching and ow Huntington wamed OSLT
b e Loa fat 17 mmbiyear harvest schedule for the
Elligdt = which grows M-8 mmbifvear - and jo develop a
“carbon eredit” program for the Forest as o methad 10 help
ofTset fimancial losses gssocised with twe manmnmal |l.:|55i:|'|g
sabes amd manli-milloa-dedlr annwl research badget.

Meantime, the HCP was still Noundening, the dradl
management plan had grown to more than S0 pages and
was nearly undecipherable, the independent financil analy-

of Cowos, Lot |.||I:'I|'In|.||j.:|.. and Siuslgw Incians 1['[[1..';.'5']
was definitely the final strow. The Elliott was the ancestral
hame bo these Tribes, and they were not @ all hoppy with
the current draft plan. They were requesting a pause in the
planning process 1o reconsider their mvolvement.

S, 05U Murthy Lelter

Om Momeday, Movember 13, OSLU President Murthy
sent an email addressed 0 Huntinglon, now representing
Cowvermor kotek, Vicks Walker, DSL, and represemtatives
for Treasurer Rewd and new Onegon 308, LaVoane Griffin-
Nalade -- who had been recently appoimted o the position
by the new Governor, Two of the three SLEB members wene
new dealing wath the Elot for the Brst time, bul Read and
Huntingion were stll runming the shaw,

Munhy s letter was concise, 1o the point, and clearly
painied oul the reasons for her decision:

“Tuas with grea disappomtment that | share the unforu-
nate news that, al this junciure, 1 am not prepared o make
a recommendation 1o Oregon State University™s Boand
of Trustees that they authonize OSL o paticipate in the
management of the Elliotnn Stae Research Forest (ESRF).
Regretfully, I find the currentt mjectory of the planning pro-
cess 15 on a course that will fail to deliver the public posd
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Hunting in the Elliott. (L) Jenna Goin and grouse shot near Elkhorn Ranch. September 22, 2018 photo
by Amelia Harvey. (R) Amelia and bear shot near Johnson Creek. May 24, 2018 photo by Alex Harvey.

amlicipated and fulls well shont of the “world class research
forcst” envisioned by the State, OSU, Trabal Natsons, ansd
olher stakeholders who have been engaged in the planning
process.

She lunher stmed thin this conclhesion wiss reached
through “a consideration of multiphe factors™ and referenced
recent public opposition 1o HCPs and CTCLLUST opposition
to the Toresi management plan.

Response from Walker was swill, and she pesied o pub-
he “Message™ 1o the DSL Elhott website the Tollooing day,
on November 14, that mcluded the following comments

“Whilke deeply disappointed, 1 appreciate OSL s trans-
parency in acknowledging they believe they are unable w
manage the forest according to their research design, even
s they still desine 1o soe the Ellott Stoie Research Fores)
become @ reality

“Cheponins across the stake coms lopether in suppon
of @ research forest and collabortively eremted the foun-
dations we are coplinging o work Trom: the ERioll a< a
pukbhely ovwned [orest that hos completed s oblazation o
Tunding schools, but wall continue 1o contribate o conser-
valion, recreation, education, iIndigemous culture, and local
coonamies as o research forest,”

Walker's message ended with a “commiiment to ihe
viskot of the Elliott Stsie Besearch Forest™ and a determing-
tion “to work collzboratively with the prospective board,
Tribes, stakeholders, and panners o map oul oplions and
actrons needad for the research forest o become o reality.”

The CTCLUSI response was equally swill. On the day
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lollowing Walker's post, and just two days after Murthy's
letter (which they “applasded ™), the Tribe prodduced o Press
Release that meluded the following sentiments:

“OSLUs decision demonstrates that il values ils paniner-
ships with the original imhabitanis asd stewards of these
lanwds, We believe that putting the maponty of the Ellwoit
e reserves 15 misguided.” s Trbal Council Chaar Brad
Kneaper. “Doang so ignores the [act that these lorests have
been slewarded by Tribal people since ime immemcorial
We traciionally wsed fre, prommg, kurvesting, and plant-
ing o create o bealthy and diverse landscape. As a resull of
this Trbal stewardship, the forest was nof simply a closed-
canspy forest, [Eincheded open wreas such as meadows,
and it included young as well as old trees. The Fforest was
healthy, and helped w provide the Trabe with the culiurally
important species such as deer and elk, salmon and lam.
prey, berries, and codar on which owr people and our culiane
thnved.”

“While reserves ane '|!|||.ul'|.-:1I¢L|. I":r' SOMTRG a5 0 WLy Lo
protect imperiled species thit depensd on old Foresis with
large trees, the Trbe questions this approach. * Owver lime,
these no-touch reservies will grow into an unintermpled
expunse of dark closed-canopy forest,” said Chair Kneaper.
“These overgrown conditions lack diversity. They provide
very little in terms of hebinat for threatened species. They 're
al=o prone o catastrophic, unnatural wildiire, These [omsis
depend on human stewandship 1o mainiain more open and
diverse [owest conditions, which benefits plonits and animalks

as well as people.”



4.5LB Meeling Elliott State Forest Timber Harvests, 19502022
The enitical SLB 100
public mecting to address 2 e T -
the Elliott was scheduled
fiowr December 12, Rather L
than matifying the O30 -
Elliotn Plam as expecied.,
and thereby creating a g -
new Stale agency for jis -
implementation on Janu- 1
ary 131, the SLB elected 1o j "
only hear an informaticngl =
update and recommended i &
next sieps.
Twwo of the three SLE "
members were new and o
attending their first public I B L B EET el
meeting on the Elliot, e L e FEE e — 5 G e s b gt T st
while S-year velerans ey o =k B s - ;-_;'.H ,
Walker and Brownscombe e L e P T LT T — ; R
were presenting their e T R
I|'H:|I.I5]1.I.-i. o the ﬂS-U l.!ﬁ.‘iv = o 195 Ol i Mhrralet HCP ‘*‘ (e g B o s . | e
sion and what they thought
should be done next. The Green Line represents average annnal amount of growth of Elliott State Forest trees;
M the six points The Yellow Line represents average allowable cut for the Elliott in the 1988 harvest plan;

required (o adopl 515 15346 The White Line represents O5SU's planned annual harvest of the Elliati w/ no snag salvage:
amd thus creade a new Stale The Area between the Green Line and Bed Line represents Elliof fuel fncreases since 1989,

agency in the process, only

1w haad been miet == and it was debatable as 1o whether the
“decoupling” of the Elliott from the Common School Fund
for pennies on the dollar was even legal; a concemn thatl was
being debated in the couns, The HOP, after nearly 30 vears,
was slill nod completed; the drall FMP had become irrelevan;
the financial plan was short lens of millions of dollars with
na fix in sight; and the 0517 Board of Trustees didn't even
hother Lo vole on il

What next? So far as the HCP, Walker was determined
fov slclier o, and testified w the following:

“T imtend to keep the HCP effort moving, and like 1 said,
1 indhicated failure s not an option because mol completing
the HCP raises risks on a number of fronts, significant nisks,
including increased costs, we have already spent o great
deal of money on thi= HCP, but alse reduced certainly for
rescarch Forest viability and monagement . . we haven't
done any significant mamagenment Tor a decade, and we're =
wie re wasting a forest, So, that's my plan on the HCP.

Although the CTCLUSI had expressed a strong imlerest
in continuing o work with OSL) in conducting rescarch on
the Elliott, the existing “Triad™ rescarch design did not scem
Ko servie o uselul purpose, and the design n=ell wis debat-
able. In publicly reviewing this proposal, renowned forest
coologist and “guru of old-growth™ Jemy Frumklin made the
following comments:

“The cument proposal, in my view, falls far short . .
Farst, | find the concept of conductng an experiment that
casentially imvolves the entire property al the oulscl of
OSU's stewandship o be inappropriate . . . committing it
all w an expenment of any kind along with commatting all

of the Aimncial resources nocessary (o sustain il is mol — 1o
use o kind word = pradent . . . There are so many importin
thing= to be done and this is not oneof them . .. 1 do not
think that it does credit 1o the instilution or yourselves; you
can do much better than this.”

I am personally in agreement on this point, “we can do
beter” with both Franklin and CTCLUSI Chair Kneaper,
whi hiad wratten on behall of has Trabe on December 5th:

“The lands ihat we now Kiwow g the Ellioan are pan of
the Tribe's Ancestral Temitory and have been stewanded
by the hanis {Cosos ) and quuisch (Lower Umpagua) people
since time immemorial, The Tnbe continues to rely on these
Lands and §ts resources o practice and sustain our culure
wndd heritage. The fnure siewardship of these Jands, ax well
as the Tribe's role in that stewandshap, 15 of utmost impor-
tance 1o the Tribe. The Ellioat can servie as a model Tor other
forests, demonstrating how Western Scicnee and Indigenous
Knowledge can be braided together 1o promote ecological,
cubiural, community health, and wstershed health, As such,
we are very interested in seeing the Elliont operated as a
rescarch forest.”

During the past dozen vears | have wrilten a senes of
mawe than 20 opinonated artickes for this maguene regarnd-
ing the Ellio, iis wildlife, its management, and the oppor-
tunity for meaninglul rescarch, Maybe now is a good time
1o revisil the Giesy Plan Altermative and begim discussions
with DEL, O3, and CTCLUST 1o help develop a betier
research design - and insuch o way as o involve local
peophe and Oregon schools in a management plan that
is sell-supporting. Other thoughts?
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