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TO THE READER: 
 This anthology contains a series of article/editorials I wrote for Oregon Fish & 
Wildlife Journal from 2012 to 2024 regarding the history, management, wildlife, and 
politics of the Elliott State Forest, in western Douglas County, Oregon. They are written 
from the perspective of a forest scientist and historian with strong opinions, based on 
research and experience. 
 These articles contain significant scientific data in the forms of maps, tables, 
historical and documentary photographs, and the writings and spoken words of recognized 
experts -- but they have not been "peer reviewed" in the academic sense as that term is 
currently used; rather, the intended audience for these writings are my actual peers and 
reviewers: loggers, foresters, tree planters, roadbuilders, hunters, hikers, and fishermen. 
Rural businesses, residents, schoolkids, and grandparents. The people who have always 
lived, and worked, and played in the Elliott and in other western forests. True indigenous 
knowledge. 
 When I was a child my family moved into the home built and lived in by my 
stepfather's grandfather. Richard Adams had been a successful businessman, past President 
of Parrot Steamship lines out of San Francisco, owned a sailboat on the Columbia and a 
beach home in Long Beach, Washington, was an excellent fly fisherman, and published 
poetry in Field and Stream Magazine. He also had a fine library that we inherited, 
including many years’ worth of National Geographic and Saturday Evening Post 
magazines, with which I spent many hours while growing up and attending school. 
 A couple of "coffee table" books I really enjoyed were collections of Saturday 
Evening Post articles published in full-sized hardcovers but retaining their original 
magazine formatting -- including advertisements. That is what I have tried to do here. With 
editor Cristy Rein's permission, I have retained her original formatting of these articles -- 
including occasional typos and misspellings -- as they originally appeared in her magazine. 
 Careful readers may notice the missing two words at the bottom of page 8 (fixed on 
page 55), the misspelling of "Giesy" on the page 30 title, or Bill Hagenstein missing from 
the caption on page 25 (fixed on page 79), but as with the ads, I decided to leave as 
originally published for reasons of context and ambiance. Too, Cristy and I had occasional 
differences of opinion in the placement of photos or formatting of tables and captions but 
have become increasingly coordinated in our collaborations through the years. 
 I was not paid to write these articles, but when a 2nd printing of my 2003 PhD 
dissertation became available through Amazon, Cristy began running free ad as 
compensation. That repetition might become a little tiresome in this format, but maybe 
effective for book sales! Some of the text is also repeated in spots, as are key graphics, 
maps, and photos. My thought in these instances is that they appear in different contexts, at 
different times in the story, and usually with different captions, so that their appearance and 
re-appearances might add more emphasis to a point: like a chorus or a recurring theme. 
Some things do bear repeating, but that will be for you, the reader, to decide. 
 
Bob Zybach 
Creswell, Oregon 
January 10, 2024 
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